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CANADA’S NATIONAL BIBLE HOUR – Arthur H. Larson

“CHRIST’S SOVEREIGNTY” – Philippians 2:5,6

You aren’t what you think you are, but what you think -- you are.  In our studies in the Book of Philippians, we come to one of the most amazing passages, chapter 2, verses 5-11.  Listen as I read then we are going to study them.  It has to do with the mind.  You don’t want to miss it.   Philippians 2:5-11 - “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:  Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:, but made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:  And being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.  Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above every name: that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;  And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  
The late Dr. Robert Cook has written an interesting little thought on this.  He says, “Almost any business magazine you pick up today will have an article on the value and availability of computers.  Do you realize that you have between your two ears, a computer far more complex and efficient than anything that industry will be able to build.  Your computer has the ability to communicate between the billions of electrical contacts that God has built into your brain.  More than that, it has the expertise to reason and to draw conclusions based upon that reasoning.  And that is something a manufactured computer cannot do.” The Apostle Paul in this portion of Scripture says, “Let this mind (the mind of Christ) be in you”  That is, put Him in charge of your personal computer, that mind of yours.  There is a saying among programmers in the computer business that is represented by four letters -- GIGO.  Garbage in, garbage out!  It is likewise true that what you put into your mind will later show up in your life.  A lot of God’s people are feeding their minds mainly on the garbage of this world.  Then they are surprised when under pressure, that kind of worthlessness is all they have.  Don’t expect God to do a miracle in upgrading the contents of your mind.  He has left that task to you.  Let Jesus be the Lord of your mind.  

Now think with me again as we study verse 5 and 6.  “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God thought it not robbery to be equal with God.” One who thinks in a certain way is one who is spoken of as having a certain type of mind.  In what way is the Christian then to think.  What kind of a mind is a Christian to have.  Paul said the believer was to think the same way as Jesus Christ.  To have the same kind of mind that He had.  Now Paul was concerned about the Philippian believers and all Christians, having the same attitude that Jesus had.  You could make a study of the Bible, gleaning from its pages, different characteristics of the attitude of the Lord Jesus.  But Paul has his own specific illustration as he wrote to the Philippians.  Having said, “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus…” the question that could naturally be expected is: well what kind of a mind was this?  And so in verses 6, 7 and 8, Jesus Christ is told to us as to how He thought.  Although this section is primarily an illustration to show believers how they ought to think, it is one of the most significant theological passages in all of the Bible.  The greatest encouragement to people relationships is the attitude of the Lord Jesus.  
Verse 4, “Look not on your own things, but every man also on the things of others.” Jesus Christ did not look on His own things, but gazed with love and heartbreak at the things of others.  His own things were a throne and a crown, a position and a name.  But the things that He saw in the lives of men and women were sin and sorrow and disease and desperation.  So He acted sacrificially by refusing to hold on to His rights, by exchanging His throne for a stable and His crown for a cross.  And therein, Friend, lies not only the basis of our redemption, but the principle of our behavior as true believers in Jesus Christ.  It was sacrifice that brought atonement to our souls and it is sacrifice in lifestyle that brings liberty to your life.  The Christian, who needs to reevaluate his thinking or her thinking, is the Christian who demands the sacrifice of Christ for their sins, but rejects the sacrificial attitude of Christ in their own, in the nitty, gritty personal relationships with people in general, and Christians in particular.  Remember Jesus said, “The servant is not greater than his master.”  The sacrifice was His method and it also must be our method. Now listen again as we think about this concerning these verses. 
In particular, verse 6, “Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:” The key word in this verse is the one which is translated: form - the form of God. The word is the Greek word – ‘morphia’, which appears three times in the New Testament: here, and Mark 16:12 and Philippians 2:6,7.  It is translated, “form” in each case and the word emphasizes the inner essence of a person or thing.  Thus, Paul was telling the Philippians that when Jesus Christ was with the Father, before He came to earth, He had the inner essence of God.  Paul would never have consented to any teaching that made Jesus Christ less than God.  Many in Paul’s day, and of course, in our day, many today, do not believe that Jesus Christ was God.  But Jesus Christ was not only God before He came to earth, but even while He was on earth, He claimed that He was equal with God.  If He had claimed to be less than God, He would not have so disturbed the leaders of that day in the Jewish nation.  They clearly understood what His claims were.  Listen to John 5:18, “Therefore, the Jews sought the more to kill Him because He not only had broken their Sabbath, but also said that God was His Father, making Himself equal with God.”  Even though some today refuse to believe that Jesus Christ is God and that He is equal with the Father, the Jewish leaders clearly understood His claims and this is why they hated Him so bitterly.  The phrase, “...thought it not robbery to be equal with God” is not really easy to be understood.  It actually means that though He existed in the form of God, He did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped.  From this verse it is apparent that there was some element of Jesus’ equality with God that He was willing to give up. What was it?  One cannot give up the qualities of His inner nature.  He is God.  But He can relinquish the right in some respects to outwardly express that inner nature.  Even though Christ was God Himself, and had the right to display His attributes, He willingly gave up this right in order to come to earth to be the Savior of the world.  He did not cease being in the form of God as to His inner nature, but He gave up being equal with God as far as the expression of some of His attributes was concerned.  He literally stripped Himself of all privileges and rightful deity or as Lightfoot, one commentator said, “stripped of the insignia of majesty”.  

