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“Trials and Tribulations a Revelation”

But we have all faced many trials, tribulations and heartaches. No one is exempt from these, in fact. You may be going through some of these right now in your heart, you might even feel that things could not get much worse. Today we would like to focus our attention on a coming day when things will get far worse, affecting every person alive at that time. To begin this study, we will see what the Prophet Daniel has to say about this subject in (Revelation) Chapter 7. He writes about four great beasts that will come to pass without going into details, we learn that there are 4 great kingdoms. That would play a great part in world history. We can identify them as the Babylonian made of Persian, Greek and Roman empires. These four empires set the world stage for future and time events. To comprehend this message about the horrors of the future time of trials and tribulations we should take a look at the timetable of events that the Archangel came to Daniel. It is in Daniel 9 : 25 - 27. 

“25 Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.
26 And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.
27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.”

These verses may not have a lot of meaning for you and your daily Bible reading after we break them down and explain them, you should be able to realize they are extremely basic in understanding the tribulation and trials that are ahead. In the first 24 verses of Daniel Chapter 9, a very troubled and confused Daniel poured out his heart to God. He and his people were cut out of the land and in captivity in Babylon. He fervently confessed his own sins and those of his people. He understood the reasons for the captivity, but had God forsaken and forgotten them?  In response to his prayer of confession the Lord said Gabriel, with a message about the overall future of Israel. The answer was given to him in the word “weeks”. His people will have a total of 70 weeks. These are weeks of years —each week represents 7 years. Gabriel was telling him there were 490 years total left to Israel, until their trials would be over and the Messiah will establish his Kingdom. Right now you're thinking “There have been a whole lot more years than 490. We must remember that this is God's timetable for Israel only. Daniel was told God's timetable would begin after the captivity is over, and his people were back in the promised land. God's time clock would begin when a decree was made to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem. Then there would be 7 weeks or 49 years plus, 62 weeks; or 434 more years until the Messiah would come. That makes a total of 483 years until the Messiah would come. Did anything spectacular happen 483 years after the decree was made to rebuild the temple? Not if you go by the solar calendar, we go by the day. However, the Jewish people always calculate time by the lunar calendar. When you calculate the years that way, it brings us to about the year 30 A.D. Did anything unusual happen at that time? The text explained exactly what took place then…”And after three score and two years shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself…”. It takes us to the exact time when Jesus was crucified. Give some thought to the phrase, “but not for Himself”. Jesus was not crucified for anything he had done wrong, but rather to pay the price of death for the sins of the world. We should take note how exacting the prophecy given to Daniel is. The 69 weeks given to the Jewish people were completed. There was still one more week for seven years left on God's timetable or calendar for the completion of the time allotted. What will happen then and when will that be? The last part of verse 26 introduces us to two new thoughts. First, it speaks of the Prince that shall come, then it tells us that he will come from the people that shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. This would be followed by desolation. This happened in 70 AD just as predicted in Matthew 24. Then Daniel 9:27 takes a herculean leap or jump in time. It skips over centuries of time and takes us to a prophecy yet to be fulfilled in the end times. Why would Gabriel do that? The answer is really fairly simple. The prophecy here is only about God's timetable for his people, the people of whom Daniel was a part of. The children of Israel. There is nothing given him about the church age, which is a parentheses between the 69th and 70th week. Had he been told about the church age, it would probably have been meaningless to him. Set in the background of the Babylonian captivity—Daniel was only interested in the future and what the future will hold for his own people. We read in that verse, about the person who will rise in the last days from among the Gentile people. It appears the entire world will be in great turmoil at that time and anti-Semitism will have gotten much greater than even today. Israel will be crying out for peace; hoping for someone to appear on the scene. To provide that peace, they were longing for. Then a man, who will very rapidly rise to power, and will convince Israel he can produce this peace for which they have long for so long. He offers a peace plan to many nations which would last for seven years. Then he confirmed that covenant. This appears to be a good move but, this man is better known as the Antichrist. He will be one of satan's last efforts to destroy Israel and wipe the Jews off the face of the earth. Satan will empower him to thwart the promises God has made to the children of Israel. We continued the narrative in verse 27.

“…and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate”.

In simple terms, it means he will turn on Israel cause them to no longer worship and set himself up as god in the holy temple. This one will persecute the Jewish people until the 70th week of God's timetable ends. Beginning with Daniel 11:36, we'll learn more about the activities of this wicked tool of satan.

“And the king (the antichrist) shall do according to his will, and he shall exalt himself and magnify himself of every god and shall speak marvelous things against the God of gods and shall prosper to the indignation, be accomplished: for that, that is determined shall be done.” 

Once again, to put it in simple words, the antichrist will be so full of pride he will consider himself to be greater than God. Isaiah 14:12 -14 explains why. 

“How are you falling from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning? How are you cut down to the ground? You will weaken the nations, for you have said in your heart “I will send into heaven. I will exalt my throne above the stars of God. I will also sit on the Mount of Congregation on the farthest skies of the north.  I will send above the heights of the clouds. I will be like the Most High”. 

These verses describe Satan himself. We have seen the description of the antichrist, who will be the earthly emissary of satan. As previously stated, this end time person will do all in his power to destroy Israel so that God could not keep the prophetic promises he made to them. As the antichrist rises in power over the nations, he will gather the riches of the world. “For the God of forces, his father knew not, though he promised peace”. We read about nations that will rise up against him. We know that while all of this is going on, he is still determined to persecute, kill, and destroy every vestige of anything Jewish. This period of time in the Bible is also called “The time of Jacob's Trouble”. We will be looking at these events as we continue this series of messages. We picked up the end of the story beginning with verse 40. 

“19 And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army.
20 And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.”

 To complete the story, we need to continue reading from where we stopped. At the end of Daniel 11. 

“12 And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book.
2 And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.”
Daniel 12: 1-2 All of these events will take place at the end of the 70th week Daniel. As the Prophet Zachariah and the apostle Paul tell us all Israel will be saved. That all refers to that little remnant of Jewish people still alive at the end of this horrible tribulation period. They will looked up, see Jesus returning to the Earth to establish his Kingdom and realize they failed to accept him as a Messiah and savior. They will turn to him and be saved. Just as that remnant of Jewish people had to turn to Jesus and accept him as their savior, so do you. And remember, eternity lasts a long time. Receive Jesus as your savior today.

