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Whether you know. It or not, someone somewhere is watching how you handle your life. It could be a member of your family, a business associate, a casual acquaintance, a friend at school, or perhaps someone you don't even know. That being the case, are you leaving trails of which you're not ashamed? Every person has the power to make others happy. Or even miserable. Some do it by simply entering a room and others by leaving the room. I have a friend who leaves a trail of great enthusiasm hours after a phone call from him. I still feel great. Another friend leaves a trail of optimism after only a brief conversation with him, I feel better. He always makes my day. One friend enriches my day by always leaving a trail of kindness. Cheerful smiles are his trademark. But there are some individuals we know who leave trails of gloom. Others leave trails of joy. Some leave trails of hate and bitterness, and others leave trails of love and harmony. Some leave trails of cynicism and pessimism. Other leave others leave trails of faith and optimism. Some leave trails of criticism and resignation. Others leave trails of gratitude. And hope. What kind of trails? Are you leaving? In your life. You're studying the book of Philippians and we come to a very interesting passage of scripture at the end of Chapter 1. The theme of that chapter, by the way, is the mastery of Christ. Paul says in verse 27 only let your conduct be as it is becoming to the Gospel of Christ that whether I come and see you or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that you stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel. How can that? Happy. People of different backgrounds and races and colors and creeds and opinions and desires and plans and purposes, and how can they stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together? For the faith of the gospel. But when we come to chapter 2, the theme of Chapter 2 is the mind of Christ. And when we come to chapter 2, we see in verses 1 and 2. That there are 4 great encouragements for this kind of togetherness, this oneness, this harmony. That must be within the family of God if we're going to make an impact on an unbelieving world out there, listen to what Paul says in chapter 2, verse one. If there be, and let me stop and say that the word if. In the Bible, in the Greek does not mean well. It might be possibly no if means absolutely certainty. So you could actually better translate this word since it's something that is an absolute assurance given to us in Scripture. Let me read it that way. Therefore, chapter 2, verse one of Philippians. Since there be, therefore consolation in Christ, since any comfort of love, since any fellowship of the Spirit, since any tender mercies and compassions fulfill you, my joy that you be like minded having the same love being of 1. Sword. Of one mind. You see, Paul has already said in the closing verses of Chapter 1. That Christians, those who have been born again of the Holy Spirit, who have been placed in the body of Christ, washed in the blood of the lamb. Who are members of God's family? Who claimed the name rightfully Christian? I am 1 of christo's chosen people. I am redeemed. I belong to him. They are to show. By their conduct, their manner of living. And they are to live a life that is becoming to Jesus Christ. That actually brings joy and pleasure to God and brings impact and influence for Christ here on Earth. That's why the Bible says we are to live soberly, righteously. And godly in this present world, looking for that blessed hope. The glorious appearing of the God and savior, our great God and savior, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us that he might redeem us unto himself. A peculiar people, or a special people of his own zealous of good works. We are to live that way. We are to show Christ, and we are to be becoming to the gospel, and then we are to stand and strive. Together. For the gospel sake. For the faith of the gospel, that means. We're to be. Faithful. We're to stand fast. We're to be steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that our labor is not in vain in the Lord, and we are to be forceful, we're to strive together. That's actually a word that means, like in athletics, there is one. Coach and there is one team and there is one rule book and one goal and we are to strive together in teamwork. The Christian life, the Christian Church, the Christian family is not something where individualism is to excel, but togetherness is to excel. We are laborers together. With Christ, that's where pride is. Put aside. The word together is used by Paul, the word with and together is used by Paul 16 times in the book of Philippians, by the way, and then we're not only to be faithful and forceful were to be fearless in nothing, terrified by our adversaries verse. 28 and that means we're not to be shy. We're not to be timid, we're not to be afraid. We're not to be ashamed. What it means is your fearlessness makes it evident to your adversaries that the victory is yours, not theirs. It is a sign of their defeat and destruction and a sign of your victory. And that through God. And so we are to be that faithful, forceful, fearless. As we stand and strive together and then as we saw in our last study, we are to be willing to suffer. It's given on behalf of Christ. It's the actually a gift of grace not only to believe on him, but to suffer for his sake, to be willing to suffer, whether its persecution or whether its physical sufferings or sufferings that are caused by others. In our lives, whatever. We are to be willing to suffer for Jesus now, how can the Church of Jesus Christ? How can the body of Jesus Christ function with such unity, standing fast, striving together, 1 spirit 1 mind well, he says chapter 2, verse one. Because of these four beautiful encouragement. There is first of all consolation in Christ. I want to talk about that. Secondly, there is comfort of love. I want to talk about that. Thirdly, there is communion or fellowship of the spirit. And fourthly, there is compassion, deep affection and sympathy. These are. All qualities and characteristics that the Holy Spirit places within the heart and life of every believer and. Therefore they are. Qualities and characteristics that are placed with. In the body of believers in Christ, and when they are exercise, since they are ours in Christ, when they are