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CANADIAN NATIONAL BIBLE HOUR
GEORGE FRANCISCO – “Fear Not”

We have just entered another new year with all its possibilities in a world of war and terrorism, many wonder what this year might hold.  Well, today I would like to talk with you about overcoming fear, our topic is:
BIBLE FEAR NOTS FOR BELIEVERS

Fear has always been a factor in a changing world.  A man wrote some years ago our world is changing so rapidly my grandmother rode in a horse and buggy but she was afraid to ride in a car.  My mother rode in a car but was afraid to ride in an airplane, I ride in an airplane, but I am a bit afraid to ride in a jet, my daughter rides in a jet, but she’s afraid to ride in a horse and buggy. Well many of our generation will certainly have to struggle with a fear of change, but even some of the greatest men of the world have struggled with fear.
It is said that Julius Caesar gladly faced the roar from the clash of thousands of armed men in battle, but turned craven at the sound of a thunderstorm, he would seek relief under the nearest thing that he could find.  Stalin a former ruler of Russia was so afraid of being killed we are told that he had eight bedrooms built like iron vaults, no one knew which one he would sleep in.  We wonder if the man who killed millions of his own people even then ever got a good nights rest.  
Fear is a tool used by the adversary of the believer, Satan doesn’t change much, he tried to cower the Old Testament believer by using fear and he does the same today. 
God’s Word says that the fear of man bringeth a snare, but who so putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe. (Proverbs 29)  

