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CANADA’S NATIONAL BIBLE HOUR – E. C. MANNING
“The Stranger of Galilee” Biography #2
As we resume our biography of the Lord Jesus Christ, let us take a moment to do two things.  Let us consciously put out of our minds all thoughts that might interfere with our concentration on Him and Him alone and let us ask God to give us a new and greater revelation of His beloved Son than we have ever known before.  Please join me in prayer.

                                     Oh God, our Heavenly Father, we bow in reverence before You to ask You in this                                     hallowed hour to give us a fresh revelation of Your Son, Jesus Christ. We stand on                                      holy ground when we approach You and ask You to lift the veil of our minds and                                      let us see Him in all His infinite glory and majesty and power. Take away all                                      distracting thoughts and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  Fix our minds on Him                                         and Him alone.  Transport us in the Spirit to that holy Mount of Transfiguration                                         where we will see no man save Jesus only.  We ask in His matchless Name, Amen. 
Today we focus on Christ, the Stranger of Galilee.  Let us begin by reading God’s summation of that phase of Christ’s earthly life and ministry as recorded in Matthew 4:23-25.  And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the Gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people.  And His fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought unto Him all sick people that were taken with diverse diseases and torments, and those which were possessed with devils…and He healed them.  And there followed Him great multitudes of people from Galilee, and from Decapolis, and from Jerusalem, and from Judea, and from beyond Jordan.”  Christ’s public ministry began when He was about 30 years old.  The divine record gives but little information concerning His early life.  We are told that as an infant, Mary and Joseph took Him to Egypt to escape the decree of Herod the King that all male Israeli children under two years of age should be killed.  And they remained in Egypt until Herod’s death.  They then returned to Nazareth where Joseph plied his trade as a carpenter.  When Jesus was twelve years old, He accompanied Joseph and Mary on their annual pilgrimage to Jerusalem to attend the feast of Passover and unbeknown to them, He tarried behind when they started the return journey.  It was three days before they found Him sitting among the learned doctors of the Law in the Temple, hearing them and asking them questions, and astounding all who heard Him by His understanding and answers.  Returning to Nazareth, we are told in Luke 2:52 that “He increased in wisdom and stature and in favour with God and man.”  His days apparently were spent helping Joseph in the carpenter shop.

But step by step God’s eternal plan and purpose started to unfold.  There emerged on the public scene a remarkable man named John the Baptist, whose mother, Elizabeth was a cousin of Mary the Mother of Jesus.  John, a rugged man of the desert, was a fiery preacher of righteousness, who shook and angered the religious establishment with his vehement denunciation of hypocrisy and corruption in high places.  He was the prophet foretold by Isaiah and ordained of God to be the forerunner of the Christ.   The theme of his message was “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.  There standeth one among you whom ye know not, whose shoe’s latchet I am not worthy to unloose.”  Thousands flocked to hear him, and hundreds confessed their sins and were baptized by John in the River Jordan.  Then one day Jesus came to where John was baptizing and when John saw Him, he cried out o the multitude, “Behold, the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world.”  Jesus asked John to baptize Him, but John demurred saying, “I have need to be baptized of Thee and comest Thou to me?” But he yielded to Christ’s repeated request and baptized Him in Jordan.  As Christ came up out of the water, the Holy Spirit of God in a visible form as a dove, descended and abode upon Him and the voice of God His Father spoke from heaven saying, “This is My beloved Son in whom I am well-pleased.”
This is one of the irrefutable manifestations of the Triune God in which all three members of the eternal trinity were manifested separately at one and the same time:  God the Son, coming up out of Jordan; God the Holy Spirit descending upon Him as a dove; and God the Father speaking from heaven, affirming that Christ was His beloved Son.   Following His baptism, Matthew 4:1 records “Then was Jesus led of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He was afterward a hungered.”   He offered Him all the kingdoms of the world if He would but worship him.  The matchless Christ resisted every temptation, which enabled it to be written of Him in the divine record in Hebrews 4:15, “He was tempted in all points like as we are, yet without sin.”  Following His ordeal in the wilderness, He began His public ministry.  He gathered around Him a little band of men.  The first was Andrew, a fisherman, who had heard John the Baptist acclaim Christ as the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world.  Andrew brought his impulsive brother Peter, also a fisherman.  Christ invited Phillip to join them, and so it went until the band of close followers was increased to twelve, and including Judas Iscariot, who later would betray Him. Accompanied by His disciples, Christ began traveling and preaching through the towns and communities of Galilee and Judea.  But He did more that preach.  He manifested His deity by performing miracles.  He attended a wedding in Cana of Galilee and turned water into wine at the marriage feast.  He commanded the wind and the waves, and they obeyed Him.  He healed the sick.  He made the blind to see and the lame to walk and the deaf to hear.  He even raised to life people who had died.  His ministry was characterized by great compassion for those in need.  He fed the hungry multitude by multiplying a few loaves and fishes into sufficient to feed five thousand men beside women and children.  He comforted those who mourned.  He bound up the broken-hearted.  In the words of Scripture, “He went about doing good.”   Mark 12:37 says, “The common people hear Him gladly.”   
His ministry was characterized by teaching.  The people who heard Him teach shook their heads in amazement and said, “Never man spake like this man.”  Mark 1:22 says, “They were astonished at His doctrine: for He taught them as one that had authority, and not as the scribes.”  His teaching concentrated on three main themes:  