exercised, these are great encouragements that produce harmony and beautiful witness for Christ within any given body or family. Of God anywhere in the world, at anytime, under any circumstances. Now look at them with me since there is. Consolation in Christ. That's a Greek word, paraklesis. It means encouragement or exhortation. It's actually the word helper. It's the same word used for the Holy Spirit when Jesus said I am leaving and I'm going to give you another paraclete. Another helper. Another of the same kind, the Holy Spirit. Who will come and convict and convert and comfort and console the Holy Spirit of God makes every believer one in Christ, the Holy Spirit, baptizes everyone who believes in Christ the moment they are saved into the body of Christ. First within Chapter 12. And we become one in Christ. We are of one body in Christ. Therefore the Holy Spirit through one another, basically through the word of God, but through one another in the body of Christ, encourage encourages consoles. Exhorts and helps one. Mother, let me read to you what Paul wrote in Second Corinthians Chapter 1. He says blessed be the God and father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the father of mercies and the God of all comfort. You see, that brings us to the second beautiful characteristic. Here in Philippians 2, and that is, since there is the. Comfort of love. They're very closely associated. The consolation the encouragement of the Holy. Spirit and the comfort of love of the Holy Spirit. Listen to what Paul says. This God of all comfort does he comforts us. Second Corinthians 1/4 in all our tribulation that we may be able to comfort them. Did you hear that? That we may be able to comfort them who are in any trouble? Now, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. As the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also abounds by Christ. What he means is the equal out, whatever your suffering is, God gives consolation and comfort through Christ equal to your sufferings. Whatever you have to go through, he is enough, for he will give consolation and comfort equal to the depth. Or the the amount or the the very type of suffering that you're going through. And Paul says, whether we are afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation. Which is effectual in the enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer, whether we are comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation. And then, he says, our hope of you is steadfast, knowing that as you are partakers of the sufferings, you shall be also of the consolation, whatever suffering you, through God, will console and comfort you equally. And many says we would not have you. Ignorant brethren of our trouble, which came to. In Asia, how we were pressed out of measure above strengthened so much that we despaired even of life. But we have the sentence of death in ourselves that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God, who raised the dead? Who delivered us from so great a death that salvation and does deliver. That's present tense, in whom we trust. He will yet deliver us you also helping together. My prayer that by the for the gift bestowed upon us by means of many persons thanks may be given. By many on our behalf, what Paul is saying is when God comforts us in any trouble we have and any suffering we have, whatever we go through, we experience his consolation and his comfort. And then we are able to comfort others. By the consolation and comfort that we receive from him. What is Paul then saying here in Chapter 2, about togetherness, about 1 Spirit 1 mind about being one in Christ and maintaining that beautiful testimony, he says. There is consolation and there is comfort in Jesus Christ, he says. Believers can come, soul and comfort one another by using the scriptures, by calling people on the phone and telling them they are going with them. In this trial they are going through it with them. They care about them, they love them. And they console and they comfort. They can write letters and so on. When believers do this. This is a great unifying thing. Then he says there are two more. Not only is there consolation and comfort of love in Christ, but he says there is communion. There is the fellowship of the Holy Spirit that is. The word fellowship, that is, is the word Koinonia, which means that that is what Christians love to do. They love to get together and fellowship. Do you know what fellowship is? It is people in Christ enjoying Christ in people. And then there is one more. It is the word compassion. He says that there be any tender. Verses and compassions that is being just like the Lord in your compassion to one another. And what compassion. Is remember the story Jesus told about the Good Samaritan and Luke chapter 10, verses 30 to 37? First of all, the thieves had taken this man that was on his way from Jerusalem down to Jericho and had beaten him and stolen everything he had and left him for dead. That's the philosophy of life that says what's yours is mine and I'm going to take it and the world. Is filled with that. And then there. Were those who passed by? They looked at him and passed by or passed by on the other side, and that's the philosophy that says what's mine is mine, and I'm going to keep it for myself. The world is filled with that. But it was the Good Samaritan, Jesus said, that went by and picked the man up and treated his wounds and put him on his own donkey and took him to the inn and paid for it, and then said you look after him. When I come back again, whatever more is owed, I'll pay it to you. That's the philosophy. What's mine is yours and I'll share it. And what God is saying in this passage when he says fulfill you my joy verse 2 you be like minded, he says you. Be like that. What's yours? Is mine. I'll take it. No. What's mine is mine. I'll keep it. No. What's mine is yours, and I'll share it. And when Christians exercise consolation and comfort and compassion and communion with one another and encourage one another and give that beautiful gift of the love of Christ. He said it is by this the world will know that you are my disciples. That's the key to harmony in the church. In our next lesson, we're going to see not just the encouragements, but the enemies of that harmony. May God make us the kind of people that he alone can make us to be, to make an impact for Christ in this world.
I'm with your heart, your sorrow and care.