Absolute trust in God and in the promises of His Word can overcome fear.  Nehemiah was called of God in the Old Testament to rebuild the walls of the city of Jerusalem, as always there was oppression by unbelievers, they first tried ridicule, then they tried mockery, it didn’t work.  Then they got serious and in Chapter 4 they planned to come secretly against them with a sword it says.  There plans were made known to Nehemiah he called Israel to arm themselves, saying in verse 14 be not afraid of them, remember the Lord which is great and terrible and fight for your brethren, your sons and daughters, your wives and your houses.  The adversaries heard that the Jews knew of their plans and were now armed and determined and they melted away.
The threat of fear had been tried, but had failed trust in God and determination had won the day.  In a publication recently I read of a native woman on the mission field, whose life had been oppressed with evil spirits, her life was evil and full of bondage to sin, one day she heard the missionaries and the Gospel of Jesus Christ, saying that God Son had loved her and died for her on the Cross, she received Christ and was gloriously delivered and began to share with all around the wonderful Gospel.  Police came and dragged her to the station and threatened he, demanding that she not use the name of Jesus, she replied by sharing God’s plan of Salvation in Christ, they were infuriated, but she calmly said to them, I am not afraid of the demons anymore, why should I be afraid of you, they were dumbfounded and released her.  Now not all stories end in such a good way, but what courage God gave that woman, as she trusted in the Savior and refused to bow to fear.
Someone had said there are 365 fear nots in the Bible, one for everyday of the year.  Now if God has said it so often He must want us to sit up and take notice, so let us look at a few of these special admonitions from God.  First for those who might fear the future God says in Isaiah 41:13 For I the Lord thy God will hold thy right hand saying unto thee fear not I will help thee, now notice in this great promise that God first reaches down and grasps our poor, weak failing hand, He lifts us up, He holds us and then gives the gracious comforting words fear not, I will help thee.  
There is a story told of the early days where a father sent his very young son to town to do an errand, it had taken longer then planned, and it was beginning to get dark before the young lad began to make his homeward way, as he walked he began to think about the deep, dark ravine he would have to cross before coming to his home, his mind began to think of all kinds of  scary things that would dwell there and with great fearfulness and trembling he began to enter that last dark part of his journey, he heard a noise and then a voice called out Johnny is that you, the father knowing what a young son would experience had come to walk with him through that dark part with his little hand secure in that of his big loving father the boys fears vanished .Friends is our heavenly Father less caring then an earthly father, will He not come with the assurance of His presence and say, fear not I am with thee.
When we face the dark and threatening experiences that life usually brings let us have wisdom enough to recognize Him, let us reach out our trembling weak hands and by faith receive Him and all that He brings, His peace and love, confidence, and courage, the knowledge with God, fears must cease.
In Psalm 34 King David came to just such a place in his life, when he said I sought the Lord and He heard me and delivered me from all my fears, what a verse that we can take with us into this year. Then in life invariably there come days of darkness even depression, days when hope seems lost as great a man as Abraham still knew times of darkness, Genesis 15:12 says lo and horror of great darkness fell upon him, he was alone in a hostile land unknown enemies were all around, drought plagued the land, Abraham certainly experienced difficult times, but it resulted in God making a great covenant with him, to give his descendents the Promised Land.
The Apostle Paul knew real times of discouragement as well when he wrote in II Corinthians I, for we would not have you to be ignorant brethren of our trouble which came to us in Asia, that we were pressed out of measure, above strength in so much that we despaired even of life, friends that is real darkness, discouragement, and depression, but God delivered him as he trusted in the Lord and made him stronger in faith and commitment.
Back in about 530 BC a small remnant of the Jews returned to their land under Zerubbabel from Babylon, they began with great enthusiasm and excitement to rebuild the city and the temple, but when they actually saw the extent of the devastation that Jerusalem had undergone they became disillusioned and disheartened and discouraged, they were few in number, enemies were around them, the task of rebuilding looked so hopeless that they were ready to give up, then God spoke through Haggai the prophet saying in Chapter 2 verse 4, be strong oh Zerubbabel, be strong oh Joshua the priest, be strong all ye people of the land and work for I am with you, my spirit remaineth among you, fear ye not.  What encouragement these words brought to those discouraged people, they had the living God with them and His powerful, peerless spirit right there among them, they were to focus on their great God and His powerful spirit, not the enemies or the enormity of the task.  Often fears depart and depression lifts when we take our eyes off ourselves and our situation and focus them on the great and caring God.
The Jews of Zerubbabel day did not know the Savior that we know or the promises of some scriptures, for instance First Peter 5 casting all your care upon Him for He careth for you.  In Isaiah 43 we have kind of a spiritual blueprint as if it were for facing and overcoming fears.  God speaks great words to Israel so the first application will of course be to that nation, but scriptures says all scripture is profitable, so a secondary application can also be directed to us as believers.  Twice in the chapter God says to fear not for so we could detect them reason not to fear.  In verse 1 we read but now thus saith the Lord that created thee oh Jacob, He that formed thee oh Israel, fear not.  Then in verse 7 for I have created thee for my glory, so we see then God had a purpose in creating Israel and us for that matter and that was His own glory.  He has a purpose for every person that is born, we need not pass through life aimless and directionless, and we have the capacity to know God and to seek Him and fulfill a part of His great Eternal Plan.  God will surely help you find that purpose for which you were created.  Verse 4 says I have loved thee so not only are we created but we are loved of God, the Word indicates passion, it reminds us of John 3:16 for God so loved the world, so means deeply and special that is God is passionate about lost men, the fact that He gave His Son is irrefutable evidence of His Eternal and great love.
Then God says in verse 1 again I have called thee, to hear God calling you to turn from your sin and to believe on His Son well that is a special privilege.  God usually speaks in a still small voice if we really are not interested in God’s voice then it can easily be drowned out by the way we live and the ruckus noise of the world and self-seeking and self-gratification and the mad rush to have things, these all can conspire to crowd out God’s voice, but God is persistent.  Jesus said in Revelation 3 I stand at the door and knock, if any man hear my voice and will open the door I will come into Him and will sup with Him and he with Me, as long as there is any hope Jesus will keep knocking, calling, hoping that you will listen and repent of your sins and let Him into your life.  
Repent means to change your mind about or to turn around, a soldier once explained his conversion to Christ in this way, he said one day I was going my own sinful way I heard God call halt, so I stopped, then I heard God say about face, and I turned around, then God said forward march, and I have been serving God ever since.

Friends if God is calling you today, then listen, halt from your sinful ways, make an about face and come to Christ in repentance and faith and He will surely receive you for He has said him that cometh to Me I will in know ways cast out.

Then verse 7 says I will gather thee, ah the God of Heaven has a great and wonderful satisfying future plan for all His people, this of course applies first to Israel and God will bring them back to their land and make them a great nation as His Word promises, but He also has great plans for His church.  Jesus said I give unto them eternal life and they shall never perish.  Revelation 7 says the lamb shall lead them into living fountains of water, Ephesians 2 and 7 says that in the ages to come He might show thee exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness.  Yes there is purpose, passion, privilege and a plan in God’s Word.  I hope today you will turn from fear and trust in the Living God.  
