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CANADA’S NATIONAL BIBLE HOUR - E. C. Manning

“Things Which Must Shortly Come to Pass” Part Three
Now let us resume our series of talks on “Things Which Must Shortly Come to Pass”.  The passage of Scripture we will examine today is II Thessalonians 2:1-10.  If you have your Bible handy, please follow carefully as we read.  II Thessalonians 2:1-10.

“Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto Him,…” Please notice that two great future events are mentioned in this first verse.  ONE: the coming of Jesus Christ, that is, Christ’s personal return to this earth to set up His millennial kingdom. And TWO: our gathering together unto Him.  That is a reference to His prior appearing in the clouds of heaven to gather out of this world unto Himself all those who have received Him as their personal Saviour and been spiritually reborn into the family and household of God.   Let us read on:
“We beseech you, brethren,… that ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter  as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.” “The day of Christ” is a Bible term referring to the day of Christ’s second coming.  The Apostle continues, “Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day (that is, the day of Christ’s second coming) shall not come, Except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.  The reference here is to the coming Antichrist, and Paul goes on, Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? And now ye know what withholdeth that he (that is, the Antichrist) might be revealed in his time.  For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only He Who now letteth will let…”, When our Bible was translated into the English language in 1611, the words “let” and “letteth” had a meaning we now convey by the words “hinder” or “restrain”.  So today we would say, “He who now hindereth will hinder, until He be taken out of the way.” Paul is here referring to the role of the Holy Spirit through the Church of Christ, in hindering or holding back the working of what he calls the “mystery of iniquity”.  He will continue to hold in check the mystery of iniquity and prevent the Antichrist gaining entrance on the world scene until He is removed: when Christ appears for His Church and all true believers are translated out of this world to meet the Lord in the air and be forever with Him.

Then Paul says, “And then shall that wicked (that is, the Anti-Christ) be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of His mouth and shall destroy with the brightness of His coming: Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.”  This entire passage is rich with prophetic insight into things which must shortly come to pass.  It outlines a sequence of events culminating in the Day of the Lord or personal return of Jesus Christ to take over the management of world affairs and reign in righteousness over all peoples and tongues and nations. Evidently, some people in the Church at Thessalonika in Paul’s day were saying that the Second Coming of Christ was near at hand, and that they had letters from Paul to that effect.  The Holy Spirit moved the old apostle to write to the Church, denying their claims and pointing out that Christ’s personal return to earth would be preceded by a sequence of events which had not yet taken place.  Hence, it was unscriptural for them to say that the Second coming of Christ was near at hand.  In listing the sequence of events which must take place before Christ returns, Paul lists them in reverse order.  That is, he starts with the last predicted event before Christ’s return and then the one which will precede that, and so on.  

Now let us look closely at what he tells us.  The Day of Christ, or Second Coming, will not take place until after there occurs what he calls a “falling away”.  “That day,” he says, “shall not come, except there come a falling away first.”  This is consistent with what Christ Himself said when He spoke of His Second Coming in His great prophetic sermon recorded in Matthew 24.  I hope you will read it for yourself, and notice especially the 12th verse where He says, “Because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.”  Evidently, the period immediately before Christ’s return will be marked by a universal upsurge of iniquity and a corresponding decline of faith in God and loyalty to Him and His Word.  In other words, universal apostasy will be the prevailing hallmark of the times.  Paul then points out the development that will produce that wave of universal apostasy, in which iniquity will abound.  It will be, he says, the coming of the Antichrist on the world scene.  Note again these words in II Thessalonians 2:3, “That day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped.”  From the time the Antichrist first starts to exert an influence on human affairs, his influence will be evil.  He will foster the very worst forms of secular humanism and use every means including force to eliminate every vestige of respect for God and righteousness.  His goal, Paul says, will be to usurp the place of God and show that in his new world order he is god.  
In verse 9, Paul also tells us that satanic forces of evil will have done preparatory work prior to the Antichrist being revealed.  His coming, Paul says, will be “after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish.” He comments on the same thing in verse 7, which reads, “The mystery of iniquity doth already work,” that is, it is working now in this present age.  The “mystery of iniquity” is a Bible term referring to the inclination to evil, inherent in human nature as a result of man’s alienation from God by sin.  This is a cardinal fact declared in Scripture and demonstrated in human conduct, which millions insist on denying.  Human nature in its natural state is evil, not good.  Its natural inclinations are towards evil rather than good, and have been so, ever since man’s original fall, when he first exercised his freedom of choice to reject the sovereign Lordship of God and to choose a course that he foolishly thought would make him wise and even enable him to be as God.  Through that willful act of disobedience, man died spiritually, and human nature was poisoned by the virus of sin.  That sin-prone nature each generation passes on to the next by the immutable law of heredity.  The sin inherent in human nature works in a mysterious way (“the mystery of iniquity”,  Paul calls it), but the consequences are consistently evil and they are cumulative.  That is why evil and godlessness will continue to increase with each successive generation, reaching a climax under the coming Antichrist, prior to Christ’s return.

