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SOMETHING TO REST ON

One thing we are most anxious to do on these broadcasts is address issues which are causing concern to many people. At the present time, there are many such issues; Canada is going through a difficult time. Many are facing serious economic problems. We are particularly concerned about the more than one and a half million people who are without work. · We are concerned about the thousands whose businesses have failed, and the farmers who are losing their farms, and those who have lost their homes because
they were unable to keep up their mortgages at unconscionable interest rates.

All these situations inflict serious wounds on those who are the victims of such circumstances. One result is an understandable tendency to give way to frustration and despair.

People become overwhelmed by a sense of insecurity. They grow weary of struggling, even weary of living. They need something to revive their hopes; they need a resting place from the struggle and from the things which threaten them.

Thinking of all this, I recalled two statements from the Bible. One is an invitation from Jesus Christ Who, the Scriptures tell us, is touched with the feelings of our infirmities. He says, "Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." Have you thought about that invitation? Have you considered taking Christ at His word, and coming to Him for the rest He promises you if you will come? It's worth thinking about. Why not try Him and find out for yourself what He can and will do?

The second statement is in the Old Testament in II Chronicles 32. It was made by Hezekiah, the political head of Judah, at a time when that nation was facing a serious national crisis.

The nation faced the threat of a military invasion by the Assyrians. This is what Hezekiah said: "Be strong and courageous, be not afraid nor dismayed for the king of Assyria, nor for all the multitude that is with him: for there be more with us than with him: with him is an arm of flesh; but with us is the Lord our God to help us, and to fight our battles." And then the preserved record adds this, "And the people rested themselves upon the words of Hezekiah king o f Judah." The people rested themselves upon the words of Hezekiah. I hope we can pass on to you some words on which you can rest.

I start by reminding you that both the Scriptures and past experience teach us that in any situation we face there is a course of action that will save us if we will accept the counsel o f God and do what He tells us to do. This is clearly demonstrated in the experience of Judah in the days of Hezekiah. Both the kingdoms of Judah and Israel were in deep trouble. The strength and security they had known under Kings David and Solomon was gone. The reason was simple, but something they wouldn't admit: They had turned away from the God of their fathers, and more and more had adopted the ways of the materialistic nations around them. They had "gone modern".

The inevitable consequences soon developed. They lost their unique national strength that came from their spiritual ties with God. When a nation loses its spiritual verities, a political crisis soon develops. They could shut their eyes to their spiritual decline, but they couldn't ignore the developing political threat to their nation.

Sensing their national vulnerability, the Assyrians decided it was an opportune time to take over Judah.

II Chronicles 32: 1 says, "After these things, Sennacherib king of Assyria came, and entered into Judah, and encamped against the fenced cities, and thought to win them for himself."

Fortunately, in Judah, a young man named Hezekiah, only 25 years old, had taken over the leadership of the nation following the death of his apostate father, whose ungodly leadership had brought the nation to the brink of ruin.

When the Assyran forces invaded Judah, the godly young Hezekiah didn't immediately rush off to the Temple to pray. He first did three significant things.

1. He made sure the Assyrians would have the most difficult time possible if they attempted to conquer Judah and Jerusalem. II Chronicles 32:3-4 says, "He took counsel with his princes and his mighty men to stop the waters of the fountains which were without the city: and they did help him. So there was gathered much- people together, who stopped all the fountains, and the brook that ran through the midst of the land, saying, Why should the kings of Assyria come, and find much water?" In other words, Hezekiah made things as tough as he could for those who wanted to destroy his people. That's always a good step whenever you're threatened unjustly.

2. He strengthened his military defenses and built up his armaments. Verses 5-6 say, he "built up all the wall that was broken, and raised it up to the towers, and another wall without, and made darts and shields in abundance. And he set captains of war over the people." No doubt there were misguided people who condemned him for spending so much on defense, and for equipping and mobilizing his troops, instead of negotiating with the  Assyrians. But Hezekiah was a realist who recognized the futility of negotiating with an enemy who had no intention of negotiating in good faith. Realism is a must when you are faced with a crisis of any kind.
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Meanwhile, the Assyrian leader, Sennacherib, proceeded with his cunningly devised strategy to conquer Judah. To divert attention from his intended attack on Jerusalem, he launched a diversionary campaign against Lachish. At the same time, his undercover agents infiltrated various groups in Jerusalem, where they worked subtly to undermine public confidence in Hezekiah. 

