Radio Isaiah Lesson Four
By Dr. Fred H. Hartman

As we continue our messages from the book of Isaiah, we turn to chapter seven today. This is one of the key chapters in the entire Bible, because it is here, we learn about the virgin birth of Christ.  Without Jesus being born of a virgin, He would have had a sin nature, just like everyone else.  If that were so, He could not have been the sinless, spotless Lamb of God.  Therefore, His death on the cross could not have paid the price demanded by God for the penalty for your sins and mine.
To begin our study about the virgin birth, we must first give you a brief historical background of the chapter so we can better understand what the Word of God is teaching us here.
You probably remember that after the reign of King Solomon, the nation of Israel was divided, with ten of the tribes in the northern kingdom called Israel or Ephraim in the Bible.  The two other tribes in the south were called Judah. For about two centuries they had been at odds with one another, that sometimes even caused war between them.
As chapter seven begins, word came to King Ahaz of Judah that Israel had joined forces with Syria to take down the country of Judah. This caused great fear among both the king and all the people of Judah.  Verse two describes that as: “So his heart and the heart of his people were moved as the trees of the woods are moved with the wind.” 
Meanwhile, Ahaz had made a secret agreement with a much stronger nation, Assyria, that if his kingdom were ever attacked, the Assyrian army would come to his aid.  To get this promise, Ahaz had agreed to pay tribute money to Assyria and actually become a vassal state to them.  Assyria was a large and powerful nation.  He sent his messengers with expensive gifts to Nineveh, while strengthening the defenses of Jerusalem until help arrived.  Little did he realize that Assyria was a growing power, with desires to take over the entire Middle East.  H

It was at this point the Lord spoke to Isaiah and told him to take his son and go to meet Ahaz, who would be at a specific place, and give the king a message from the Lord. Ahaz had not wanted to ask Isaiah to give him a message from the Lord, for he considered Isaiah to be a troublemaker.
As you read the Lord's message given through Isaiah to King Ahaz in chapter seven, it might seem hard to understand, but it is quite simple.  He told him to forget his alliance with Assyria, for the Lord would protect him and his people from the armies of Israel and Syria.  However, in sixty-five years Assyria would conquer the ten northern tribes, and Israel and Syria would no longer be a threat.  God was giving this message to Ahaz to try to get him to trust the Lord for deliverance from his enemies, rather than trust in alliances he might make with other countries.  While the Lord was trying to give Ahaz comfort regarding his immediate situation, he did not believe the prophet.  He wanted to get on with the pressing business of an enemy he thinks is about to strike.
It is apparent that right here in verse eleven, God added to His message to Ahaz. “Ask a sign for yourself from the LORD your God; ask it either in the depths or the height above.”  What a great offer God gives to Ahaz. Ahaz, you seem unwilling to believe this promise.  You are all upset about the danger. Don’t you think that God is willing to prove that He is able to protect His city?
In the next verse, we see the reply of Ahaz. “I will not ask, nor will I test the Lord.”  At first glance it might seem that Ahaz was very pious with his answer, but that is not the case.  What the king means by his answer is that he is not interested in what God could promise Him.  He wanted to get away from all of this “stuff” and go on with building the defenses of Jerusalem.  He did not have time to spend with this troublemaker Isaiah and these foolish messages from God.
God was now ready to give a strong rebuke to King Ahaz.  In so doing, God was declaring that He was going to replace Ahaz eventually upon the throne of David by one who will be a true servant of God as David was. Verse thirteen gives us the strong rebuke from God. “Then he said, ‘Hear now, O house of David! Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will you weary my God also?’  Therefore, the Lord Himself will give you a sign.”
We should note here that this sign is addressed not only to Ahaz, but to the entire house of David.   The whole house of David is going through some exceedingly difficult times because they had a king who was unfaithful to God, as were almost all of the people.  With this attitude of unbelief, it would only be natural expect the Lord to make some declaration that He will replace Ahaz with one who will be a worthy representative of God on the throne of David.  We must also remember a promise that was previously given, that God was going to protect His people.  This prophetic word of comfort that will follow is not addressed to Ahaz, but to that remnant of godly people who have remained faithful to the Lord in spite of their leader and the majority of the nation having turned their backs on God and followed after the heathen gods and their idolatry.  
[bookmark: _Int_hPINsAwN]Now we come to the heart of this portion of Scripture, found in Isaiah seven, verses fourteen through seventeen.  “Therefore, the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel. Curds and honey shall he eat, that he may know to refuse the evil and choose the good.  For before the Child shall know to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land that you dread will be forsaken by both her kings.  The Lord will bring the king of Assyria upon you and your people and your father’s house – days that have not come since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah.”
