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I would like to share with you today from what has been called the second best known words of the New Testament.  I think we would all agree that the beautiful words of John 3:16 are the best known for God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  These blessed and precious words of the Lord Jesus informing us of God’s love for sinners can be quoted by heart by most Christians even the very youngest.  But what would you say are the second best known verses of the New Testament?  There were probably be much difference of opinion at first then after we thought about it for a while we might tend to agree with one Bible commentator that the second best known and loved words of the New Testament are those found in Matthew 11:28-29.  So let me turn to these important words of the Lord Jesus under the topic:
A VERY SPECIAL INVITATION

Matthew 11:28-29

Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest, take my yoke upon you and learn of me for I am meek and lowly in heart and ye shall find rest unto your souls.  A Very Special Invitation some years ago my wife and I pastored a Baptist Church in Edmonton, it had been founded by the late Mr. Ernest Manning and Mrs. Muriel Manning his wife.  They were both members and very active in the church ministry, we also had many, many good Christian couples who assisted us in the work, one such couple was the late Mr. Orvis and Mrs. Gladys Kennedy, I am sure some of our listeners will recall them, they were very active in the social credit work of the day as well as that of the church and in this radio ministry.  We often visited in their home and they in ours, one time when visiting with them I had learned that Orvis had spent some time as a member of Parliament and I asked him what would be the highlight of those years, without wasting a moment he replied that the invitation to meet with Queen Elizabeth would certainly be the highlight.  Then he proceeded to tell of the excitement of receiving the invitation of all the preparations that took place and finally the honor and awe that he felt as he was presented to the Queen of England the Royal Head of the British Empire.  The thrill and enthrallment of that special time was indelibly marked in his memory.  Now that was certainly a special invitation for comparatively few are ever invited to meet the Queen.  But here in scripture we have a greater invitation for it is from the Lord Jesus Christ and He says come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest.  Let us think about these words for a few moments, first we note that the invitation is to come, come to me, this invitation was given to a nation that would soon reject Him and cry out, crucify Him, crucify Him.
Jesus knew this yet He says come, come unto me, He might have said go away from me or depart from me, ye workers of iniquity.  John 2:25 says that Jesus knew what was in man, He knew the hypocrisy there, the sinfulness that resided in man, yet He says come, come to me, what a very special invitation this is.  Someone had said the sweetest word in all the English language is the word come, and Jesus says come.

I know all about you but I want you to come to me.  Then we note that the invitation is very special for it is a universal invitation, come unto me all ye, it is not just for the Jews or for some separate people group, no matter how special they may be.  The Invitation of Christ is for all ye all men everywhere.  First Timothy 2, 3&4 says that God the Savior will have all men to be saved and to come to knowledge of the truth.  And verse 6 says that Christ gave Himself a ransom for all, Christ’s invitation then is a universal invitation to all men, rich or poor, learned or ignorant, royal or common, come unto me all ye and I will give you rest.  You see there is a common ailment of mankind, Romans 3:23 says for all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.  Every person born into this world is born a sinner and alienated from God.  In Ephesians 2:17 we read we read wherefore remember that ye being in time passed Gentiles in the flesh that at that time ye were without Christ being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the Covenants of promise having no hope and without God in the world.  Think of it aliens without God, having no hope, this is the very sad condition of man that made Christ come and pay the price of mans sin on the cross.  
Jesus invitation then is very special for it is to sinful men to those who feel the burden of guilt, for Jesus said for all ye who labor and are heavy laden, there are many who know they have sinned and it’s pressing down on them like a great burden, Jesus says come.  There are many who labor trying to do enough to save them but never knowing if all their good works will really be enough, Jesus says come.  
I did the work of paying for your sin at the Cross, come and I will save you and forgive you.  Come unto me, there are some who think they are too good, they don’t need to be saved by Jesus, but scripture says there is none righteous, no not one.  There is none that understand it, there is none that seeketh after God, they are all gone out of the way, there is none that doeth good, no not one. (Romans 3:10)
So to the self-righteous Jesus says come unto me, I wonder have you done that, have you accepted this great and special invitation, if not will you accept it today.  Then we note that the invitation is special because of the very special person, who issues it.  Jesus said come unto me, so we need to ask who is this one who offers such a special invitation.  Well He is the one who is promised for centuries to Israel, and who has promised to be the Savior of the world.  Isaiah the prophet spoke of His coming when he wrote, behold a Virgin shall conceive and bare a son and shall call His name Emmanuel.  Later an angel spoke to Joseph the espoused husband of Mary saying she shall bring forth a son and thou shall call His name Jesus, for He shall save His people from their sins.  Now all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying behold a virgin shall be with child and shall bring forth a son and they shall call His name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is God With Us. (Matthew Chapter 1)
Jesus is the one prophesized in the Old Testament, Jesus was God’s special Son and was truly Emmanuel, God with Us.  Jesus spoke the Words of God, He did the works of God, healing the sick, the lame, the blind, works that proved He was indeed the Son of God.  As God the Son He gave His life on the cross as a payment for all the sins of all the world.  Jesus was raised from the dead proving that all that He said and did was true.  Friends this invitation is to come, or to come is not offered by an ordinary man or even a great man, but it is offered by God the Son.  The one which scripture declares will one day rule on the throne of David as King of Kings and Lord of Lords, this is what makes the invitation so very special, Jesus was God.  