Read for yourself the intriguing record in II Chronicles 32: 9-16. Verse 1 7 says, Sennacherib "wrote also letters to rail on the Lord God of Israel, and to speak against him, saying, As the gods of the nations of other lands have not delivered their people out of mine hand, so shall not the God of Hezekiah deliver his people out of mine hand."

The parallel between Sennacherib's strategy and that of godless aggressors in this 20th century is striking. This is the modern-world version of the situation that developed in Hezekiah's day. The one major difference was the spiritual dimension of Hezekiah's leadership and that of his people. While he made all the military defense preparation possible, his ultimate weapon and that of his nation was their recognition of God’s sovereignty and their open acknowledgement that God's intervention was the nation's hope in its time of trouble.

Laugh if you will, but you can't deny that it saved the ancient nation of Judah in their hour of national crisis. Listen to this preserved account of what happened. II Chronicles 32, beginning at verse 20: "Hezekiah and the prophet Isaiah, prayed and cried to heaven. And the Lord sent an angel, which cut off all the mighty men of valour, and the leaders and captains in the camp of the king of Assyria. So he returned with shame of face to his own land.... Thus, the Lord saved Hezekiah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem from the hand of Sennacherib the king of Assyria, and from the hand of all other, and guided them on every side." In other words, it worked. 

Surely there is a lesson here for concerned people today confronted with the personal and national problems that now threaten our future and that of society as a whole. It is all very well to argue that the causes of our present problems are in the mismanagement of our economy and in the defects in our national and international monetary systems and in the failures of political leaders to come to grips with situations which for long have cried out for attention. All this is true. But equally true, and even more serious, is the fact that individually and as a nation we increasingly have ignored - if not denied – the God of our fathers and His Son Jesus Christ. For all practical purposes, we have excluded them from our day-to-day decision making and relegated them to the realm of abstract religious philosophy that plays no meaningful role in determining the character or course of our lives or that of our nation. When faced with individual or national crisis, we then have only us own ingenuity to save us, and consequently, we fail. 

Surely the time has come to restore God and Jesus Christ and the Bible to their rightful place in our lives and homes and in the counsels of our land. We desperately need some Hezekiah's among our labour and business and political leaders. But even godly leadership, when a crisis arises, will not in itself assure our deliverance. Divine intervention does not come when people only cry to God in the last hour because there remains no alternative. We can confidently anticipate God's intervention in our times of need only if we have in advance put ourselves and our nation in a position where God can and will help us.

The prayers of Hezekiah and Isaiah were only the last step, and they were effective because prior to the crisis arising they and the people of Judah had recommitted themselves to God through a time of national prayer and repentance and spiritual renewal. They had  acknowledged their individual and national sinfulness, and had sought God's forgiveness and restoration. They had restored God and His truth to their rightful place in their individual and collective lives. Hezekiah could therefore, say to them with confidence, "Be strong and  courageous, be not afraid nor dismayed for the king of Assyria, nor for all the multitude that is with him: with him is an arm of flesh; but with us is the Lord our God." And the people with equal confidence "rested themselves upon the words of Hezekiah." 

The Scriptures tell us that God's ear is ever tuned to the cry of His people when they seek His  face in true confession and repentance, and His willingness to forgive and restore and preserve knows no bounds because He delights in showing mercy to those who  acknowledge their need and call on Him.

Our fervent prayer for this nation and its people is that there may be in these days of such great and obvious need a nation-wide turning back to God in genuine individual and national repentance. Let there be effectual, fervent prayer for forgiveness and spiritual renewal, and the restoration o f God to His rightful place in our individual lives and in the life of our nation. 

Do you agree that this is our greatest present national need? If so, will you join with the other members of our vast radio family in daily prayer for national spiritual revival and recovery? If you today recognize this same need in your own life, will you right now open your heart to Jesus Christ and invite Him into your life to be your personal Saviour and sovereign Lord from this day on? If you will, please write and tell us of your decision, that we, in turn, may remember you in prayer.

May God bless you.
