Radio Isaiah 10
By Dr. Fred H. Hartman

In our study of some of the prophecies of Isaiah, we have seen several people called the servants of God.  Isaiah was the discouraged servant because the Lord told him his people would not accept his message.  Israel was the rebellious servant that turned from the Lord to idolatry.  Cyrus was called the servant of God because he freed the Jewish people from the Babylonian exile.  The Messiah/Jesus was the suffering servant, who was rejected by all, and took our sins upon Him when He suffered and died on the cross.  We have previously looked at this in our study of Isaiah 53.
Today, I would like to begin by looking at the last few verses of Isaiah 53, where we learn of the future glory that will be given to this suffering servant, who by the way, is not Israel, but is Jesus.  “Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise (or crush) Him; He has put Him to grief.  When You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His hand.  He shall see the travail of His soul, and be satisfied.  By His knowledge (or by the knowledge of Him) My righteous Servant shall justify many, for He shall bear their iniquities.  Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, and He shall divide the spoil with the strong, because He poured out His soul unto death, and He was numbered with the transgressors, and He bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.”
We learn in these last verses of Isaiah 53 about the future glory of the Messiah/Jesus.  All the suffering and anguish Jesus went through as the servant of the Lord were, in the final analysis, the result of God’s will.  It was God’s will to crush Him and to afflict Him with grief, because He made the sacrificial offering for the sins of every person who has ever lived, or who will ever live on this earth.
”He shall see His seed,” does not refer to the physical seed of Jesus, for He had no children.  It is referring to His spiritual seed, those who will trust Him as their Savior.  “Prolong His days” is referring to the fact that after He paid the price for our sins by His death on Calvary, He was raised from the dead and lives eternally.
We also see here that “He shall see the travail of His soul, and be satisfied.”  The servant Messiah Jesus will look back on the suffering, pain and sorrow He went through for us, and will finally be pleased with the results of His sacrifice,  Not only did He provide salvation for the Jews, but this message of the cross and salvation will have reached to the ends of the earth.
In chapter 53 of Isaiah, Messianic prophecy reaches its majestic peak.  The great commentator Delitzsch puts it this way.  “The Servant of Jehovah goes through shame to glory and through death to life.  He conquers when He yields; He rules after being enslaved; He lives after He has died; He completes His work after He Himself has been apparently cut off.  His glory streams upon the dark ground of the deepest humiliation.”
We can only add that apart from the Lord Jesus Christ, it would be impossible to understand this majestic chapter in Isaiah, and it would forever be a dark mystery without solution.  However, in the light of His life it has become the brightest star of Hebrew prophecy, the star of hope and salvation for all men.
Prior to Isaiah 53, the prophet had been prophetically speaking about God restoring Israel following the Babylonian captivity, and then looked ahead to a day of final restoration as well.  As we move on to chapter 54, we find the prophet resuming his message about a day when Israel will finally be redeemed once and for all.  Because of this restoration to God’s favor, the chapter begins with a triumphant song of Zion that will have been restored to God’s favor.
“Sing, O barren, you who have not borne!  Break forth into singing, and cry aloud, you who have not travailed with child!  For more are the children of the desolate than the children of the married woman, says the LORD.  Enlarge the place of your tent, and let them stretch out the curtains of your habitations; do not spare; lengthen your cords, and strengthen your stakes, for you shall expand to the right and to the left, and your descendants shall inherit the nations, and make the desolate cities inhabited.”  
During the Babylonian captivity, Israel was like a rejected wife.  She was barren, desolate in spirit and in apparently hopeless situation.  She felt the Lord had forgotten her.  Now that the Lord is going to once again look on her with favor, she is to break forth into a song of joy.  There is a promise here that those exiles returning from Babylon would produce more children, and that the nation would have a larger population than she ever had.  She would not only rebuild the cities that had been desolated, but spread out with new towns from right to left.
I am convinced there is a dual prophecy here, one part that was fulfilled after the return from captivity, and one that is being fulfilled before our very eyes today.  Mark Twain paid a visit to the “holy land” in the mid 1800’s.  He wrote that he saw nothing but desolation, sand and a few shepherds tending their flocks.  When I was born, there were only 30,000 Jews living in the land.  Today, there are nearly eight million Jewish people living in Israel, which is over half of the Jewish population of the world.  Their cities are very modern and beautiful.  They are leaders of the world in science, technology, medicine and agriculture.  Over the last 45 years, I have been privileged to visit this land 16 times, and have seen this development with my own eyes.
