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I would like to talk to you today about a Bible woman, named Lydia.  Her story is in Acts 16, the chapter records three stories actually of people who came to trust in the Lord through the ministry of the Apostle Paul.  Now I find the stories of people’s conversion to Christ very interesting and exciting and these stories are no exception and are especially exciting because it is the record of the first people to trust Christ in all of Europe.  
The story of Lydia is the first account in Acts 16 the other two being the stories of a demon possessed slave girl who was delivered, and of course the Philippian jailer who was literally shaken into the Kingdom of God by an earthquake.

Now Acts 16 is also a very pivotal Chapter in the history of the Gospel.  Paul and Silas had traveled into Asia Minor to preach the Gospel, they had added a young man named Timothy to their group at Lystra and later they were joined by Luke who would record the events of their journeys.  
They intended to go deeper into Asia but God’s spirit prevented this and they came down to Troas a seaport, it was here that Acts 16 and 9 says a vision appeared to Paul in the night, there stood a man of Macedonia and prayed him saying come over into Macedonia and help us.  And verse 10 says immediately we endeavored to go into Macedonia assuredly gathering that the Lord had called us to preach the Gospel unto them.  This was a momentous change in direction for instead of going further to the east, the Gospel now spread west into Europe and from there it came to us.  So we are enjoying not only the privilege of knowing God’s love in Christ, but also enjoying the benefits of the Gospel such as freedom, prosperity and the moral foundation that God’s Word brings.
The first convert to Christ in Europe as we have said was a woman named Lydia and she lived in a city called Philippi.  Paul and his party had gone directly to Philippi, in arriving there they had found no synagogue.  Verse 13 says and on the Sabbath we went out of the city by a riverside where prayer was want to be made and we sat down and spake unto the women which resorted thither.  And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple of the city of Thyatira which worshiped God heard us, whose heart the Lord opened that she attended unto the things spoken by Paul and when she was baptized and her household she besought us saying if ye had judged me to be faithful to the Lord come into my house and abide there, and she constrained us.  So from this very small beginning the Church of Jesus Christ was founded at Philippi through Lydia a woman who was converted and she became the first believer in all of Europe.
Now let us look a little more closely and learn from this short story.  First we see Lydia the seller, scripture says she was a seller of purple and that she was from the city of Thyatira.  Lydia by the way was a name common among the Greeks and Romans of her time, historians tell us.  Purple was a dye that the city of Thyatira was noted for, the great skill that they used in making the dye and then coloring the cloth and the garments made from it were much in demand, especially among the wealthy and the noble classes.
Lydia then was a businesswoman who had moved from Thyatira to Philippi, she

had a house and a household, verse 15 tells us.  The Greek word used for house could mean the dwelling or it could include servants or children, this is not made clear in the text.  The house must have been quite large for she invited Paul and his three companions to stay with her without any apology, this meant that she had room for the four men as well as her own household of servants and family, so Lydia was a wealthy upper class businesswoman of her day, a seller of purple.  Then to she was a seeker, Lydia was as gentile as her named indicates and she is called a worshiper of God in verse 15, this is a common term used of Gentiles who followed the Jewish religion.  It is interesting to think of how a wealthy Gentile would find herself in a Jewish prayer meeting,  well she undoubtedly met some wealthy Jewish women in her business and since they were devout they would share with her about the great God of the Jews, perhaps the story of how Israel was delivered from Egypt under Moses and the great signs that the true God did at that time.
Perhaps they told her about the giving of the law at Sinai and showed her the words of the Ten Commandments that God gave to the Jews.

At any rate Lydia with all her wealth, her thriving business, a large house with family and servants had an empty heart, something was missing in her life, and she began to seek to fill that void, she was persuaded to join the devout Jewish women who met for worship and prayer out by a river.  She became Lydia the seeker, thankfully Lydia was seeking in the right place, she was among those who followed the true God and those who had God’s Word revealed that is the Bible.  
What a blessing and encouragement it is to us to think of people in Paul’s day that cared about those around them enough to share about what they knew about the true God and pointed them to God’s Word the Bible.  
May these faithful unnamed women who shared with Lydia inspire us to be faithful to God and to share God’s Word with those around us.  Then Lydia became one of the saved, how did this happen, well Acts 16 and verse 14 says Lydia, a seller of purple of the city of Thyatira which worshiped God heard us. 