But in verse 7, Paul also gives us another significant piece of information. He says, “The mystery of iniquity doth already work: only He who now letteth (or as we would say today, hindereth) will hinder until He be taken out of the way.  And then shall that Wicked (that is, the Antichrist) be revealed.”  Notice the personal pronoun.  “He who now hindereth will hinder, until He be taken out of the way.”  The reference clearly is to the Holy Spirit, whose role in this age, Christ said, would be to reprove the world of sin and of righteousness and of judgment.  Another of His functions is to empower spiritually reborn believers in Christ to resist and restrain evil.  This He will continue to do until Christ removes both His Church and the Holy Spirit from this world, when He finally completes the work of calling out of the world a people for His Name, His universal Church.  When Christ finally removes His Church from this earth and the Holy Spirit, in Paul’s words, is “taken out of the way”, “then shall that Wicked (that is, the Antichrist) be revealed.”  We see from this, that, the Antichrist’s coming on the world scene will follow the removal of the Church and the Holy Spirit at Christ’s appearing, and will quickly lead to a universal falling away from everything that pertains to God and righteousness.  This will pave the way for the Antichrist to attain the position of supreme head of a future godless world empire, where he will exercise dictatorial power, the Scriptures say, over all kindreds and tongues and nations, until Christ’s personal return to earth with His Church, at which time, at the great Battle of Armageddon, Christ will destroy the godless Antichrist with the brightness of His coming.
From Paul’s prophetic forecast of these future events, it is clear that the first one which must shortly come to pass is Christ’s personal appearing to remove His Church and the Holy Spirit from this world, thereby removing the last hindrance to the antichrist’s emergence on the world scene.  The Scriptures we have examined make clear that the Church will be, in fact, must be removed before the Antichrist can make his entrance on the world scene resulting in the time of great tribulation Christ Himself predicted for the period immediately prior to His return to set up His millennial kingdom of heaven on earth.  Contrary to what some may say, Jesus Christ will not leave His Church on this earth to go through the predicted time of great tribulation under the Antichrist.  As Paul says in 
I Thessalonians 5:9,  “For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ. Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him.”  Thanks be to God for that blessed assurance.  The Biblical blueprint for the future makes very clear that the next of the great events that must shortly come to pass is Christ’s personal appearing in the clouds of heaven to remove His Church from this world.  
In I Thessalonians 4:16, 17, Paul describes that glorious rapture or translation of the saints in these words: “The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”  I Corinthians 15:51, 52 tells us that that translation of the Church will take place in “in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye”.  II Thessalonians 2:10-12 makes clear that those people left behind, who have heard and rejected the truth of the Gospel today, will have no further hope of salvation.  Verse 11 says, “God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie.”  That is, the lie that the Antichrist is the one in whom they should put their trust. “God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: that they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” 

You see, men and women have a choice between receiving Jesus Christ as their Saviour today, and giving their allegiance to the Antichrist when he comes on the world scene after the Church is removed. Christ said when He was here, “I am come in My Father’s name, and ye receive Me not: if another shall come in his own name, him ye will receive.”  Thank God we are still living in the age when men and women have the opportunity to receive Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour and receive the forgiveness of sins and the priceless gift of eternal life through Him.  Whatever you do, don’t delay receiving Christ until it is forever too late.  Open your heart and life to Him now while the opportunity still is yours.  As our invitation hymn is sung, won’t you quietly bow your head wherever you are listening and invite Jesus Christ to come into your life and be your personal Saviour from this hour. May God bless you,

