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Transcript
A few weeks ago, our pastor was challenging our church to read through the Bible in a year. Then he said something that really struck home in my heart. “Suppose when you get to heaven, a man walks up to you and says ‘here's Zephaniah’ and asked you ‘How did you like my book in the Bible?’” What would you say? It really made me think in light of that? 
Let’s look at the book written by the Prophet Obadiah today. What do you know about his prophecy? Obadiah is the shortest book in the Old Testament, consisting of only 21 verses. There are 12 men who had this name in the Old Testament, and the writer is one of them. The name Obadiah in Hebrew means ‘Worshiper of Jehovah’. Since the entire book is written concerning Edom, it would do us well to learn about the background of this place today. Edom covers the southern part of the country of Jordan, and lies just east of Israel, in the area of the Dead Sea. We know that when Esau left Canaan and Jacob he settled at Mount Sere which is Edom. In the years following that, there developed bad blood between the Jewish people and Edom, according to numbers 20, when the children of Israel were on their wilderness journey to the promised land, Moses sent messengers to the king of Edom, requesting permission to go through that land. The responses found in numbers 20:20 and 21, where the king said “You shall not pass through.” So Edom came out against them with many men and a strong hand. Thus Edom refused to give Israel passage through his territory. So Israel turned away from him. In the books of Samuel and Kings, we see where there were real problems between Edom and Israel. In actuality, there were perpetual problems. There were hostilities between them during the life or the reign of King Saul, David and Solomon. So the animosity toward Israel and the hatred continued for centuries. Later, Edom was conquered by the Nabataians. And many of the Edomites fled into Judah, where they remained. In the Bible they became known as the Idumaens. From these people came a very famous family in Israel who actually ruled over the Jewish people. We know them as the Herods. Was it not a Herod who ordered the baby boys slaughtered at the time when Jesus was born? Jesus was tried before Herod. Was not John the Baptist slain and his head brought to King Herod on a charger? Was it not the apostle Paul who was brought before Herod Agrippa? So we see there was a constant hatred of the Jewish people by the Edomite. In the 1st nine verses of the Book of Obadiah, we find a message from God to the Prophet for the Nations to rise up against Edom and destroy her. We know from the Book of Daniel that God often uses one nation against another. To accomplish his will. In verses 2 through 4, we find the destruction of Edom prophesied. “Behold, I will make you small among the nations. You shall be greatly despised. The pride of your heart has deceived you. You who dwell in the clefts of the rock, whose habitation is high, you who say in your heart. Who will bring me down to the ground. Though you exalt yourself on high as the eagle, and though you set your nest among the stars from there will I bring you down says The Lord.”
In essence, these verses tell us that, for one thing, it would be the pride of Edom that would bring her down. Edom was proud of her wealth gained by trading and mining. We know that Petra is a place in Edom that is carved out of solid rock. Because of these things, the people there thought they were impregnable. And no one could defeat them. God says that though man might not be able to do it, he would swoop down like an eagle and take her down. 
In verses 5 through 7, it tells us that the enemy would come in like thieves in the night and would take everything. Nothing would be left even for the gleaners. The Nabataeans did exactly that some years later, how did they do it? Their people gradually moved into the land as immigrants until enough of them had come. And they just took over the land. This is exactly what verse 8 is saying. “The men at peace with you shall deceive you. And prevail against you. Those who eat your bread shall lay a trap for you. No one is aware of it.” The wise men of Edom were cut off and their army was in total disarray. 
Teman was the capitalist peak of the entire country. Her arrogance led her to complete humiliation at the hands of their enemy. The Word of God gives us the reason for the fall of Edom in verses 10 through 14. It was because of their attitudes, as recorded in verses 10 through 12 and because of her actions recorded in verses 13 and 14. Edom was arrogant against her brother Jacob, or the Jewish people. She had a continual, violent hatred against them when other nations fought against Jerusalem, she sided with them. This was followed by rejoicing over the destruction of Judah and boasting that their enemy had been defeated. As for their actions, they were even worse. They entered the gates of Jerusalem and looted the city of its wealth. Not only did they do that, but they killed those who were trying to escape and gave the survivors over to the invading army. 
When we come to verse 15 of Obadiah, the picture completely changes. It takes a Herculean jump in time all the way over to the day of the Lord, which is still future from today. Here what will happen to Edom at that time becomes an illustration of God's judgment on all the nations at that future day. The destruction of Edom foreshadows what the Lord will do to the nations that similarly mistreat his chosen people, Israel. This is made clear in verses 15 through 17 for the day of the Lord upon all the nations is near, as you have done, it shall be done to you. Your reprisal shall return upon your own head. For as you drank on my holy mountain, so shall all the nations drink continually. Yes, they shall drink and swallow, and they shall be as though they had never been. Now let us go to some parallel scripture passage. Passages that speak of Edom in the future we could read about this in Isaiah 34 five and six and Jeremiah 49, but for the sake of time we will look at Ezekiel 25 verses 12 to 14. “This is what the Sovereign Lord says: ‘Because Edom took revenge on Judah and became very guilty by doing so, 13 therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I will stretch out my hand against Edom and kill both man and beast. I will lay it waste, and from Teman to Dedan they will fall by the sword. 14 I will take vengeance on Edom by the hand of my people Israel, and they will deal with Edom in accordance with my anger and my wrath; they will know my vengeance, declares the Sovereign Lord.’” 