         (1)  His relationship with God and why He had come into the world.  Over and over again He affirmed that God was His Father and He and His Father were One.  Later, when on trial for His life, this affirmation would be used against Him by His enemies within the religious establishment.  “We have a law”, was their accusation, “and by our Law He ought to die because He being a man, maketh Himself God.”  Not only did He make clear that God was His Father and that He had come forth from God, but He emphasized that His Father had sent Him because God so loved the world that He had sent His only begotten Son to die, a substitute sin bearer, in the place of sinful, guilty men that whosoever believeth on Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  “The Son of Man,” He said, “came not to be ministered unto but to minister and to give His life a ransom for many.”  
         (2)  The second theme of His teaching was the coming kingdom of heaven on earth over which He will someday reign.  When the angels announced His birth, they had said, “The Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of His father David: and He shall reign over the House of Jacob forever; and of His kingdom there shall be no end.” Clearly this speaks of a literal, not a spiritual kingdom, and much of Chris’s teaching dealt with what His future kingdom on earth will be like.  This was the theme of His great Sermon on the Mount and of many of His parables.  He stressed that He had been sent to the lost sheep of the House of Israel and was in very truth their long-promised Messiah.  “He came unto His own, but His own received Him not.”
         (3)  Thirdly, He taught that the ultimate establishment of His kingdom of heaven must be preceded by men and women experiencing a spiritual new birth.  “Except a man be born again,” He said to Nicodemus, “he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  He spoke of Himself as the Bread of Life and stressed that men must partake of Him to gain eternal life.  He urged men not to labour for the meat which perisheth but for that which endureth unto everlasting life.  He said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life, no man cometh unto the Father but by Me.”  “Come unto Me all ye that labour and are heavy laden and I will give you rest.”  “He that believe on the Son hath everlasting life, he that believeth not shall not see life but the wrath of God abideth on him.”  When He spoke this way, many followed Him for material gain and those who were interested only in a material kingdom said, “This is a hard saying, who can hear it?”  And they went back and walked no more with Him.

The reaction of the people to His preaching and teaching differed widely.  Some saw Him as a political leader who could deliver them from the Roman yoke.  They were prepared to take Him by force and make Him a king.  Some followed Him for the loaves and fishes and to gain release from their physical ailments.  Some regarded Him only as a learned teacher.  Others thought He was a reincarnation of Elijah or John the Baptist.  That was the disciples’ answer when He asked them, “Whom do men say that I am?”  But when He asked them “Who do you say that I am?”  Peter replied, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  The religious establishment hated Him because He exposed their impotence and hypocrisy and challenged their authority.  They were determined to do away with Him and finally secured the help of Judas to achieve their end.  He who had started His ministry as the Stranger of Galilee, in three short years became one of the best known, most discussed, most loved, and most hated man in the entire country.  On His last triumphant entry into Jerusalem, thousands cheered, and people thronged His path casting palm branches and even their garments on the road before Him crying, “Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord, Hosanna in the highest.”  A few days later, many of that same crowd would cry, “Away with Him, crucify Him, we have no king but Caesar.”

Next week, we will find what happened when the Man of Galilee became the Christ of Calvary.  We have only had time to sketch the barest outline of His three years of ministry that took Him from the carpenter’s shop in Nazareth to the cross of Calvary, but I hope what we have discussed has helped you realize that while many people felt the impact of Christ’s life and ministry and acclaimed Him as the greatest man that ever lived, this alone is not enough.  What really counts is whether our knowledge of Him leads us to respond to His invitation to enter into that personal relationship with Him that leads to a spiritual new birth and eternal life.  There are millions of people today who admire Christ as a great religious leader and teacher and they subscribe to many of His teachings, but they think of Him only as a great man, the historic Stranger of Galilee. 
Is that the way you think of Him?  Is that the way you know Him, or have you at some point in your life come to the place where you realized that He was in very truth the eternal God, incarnated in human flesh?  Have you ever bowed in reverent adoration before Him and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God!  Remember after He paid in full the price of your redemption on the cross, God raised Him from the dead and He is alive today, seated at God’s right hand from whence He offers you forgiveness and eternal life if you will receive Him as your Saviour and enthrone Him as the Lord of your life.  If you have not done so before, will you do so today?  May God bless you. 