[bookmark: _Int_FqeDrISP]Now, before we try to break down this passage of Scripture, we need to understand one of the basic principles of interpreting Bible prophecy. In prophetic sections of the Bible, there are often times when there are portions of that prophecy that can refer to current events or those that will come to pass shortly.   That same prophetic portion will also contain events that will take place at a future time and may not have even been fulfilled by today.  They will, however, be fulfilled by God at the time He has chosen.  Such is the case in the verses we have just read.
[bookmark: _Int_ulanMSzy]There are three different and distinct prophecies in these four verses. Each one would be fulfilled at a different time.  The first one is the problem that is the immediate concern to King Ahaz.  The kings of Ephraim, (the ten northern tribes), also called Israel, along with the king of Assyria were about to defeat the armies of Judah in battle. While Ahaz was occupied with building a defense system in Jerusalem, God had a message for him. If a child were born then, before he was old enough to know the difference between good and evil, those attacking kings would be gone.  Both of these kings would be dead.  By this portion of the prophecy, the Lord was seeking to get Ahaz to trust in Him.  God would resolve this problem of the enemy no matter what.  Even though Ahaz did not believe in this promise of God, the Lord still kept His promise anyhow.  
The second provision of this prophecy given to Ahaz is introduced back in verse eight.  There we read; “Within sixty-five years Ephraim will be broken, so that it will not be a people.”  It is telling us that not only will those two northern kings attack Judah, but that Ephraim, or the nation called Israel to the north, will be conquered by Assyria, the very nation Ahaz was looking to for help.  Then in verse seventeen there is a provision that at that time Assyria would come against Judah as well.  “The Lord will bring the king of Assyria upon you and your people and your father’s house – days that have not come since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah.”
[bookmark: _Int_km0CCF5M]This is referring to the time when the Assyrian armies conquered the northern kingdom in 722 B.C., and left it totally desolate.  They also conquered all of Judah with the exception of Jerusalem.  The armies of Sennacherib surrounded Jerusalem and were about ready to take it.  But then one night the angel of the Lord came and slew 185,000 Assyrian soldiers.  Sennacherib, instead of taking Jerusalem, went back home, and Judah was spared.
The third provision of this prophecy is the most important, and where our major interest is.  God had pleaded with Ahaz to trust Him, but he would not.  So, even though he was not interested in what the Lord was going to do, God said you are going to get a prophecy anyhow.  You are not worthy to rule over Israel.  “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son and shall call His name Immanuel.”  This provision of the prophecy would not be fulfilled for over seven hundred years, but it was, just as God promised.
There are two key words in this portion of the prophecy. They are “virgin” and “Immanuel.”  The name Immanuel in the Hebrew means “God with us.”  While it is possible for a mere human being to have this name, it seems much more likely that the name would designate one who was the incarnate Son of God.  That would necessarily mean that Immanuel is Jesus, who truly meets the qualifications that God is with us.
The word “virgin” used here is not the normal one used for a virgin. It is the Hebrew word “almah.”  This word is used normally for a young woman and includes the idea that she is a virgin.  It occurs only seven times in the Old Testament.  A typical use of the word is found in Genesis 24:43, where it speaks of a young woman coming out to draw water.  This is when the servant of Abraham who had been sent to find a bride for Isaac, determined that she was the one to be the bride for him.  Naturally, the young woman for whom he was looking would be a virgin.
It is also important to note that the translators of the Septuagint, which is the Hebrew Old Testament translated into Greek, translated the word in Isaiah 7:14 as “virgin”.  This was completed some 200 years before Christ was born.
[bookmark: _Int_HQqvjlqi][bookmark: _Int_cu1L7phs]Matthew settles this question once and for all. “Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit.  Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly.  But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream saying, Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.  And she shall bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.  Now all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying: ‘Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel, which is translated, God with us.’”
[bookmark: _Int_XZwLtctu][bookmark: _Int_fl5OVoaI]Why have we taken so much time dealing with the virgin birth of Christ? The answer is very simple.  It is one of the five basic doctrines of the Christian faith.  They are the virgin birth, the Deity of Jesus, His sacrificial atonement for sins, His bodily resurrection and His physical return.  Without any one of these, you can have no hope of eternal life.  If Jesus was not born of a virgin, He was a mere man like us. He would have a sin nature just like us and could never have paid the price for our sins.  It is sad to say, but today so many churches no longer hold these truths, and really only have a social gospel to preach, which offers no hope.  I know this to be true, for I was raised in such a church, and left it soon after the Lord saved me.
[bookmark: _Int_J4SYbi5n]If we do not believe in these basic doctrines of the Bible, we cannot have our sins forgiven and be granted eternal life. We need to remember that our life is very short, and that eternity lasts for a very long time. We may not understand all the implications of these doctrines, but it is sufficient to say that while King Ahaz would not believe the promises of God, you can.  If you would believe that Jesus was God in the flesh, and that He died for your sins, by faith you can trust Him as your Savior, and be given eternal life.  This is something I did many years ago, and you can do it right now.  Then, as you grow in the Lord you will get a better understanding of what we have been speaking about.  
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