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CANADA’S NATIONAL BIBLE HOUR- George Francisco – March 15, 2020
MARK 2:1-12
Selected Spiritual Truth from Christ’s Visit to Capernaum
We will examine some of the interesting things from this passage and gather some insights that are spiritually important. Mark  2:1-12 reads “And again He (Jesus) entered into Capernaum after some days; and it was noised that He was in the house. And straightway many gathered together, insomuch that there was no room to receive them, no, not so much as about the door: and He preached the word unto them. And they come unto Him, bringing one sick of the palsy, which was borne of four. And when they could not come nigh unto Him for the press, they uncovered the roof where He was: and when they had broken it up, they let down the bed wherein the sick of the palsy lay. When Jesus saw their faith, He said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee. But there were certain of the scribes sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts, Why doth this man speak blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God only? And immediately when Jesus perceived in His Spirit that they so reasoned within themselves, He said unto them, Why reason ye these things in your hearts?  Whether it is easier to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, take up thy bed, and walk? But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (He saith to the sick of the palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine house. And immediately He arose, took up the bed, and went forth before them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, We never saw it on this fashion.”  Now this is a great passage of Scripture to be looking at, and we want to just examine a few spiritual things from it today:

First, verse one says and “again He entered into Capernaum”, so Jesus had ministered at Capernaum before. In fact Chapter one describes a powerful ministry of Christ at Capernaum, where He healed a man of an unclean spirit and cast out the demons, then it says “And they were all amazed…”  the people present saw what amazed them.  The Greek word indicates something like a shock wave among them, it hit the people like a shock wave. They knew right away that Jesus was totally different from the normal Rabbi’s of the day. Then Jesus healed Peter’s wife’s mother of a fever, this further enhanced interest in Him, so much so that it says by nightfall verse 32, “they brought unto Him all that were diseased, and them that were possessed with devils.” And He healed many.  And verse 33 says, “And all the city was gathered together at the door.”  So Christ’s first visit had affected the whole city and demonstrated clearly His absolute Deity.
Now He came again for the second time to Capernaum, they were receiving a second chance as it were. And by the way this teaches us that we do have a second chance, to believe in Christ and a third chance and perhaps four, five or more, but these chances are all here in this life. The Bible teaches distinctly that if we ignore Christ here, we will never have a second chance in eternity. The Scripture is abundantly clear, Hebrews 9:27 “And it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:” so there will be no further chance. Hebrews 2:3 says “How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation?”  What a question! There will be no escape for those who neglect God’s salvation in Christ. And furthermore, Jesus said in John 8:24 “If ye believe not that I am He, (that is the Promised Messiah and Savior) ye shall die in your sins.” Now Scripture makes it clear that to die in ones sin is to be lost forever and ever.

May I urge those of you who have listened to this broadcast perhaps for years, but  have never really felt the importance of humbling yourself and confessing your sins to Christ alone and inviting Him to save and forgive you, there is no other way, there is no other Savior, there is no second chance. Christ came again to Capernaum and you need to listen and to turn to Him as He calls you.  Now there were many other chances that Capernaum had for Jesus ministered there for many days, but they were all in this life, so it is important that you respond today to God’s call.

