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“Unexpected Guests”

	Sometime in our life, and probably more than we wanted, we have had unexpected guests come to our homes.  Things were not any different in Bible times either.  As we come to chapter eighteen of the book of Genesis we find one of these incidents in the life of Abraham.  
	It was a hot day in the Middle East, and during the warmest part of the day the patriarch was seated at the door of his tent, trying to take advantage of some shade.  As he looked up, he suddenly saw three male strangers coming towards him.  At this point, he did not have even a clue as to who they were, where they were from or how they got there.  He ran to meet them, and actually bowed down before them.  He must have realized there was something very special, or at least something different about them.
	Almost immediately his Middle Eastern hospitality took over.  He said, "My Lord, if now I have found favor in thy sight, pass not away, I pray thee from thy servant."  It seems as though by this point, Abraham recognized that with at least one of these visitors, there were Divine implications.  He knew that something from the Lord was going on.  
I wonder what our reaction would be if we had an unexpected visit from the Lord Himself?  Would our actions be different.  But, if we are believers, we should recognize the Lord through the Holy Spirit dwells within us at all times, knowing what we are doing, saying, or thinking.  There is no way we can hide from God, for He even knows the very intents of our hearts.  In our daily walk with the Lord, do we behave fully as His servants, and give Him what He is due?
	After this meeting Abraham jumped into action.  He called for water to be brought to wash the feet of the visitors.  Then he sat them under a tree in the shade.  He rushed into the tent and told Sarah to quickly gather the ingredients to bake some cakes.  Furthermore, he ran to the herd, picked out a calf, and brought it to a young servant to slaughter it, and make them a dinner of  veal.  

"And he took butter, and milk, and the calf which he had dressed, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree, and they did eat" - Genesis 18:8).

	Now, either during the meal or afterwards, we find the first of two purposes for which these men had come.  The first was to reassure and confirm a promise previously made by the Lord, that Sarah would bear a son in her old age, named Isaac.  Back in chapter seventeen, when her name was changed from Sarai to Sarah, Abraham was told, "Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac, and I will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his seed after him."  One of the purposes for their coming was to assure them of this promise of the Lord, and define it even more clearly.
	First, they asked for Sarah, who was listening from inside the tent.  Being old, Sarah laughed to herself, wondering how this could be possible at her age.  It was then that we know for certain that one of the three male visitors was the LORD Himself.  He knew that Sarah had laughed, and asked a leading question, "Is anything too hard for the Lord?"  At the time appointed I will return unto thee, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son."  The Lord knew that Sarah had laughed, even though she denied it.
	Following this, the second purpose for the three men coming, the two angels and the Lord had come, begins to unfold.  They had come to deal with Sodom, the surrounding cities and the plain of that area.  As they got up, they looked toward this city, and started going to it.  Abraham joined them for at least a portion of their journey.  Then the LORD asked if He should hide anything from Abraham, because from him a great and mighty nation would arise, and all the nations of the earth would be blessed by him. Hidden in this statement there is something even more important to consider, that we will examine in a moment.
	Then the Lord dropped a bomb on the patriarch.  "And the LORD said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grievous; I will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry of it, which is come unto me, and if not, I will know."  Then the two men who were angels went toward Sodom, but the LORD stood by Abraham.  The patriarch sensed that the Lord was going to destroy the city from the discussion that took place in the verses following.
	Before we develop them, I would like to go back to a bit of unfinished business.  God had previously said that He would bless all nations through Abraham.  Now we have before us a wicked city.  Their sin is called grievous here, and in other places is called an abomination before God.  This is as bad as it gets.  Could God bless this nation through Abraham as he had promised?  The answer is a resounding no!  God could not bless an entire people that committed abominable things before Him.  There was only one alternative for the Lord; and that was to destroy these people, so that they could not be blessed in Abraham.  And that is just what is going to happen.
	May I pause for a moment and make an application here.  When a nation turns its back upon God and sin becomes so rampant in it, then God has no choice but to remove it.  If you know anything about history, you will certainly know that nation after nation and kingdom after kingdom have fallen because of their sinful behavior.  We desperately need to pray for our nations that we might so live that the hand of God's judgment does not fall on us as well.  Could we wind up as the nations that are only found on the dusty pages of history books, or even like Sodom and Gomorrah? 
	Abraham thought of another serious problem.  If the LORD was going to destroy the city, his nephew Lot was living there.  He was one that sat in the gate, which meant that he had become a judge, for that was where they sat to decide on cases.  Perhaps he was trying to put down some of the abominable sins being committed there.  All we know about him is found in II Peter 2:6-9, where we read;

 "And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making them an ensample unto those that should live ungodly; And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked: (For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds:)  The LORD knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished." 

 Though Lot had been influenced by the sin that surrounded him, he is still considered to have a "righteous soul."
        There is a great lesson we should learn from this for our lives today.  Lot had lived near Sodom, then in Sodom, and had finally gotten into a position of leadership there, which certainly did not do him or his family any good.  We should certainly take heed today that we do not become involved in any sinful areas that surround us, for they will only drag our testimony and life down.  We are in the worlds, but not to be part of it.
	The old patriarch was troubled, so, being a friend of God, he asked the LORD a question.  "Wilt thou also destroy the righteous with the wicked?"  Realizing his own family could die in the destruction about to come upon the city, he would ask if He would destroy the city if there were fifty righteous people there.  The Lord granted Abraham's request, that if there were fifty righteous people there, He would not destroy the city, but would spare everyone for the sake of those that were righteous.
	Then Abraham realized there were probably not that many there, so he began to bargain with the Lord - 45, 40, 30, 20, or even ten.  The Lord promised He would spare that wicked city if there were even ten  righteous people living there.  What a great challenge for our lives.  I believe that even here in the twenty-first century, God would be willing to spare a nation for the sake of even a small groups of those who are really trusting in Him and walking in close fellowship with Him.  That brings out the point, that a few of us in any wicked nation or people, could cause the Lord to spare all for the sake of His people.  Oh, how we need to be so careful of how we are living for the Lord at any given moment.  It is not God's desire to pour out His wrath, but He must satisfy His righteousness and justice.
	Sadly, there were not even ten righteous in that wicked city.  But God would still deliver the righteous.  Then the angels said unto Lot;

 "We will destroy this place because the cry of them is waxen great before the face of the Lord; and the LORD hath sent us to destroy it" - (19:13).  

Lot went out and pleaded with the young men espoused to his daughters, and in that culture already considered married, even though they were not yet living together, to leave.  They thought he was joking and would not go.  Even Lot lingered and the angels had to physically remove him, his wife ands his two daughters.  That city had gotten such a grip on them.  Another great lesson for us to learn: never let the world get a grip on us so that we do not want to leave it behind!  Look at what happened to Lot's wife, when she looked back.  She became a pillar of salt.  We should always be looking ahead and upward if we would really honor the Lord.

	"Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven; And he overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon the ground."

	As Abraham arose in the morning, he looked toward Sodom and only saw smoke.  The city was gone, but once again God delivered "righteous" Lot and his family before judgment fell.  What a beautiful picture of what the Lord will do when he takes us home before He pours out His judgment upon the earth.  I trust you will be in that number who have trusted Christ as your Savior, rather than being left behind to face His awful wrath upon the earth. e H
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