Paul wrote God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the spirit, seen of angels, preached under the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory. (First Timothy 3)  Jesus as God says come unto me, I will give you rest.  This makes the invitation a very, very special one, friends the issue is not one of just believing some man or saying no to a human being when Jesus says come believe in me, receive me, trust me, it is God who is involved, it is God who invites us, it is God who is received or rejected.  Jesus said in John 6:38 I came down from heaven not to do mine own will but the will of Him that sent me.  To ignore the invitation then is to reject and refuse or ignore God and His Son.  Today is the day of salvation, God’s invitation to come to Christ and to find rest is still open, but it will not always be so, one day this age of grace will end and then there will be no opportunity to accept His gracious invitation or our lives could end suddenly and the opportunity to accept Christ could be gone forever.  The one way to make sure of your salvation is to come to Christ now receive Him as your Savior and Lord and learn to live for His glory.  It is our hope and prayer that you will do this. 
Then finally the invitation is very special because of the promise associated with it.  Jesus said come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest.  And verse 29 ye shall find rest unto your souls, so Jesus is speaking about a spiritual rest, rest of the soul, the spiritual leaders of Israel had over the centuries built up a limitless number of things for the faithful to do or not to do, and by there adding do’s and don’ts to God’s law they had laid heavy burdens on the sincere followers of those days.  Jesus in saying come to me and I will give you rest indicates then that we can receive it as a gift.  The Greek word for rest means relief from labor or to refresh, so Christ is saying the peace with God that you are vainly seeking by all your religious efforts can be found in me.  I will give it to you as a gift, so cease from your labors, lay down your heavy burdens and receive the forgiveness of sins as a gift, and you know that is exactly what we need to do.  Scripture says we cannot gain peace with God by any works that we do but only through trusting what Christ has done.  In Ephesians 2, 8 and 9 we read for by grace are you saved through faith and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God not of works lest any man should boast.  So God gives salvation not to those who try to work for it, but to those who will receive it by faith, they believe God’s Word, they admit there helplessness and ask for His forgiveness in Christ.
Some years ago an Evangelist attempted to convince a wealthy woman that all her works would not save her in God’s sight, he was unsuccessful.  The woman gave a large supper one night for the poor and provided them all with new clothes an inspiration struck the Evangelist, and he said to her if one of your guests would come to you thanking you first for the new clothes that you gave them but said I must do something in return here are all my old dirty clothes rolled up in this parcel, would you accept them and be pleased he asked.  Of course not, the lady replied, then it dawned on her how useless were all her efforts to make herself better and she willingly turned and accepted Christ as her Savior.
Jesus offers us today this special invitation to come to Him, to cease all our own labors and receive as a gift Eternal Rest.  I hope you will not ignore or refuse this very special invitation, but that you will come and accept it today.