Not only will God pour out his wrath on Edom, but he will use Israel to accomplish it. Finally, we'll look at Ezekiel 35. The word of the Lord came to me: 2 “Son of man, set your face against Mount Seir; prophesy against it 3 and say: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: I am against you, Mount Seir, and I will stretch out my hand against you and make you a desolate waste. 4 I will turn your towns into ruins and you will be desolate. Then you will know that I am the Lord.
5 “‘Because you harbored an ancient hostility and delivered the Israelites over to the sword at the time of their calamity, the time their punishment reached its climax, 6 therefore as surely as I live, declares the Sovereign Lord, I will give you over to bloodshed and it will pursue you. Since you did not hate bloodshed, bloodshed will pursue you. 7 I will make Mount Seir a desolate waste and cut off from it all who come and go. 8 I will fill your mountains with the slain; those killed by the sword will fall on your hills and in your valleys and in all your ravines. 9 I will make you desolate forever; your towns will not be inhabited. Then you will know that I am the Lord.
10 “‘Because you have said, “These two nations and countries will be ours and we will take possession of them,” even though I the Lord was there, 11 therefore as surely as I live, declares the Sovereign Lord, I will treat you in accordance with the anger and jealousy you showed in your hatred of them and I will make myself known among them when I judge you. 12 Then you will know that I the Lord have heard all the contemptible things you have said against the mountains of Israel. You said, “They have been laid waste and have been given over to us to devour.” 13 You boasted against me and spoke against me without restraint, and I heard it. 14 This is what the Sovereign Lord says: While the whole earth rejoices, I will make you desolate. 15 Because you rejoiced when the inheritance of Israel became desolate, that is how I will treat you. You will be desolate, Mount Seir, you and all of Edom. Then they will know that I am the Lord.’”
So, we learn from the Bible that in the future Edom will be completely wiped out. The reason? Because of what she has done perpetually to the nation of Israel, further humiliation will be theirs because their land will be occupied by Israel during the future reign of Christ during the Millennium. From verses 17 through 21 of Obadiah. We find a great contrast between the future of Edom and Israel. While Edom will be wiped out, the nation of Israel will be blessed in the day of the Lord. They will be delivered from all who have hated her for centuries. This nation will be a holy one because the Lord himself will be dwelling there. The details of their blessings are covered in many other passages of scripture, found all throughout the Bible. Will Edom be alone in judgment for what they have done to God's people, Israel?. Absolutely not. 
To make this point clear, let's go back and consider what we learned from Ezekiel in Chapter 25, one to seven. We learn of the future of Ammon because Ammon was against Israel, God's sanctuary, and rejoiced with disdain over the calamity of Israel, the Lord promises to destroy her. According to Ezekiel 25, eight to 11, Moab will be destroyed and not even remembered because she has spoken evil against the nation of Israel. God also promises judgment upon the area of the Philistines because the Philistines dealt vengefully and took vengeance with a spiteful heart to destroy because of old hatred. We should always remember that God never forgets. 
In Ezekiel 26, the Lord begins a long section against Tyr, but in verses two and three we read “Son of man, because Tyre has said of Jerusalem, ‘Aha! The gate to the nations is broken, and its doors have swung open to me; now that she lies in ruins I will prosper,’ 3 therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I am against you, Tyre, and I will bring many nations against you, like the sea casting up its waves.” Ezekiel also speaks of judgment to come on Sidon and Egypt as well as to all other nations that have mistreated Israel. We can sum this all up by a couple of verses recorded in Ezekiel 28:24 to 26, where we read “‘No longer will the people of Israel have malicious neighbors who are painful briers and sharp thorns. Then they will know that I am the Sovereign Lord.
“‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: When I gather the people of Israel from the nations where they have been scattered, I will be proved holy through them in the sight of the nations. Then they will live in their own land, which I gave to my servant Jacob. They will live there in safety and will build houses and plant vineyards; they will live in safety when I inflict punishment on all their neighbors who maligned them. Then they will know that I am the Lord their God.’”
With all of these scriptures put together with what the Prophet Obadiah wrote, we can plainly see that that in the future day of the Lord there will be a tremendous price to pay at the hand of our God for what nations have done and are doing against the little nation of Israel? We should be aware of the promise God made to Abraham some 4000 years ago, recorded in Genesis 12/3. I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you. My friend, that promise has never been abrogated or removed. It holds true for both nations and individuals. You can go back through the dusty pages of history and see that God has kept his promise. Do you remember Adolf Hitler and the Holocaust - When 6,000,000 Jews were killed, his rule lasted just 13 years. When his empire fell and he committed suicide. Spain under Ferdinand and Isabella, issued the Spanish Inquisition in 1492. Though they had the greatest Navy in the world, they were defeated by the British in 1588. As a result, Spain's world dominance quickly diminished. The Inquisition was an edict against the Jewish people. What is it that we should learn from Obadiah and the other scriptures we have used? First of all, God is sovereign. He will keep His Word as believers in Christ. We should stand with the Jewish people. No, they're not always right. But we must remember we're dealing with promises made by God. Secondly, we should encourage others to stand with God's people. And that should include our national. Finally, we need to always remember our savior was Jewish and encourage others to come to know Him as we have.