So first of all then Lydia listened to the Gospel being preached by the Apostle Paul, now we know that Paul had such a dramatic conversion to Christ on the Damascus Road and of course he would share how God loved the world, and sent His Son Jesus to die on a Cross for man’s sin.  This was just what appealed to Lydia, the Gospel of God’s love and forgiveness in Christ it was sweet to her soul and she attended it says or gave attention unto the things which were spoken by Paul in verse 14.

Lots of people hear the Gospel preached, but they are not interested enough to really listen or to give attention to as Lydia did.  Jesus said in John 5:24 he that heareth my word and believeth on me hath everlasting life.  God’s Word then will lead us to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.  
The well know words of Paul to the Philippian jailer in Acts 16:31 were undoubtedly spoken to Lydia and to her group as well, believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.  This is the Gospel and it was good for Lydia two thousand years ago and it is good for us today.

Since all mankind is plagued with the same problem that of sin for Romans 3:23 says all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.  Therefore all men need the same solution for sin that is God’s solution and that is forgiveness through the Blood of the Lord Jesus Christ who died on the Cross. Romans 5 and 8 says God commanded His love toward us and that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us, much more then being now justified by His Blood we shall be saved from wrath through Him.  
Saved what a precious word and at what a huge cost, Christ, God’s Son, the sinless one giving His Life as a sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.  No wonder Peter in declaring the Gospel says for as much as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things as silver and gold but with the precious Blood of Christ as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.

Lydia upon hearing this gracious Gospel gave heed or paid attention and responded with a heart of belief and became Lydia the Saved.  
I wonder what your response will be today, perhaps you are hearing the Gospel of truth for the first time or maybe you have heard it many times, you can respond as Lydia did by saying yes to Christ and receiving Him into your heart and life, confessing your sins and asking forgiveness.  When you do, God assures you that you to will be saved as Lydia was, for Jesus says Him that cometh to me, I will in no ways cast out, John 6:36.  So Lydia the seller of purple, the wealthy businesswoman traded in the old sinful rags of her spiritual life for the clean white robe of righteousness that God gives to all those who put their trust in Jesus.

Lydia showed the realty of her conversion by being publicly baptized along with members of her household verse 15 says.  What a great step forward in her spiritual life that was.  Baptism is a public declaration that you are taking your stand with the Lord Jesus Christ and that you are willing to die to your old selfish desires and willing to live the rest of your life to the glory of God.

Paul clearly states this truth to the Romans when he said therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death, that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father even so we should walk in newness of life.

Lydia expressed her desire to do just that by being baptized, then we see Lydia the servant in gratitude to God for His love and forgiveness, she opens her home to the servants of God, come into my house and abide there she says.  The first small steps of Christian experience were taken by Lydia in opening her home to God’s servants and in this small way to do her part in furthering the Gospel.

We know the Church at Philippi grew and prospered, for later the Philippian jailer and his household were added verses 30 and 33 and later still Paul was to send a letter to the Church which we now call the Book of Philippians and to them he indicates that there were many believers in the church and also there were bishops and deacons, Philippians 1 and 1.

So the Church at Philippi grew and prospered and Lydia undoubtedly was part of that group.  We rejoice at this story how Lydia heard and responded to the Gospel, but even more we rejoice to see how God in His great love and mercy prepares hearts for His message of love and forgiveness.  God sends the right people into her life, He directs His servants in a powerful way to change their plan in order to share the precious Gospel of Christ with her.  Little do we know today that God is working or how God is working in the lives of people all around us, not only in women but men and young people and children.  
So let us be faithful in sharing God’s Word with all that we can.  In this account we have followed the great story of Lydia, the seller, the seeker, the saved, and the servant.

On this Mother’s Day may we thank God for all the Lydia’s and the helpers who share in all our churches, enabling the work of the Gospel to prosper and may we all do our part in bringing others to know the Lord Jesus Christ and then to grow and to learn to serve Him.

May God bless you today and give you a great Mother’s Day.