Now listen again, friend, it says in the Scripture that Jesus Christ, being in the form of God.  That means, He outwardly manifested the inner reality of His being and His inner reality was Deity.  I want to say a word about this.  Too many people want to reject the Deity of Jesus Christ in these days.  They say lovely things about Him.  They say many true things about Him, but they deny the basic fact that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, that He is Immanuel “God with Us.”  And then, people run into problems over the Trinity.  They cannot understand the Trinity, so they deny the existence of the Trinity. Because they haven’t come across anything like the Trinity in any other form, they deny the possibility of a Trinity in divine form.  But their argument does not really hold water.  If God is God, He is supreme.  And if God is supreme, we can expect Him to have forms and to be of a certain nature beyond human comprehension.  Jesus Christ really was the Deity.  His Deity was equal with that of the Father and He did not hang on to that equality.  He was prepared to lay aside His position of being in the form of God, to divest Himself of all the trappings of glory, to be made in the likeness of men and to step from deity into humanity.  We are talking in terms of Christ being God and Christ being man.  We are talking in terms of deity stepping into humanity.  We are talking in terms of heaven emptying itself of its greatest treasure and investing itself in earth.  Christ accepted the privilege and responsibility of humbling Himself and coming down to this earth. 
Let me read you some Scriptures that underscore the fact that Jesus Christ is God, that He is God in human flesh.  He always was God before He came to earth and even though being in the form of God did not grasp at that equality here in the sense that He had a human body, He still was, is and always will be God.  John 1 says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  The same was in the beginning with God.  All things were made by Him; and without Him was not any thing made that was made.  In Him was life; and the life was the light of men.”  In verse 14 of John 1 it says, “And the Word, (Jesus) was made flesh, and dwelt among us, ( and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.”  
John writes about his relationship with Him in I John 1:1, 2 he says, “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen Him with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of Life.  This life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us.”  In Hebrews 1:1-3 it says, “God, who at various times and different ways spoke in time past to the Fathers by the prophets hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son whom He hath appointed heir of all things through whom also He made the worlds;”  Now listen to verse 3, “Who, (Jesus) who being the brightness of His glory, (of God’s glory) and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.” How precious and how wonderful it is to realize when we read these great words that this Lord Jesus Christ, the God who made you and me, who made all things, stepped out of eternity into time and became our blessed Saviour.  That through personal faith in Him and His death on the cross we might have life and have it eternally.  Certainly, Jesus Christ was God.  The Bible clearly says it.  Jesus Christ, Himself, claimed it.  In John 8:58 when they were talking to Him about His age He said, “ before Abraham was, I am”.  Using that name that only God uses, “I am that I am.” Jesus said in John 10:30, “I and my Father are one.”  Jesus said in John 14:9, “He that hath seen me hath seen the Father.”  It says without controversy in I Timothy 3:16, “God was manifest in the flesh.”  This simply means that an internal form, truly indicative of the inner nature from which it springs, was what Jesus Christ was here in external form.  He had the form of a human being but He truly was God.  God may change His form, but He cannot cease to be God.  And because Jesus Christ was God, and died for you and me, then you and I must bow in His presence.  Thank Him and praise Him and realize the price that He paid, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”  (John 3:16).
Will you let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus?  Will you hold on to all of your rights and your so called privileges, or will you let go and let God in your life?  Will you let Jesus Christ control your mind and bring into your mind His thoughts, His principles, His wonderful truth so that you walk as someone who has, as Paul indicated in I Corinthians, the mind of Christ? “The Lord is King, I own His power to rule each day and hour.  I own His claim on my heart and will and His demands I will fulfill.  O Lord, my King, I turn to Thee, Thy loyal service makes me free.  My daily task Thou shalt assign, for my heart and my life and my will are Thine.  If you know who He is, it is easy to surrender your life to Him.”   Do it today, my friend and you will be free.