May I remind you that God has promised that a day would come when He would bring the Jewish people back into their land.  We also know that it will involve the end times.  Let me show you what God has promised by reading a lengthy passage from Ezekiel 36, beginning with verse 8.
“But you, O mountains of Israel, you shall shoot forth your branches and yield your fruit to My people Israel, for they are about to come.  For indeed I am for you, and I will turn to you, and you shall be tilled and sown.  I will multiply men upon you, all the house of Israel, all of it; and the cities shall be inhabited and the ruins rebuilt.  I will multiply upon you man and beast; and they shall increase and bear young; I will make you inhabited as in former times, and do better for you than at your beginnings.  Then you shall know that I am the LORD.  Yes, I will cause men to walk on you, My people Israel; they shall take possession of you, and you shall be their inheritance; no more shall you bereave them of their children.  Thus says the Lord GOD: Because they say to you, you devour men and bereave your nation of children, therefore, you shall devour men no more, nor bereave your nation anymore, says the Lord GOD.  Nor will I let you hear the taunts of the nations anymore, nor bear the reproach of the peoples anymore, nor shall you cause your nation to stumble anymore, says the Lord God.“
“ Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying: Son of man, when the house of Israel dwell in their own land, they defiled it by their own ways and deeds; to Me their way was like the uncleanness in a woman in her customary impurity.  Therefore I poured out My fury on them for the blood they had shed on the land, and for their idols with which they had defiled it.  So I scattered them among the nations, and they were dispersed throughout the countries; I judged them according to their ways and deeds.  When they came to the nations, wherever they went, they profaned My holy name - when they said of them, These are the people of the LORD, and yet they have gone out of His land.  But I had concern for My holy name, which the house of Israel had profaned among the nations wherever they went.  Therefore say to the house of Israel, thus the Lord GOD: I do not do this for your sake, O house of Israel, but for My holy name’s sake, which you have profaned among the nations wherever you went.  And I will sanctify My great name, which has been profaned among the nations, which you have profaned in their midst; and the nations shall know that I am the LORD, says the Lord GOD, when I am hallowed in you before their eyes.”
“For I will take you from among the nations, gather you out of all countries, and bring you into your own land.  Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols.  I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments and do them.  Then you shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; you shall be My people, and I will be your God.”
In these verses, the Lord makes it very clear that He is not finished with Israel.  The prophet shows us that the nation will not just be taken into captivity by one nation, Babylon, but will be scattered abroad throughout the nations of the world.  Two reasons are given as to why God punished them.  One is because of forsaking Him and turning to idolatry.  The second is because of other sins they had committed.   
When God used Cyrus to free them to go back to the land, they did prosper for a time, but not anywhere nearly like our passage promises.  Furthermore, the scattering of the Jewish people throughout the entire world did not take place until after the Romans conquered Israel in 70 A.D.
In the late nineteenth century, something very unusual began to take place.  Because of persecution, Jewish people around the world began to think about returning to their own homeland.  That small trickle of Jewish people began to swell, until today it is like a river flowing back to the land.  What God promised through the prophet Isaiah and Ezekiel is taking place before our very eyes.  Now Ezekiel makes it very clear that the Jewish people will return to the land in unbelief, the promises are still there that God is going to do far more for them in the future.  In fact, God states that very thing when He says He will do better for them than at their beginnings.
After the Jewish people are returned to their homeland, God promises to sprinkle clean water on them.  He says that they will no longer have a stony heart, but He will give them a new heart.  You might say it will be a “kosher heart.”  It will be a heart that will please God.  He concludes by saying that the nation of Israel will finally be His people. and He will be their God.  It is at that time God will bless them as never before, for Christ will reign over them and th earth for 1,000 years.  The kingdom promises made to Abraham 4,000 years ago will finally be fulfilled.
Let me close today by asking you a simple question.  Hos is your heart?  Is it like mine was, cold and stony toward God?  He is swilling to change your heart and give you a new one.  First, you must recognize you are a sinner.  As a sinner, you deserve all the wrath of God.  There is nothing you can do yourself to get rid of this problem.  However, God sent His Son to pay the price for sin that you cannot pay.  He died for your sins and paid the price in full.  If you would trust Him as your Savior by asking Him to come into your heat, He will forgive your sin, give you a new heart, and grant you eternal life.  The decision is yours to make.  Don’t put it off.  Tomorrow may be too late!
is landH

 
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]

 is days”
  
1