Then we note the central core of Jesus ministry is found in verse 2, “He preached the Word unto them.”  The Word that Jesus preached was God’s Word, the Old Testament, and the people came, they filled the house, they packed the area around the door it says, and even crowded outside all around.  They wanted to see and hear this Man who spake as no other man. Jesus believed the Scriptures were the Word of God, down to the very jot and tittle, saying in Matthew 5:18 “For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” Now the jot was a small Hebrew letter and the tittle was the small curve marks that distinguish the meaning between certain Hebrew letters. Jesus thus believed the Old Testament, He had total confidence in it and preached it without fear or favor, He proclaimed it as the very Word of God and people came to listen, they filled the house, crowded the door and packed the areas outside.
I find it a bit ironic that churches eager to draw people are leaving the preaching of God’s Word for about everything else in the world.  The major job of the Church in the world is to preach and to teach God’s Word.  It is God’s Word about Jesus that is the bread of life and the water of life to man’s soul and spirit.  It is God’s Word that He Himself has promised to bless Isaiah 55:10 says, “For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: So shall My Word be that goeth forth out of My mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.”  No wonder then the great Apostle Paul declared “preach the Word, be instant in season and out of season.” (II Timothy 4:2).  The church needs to get back to the business of preaching and teaching God’s Word with clarity and conviction for who else in this world will declare God’s great love for man? Who else will tell the world of Christ, God’s Son dying on the cross for man’s sin? Who will call men to come to repentance and faith to Christ for the forgiveness of their sins and the promise of eternal life? These are the truly important issues of life and God gives us the true and dependable answers.  
William F. Burke was General Manager of the Project Mercury and Gemini and Vice President of the MacDonnell Corporation.  He taught Sunday School in his church for many years. In an interview he stated “I have found nothing in science or space exploration to compel me to throw away my Bible or to reject my Savior, Jesus Christ in whom I trust. The space age has been a factor in the deepening of my own spiritual life.  I read the Bible more now, I get from the Bible what I cannot get from science: the answers to the really important things of life.”  Friends if you want answers to life’s important questions like where did all things come from and why am I here and where am I going to spend eternity, how can I live the best possible life, these and many other blessings are found in the Bible.  Someone has written a warning: ‘Reading the Bible is habit forming, regular use causes loss of anxiety, decreased appetite for lying, cheating, stealing and hating, increasing symptoms of love, peace, joy and compassion can result.’  May our churches and we as Christians renew our commitment to read, believe, and proclaim the truth of God’s word.  The Apostle John declares “These things are written that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing He might have life through His Name.” (John 20:31).
Then we want to see from the Scriptures today that many people need help if they are ever to come to Jesus.  The palsied, or paralytic, in today’s language, this man was especially blessed to have four friends, who not only carried him to Jesus, but who persisted when they found no orthodox way to bring him to Christ.  They broke up the roof in order to have him personally meet the Savior.  Now breaking into houses is certainly not a recommended thing to do, but it showed that they were serious, energetic, and innovative.  The great Apostle Paul spoke of some similar things in I Corinthians 9:22, when he said, “To the weak became I as weak, that I may gain the weak: I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some.” Sanctified innovation can be used of God to spread the Gospel.  
Then this passage unmasks man’s basic problem, unbelief.  On Christ’s first visit to Capernaum we have seen that He did the works that only God could do, healing a man of an evil spirit and Peter’s mother-in-law of a fever, and then healing many from the whole city as they gathered round.  Now the Scriptures say that the scribes were there because the whole city was gathered together, and here they are now reasoning in their hearts again after seeing all those miracles that only God can forgive sins, they are thinking that Jesus is not the Son of God. Well they were right in one thing, God is the only one who can forgive sins and if you want your sins to be forgiven, confess them only to God.  The scribes saw Jesus do the works of God but refused to believe that He was the One who He had claimed to be, the Son of God.  Jesus had great patience with these unbelievers, but there will come a time when He accepted their final decision and no man will ever get to heaven without moving from unbelief to faith in Christ.

Then, finally, today we learn that God wants us to know or to have assurance that Christ is of God and that forgiveness is real. Jesus said to the unbelievers if I say to this man your sins be forgiven well, who can test that no one is able to know whether that is true or not, but if I say to a paralytic or paralyzed man, “Arise, take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine house.” then there is no doubt about the outcome.  He will either get up or continue to lay there.  It would take a miracle of God to make a paralyzed man walk. Jesus said it, the man arose and the result is we know that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God.

Friends, Christ is the Son of God, His forgiveness is real and you can know that today by trusting Him as your own Lord and Savior. Jesus called men to believe in Him and if you want to be saved and if you want to be forgiven then you must do that, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.”  These were the words of Paul to a Roman jailer and millions have come and you also can come.  
