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CANADA’S NATIONAL BIBLE HOUR- ARTHUR H. LARSON 
 “LAST WORDS FOR LAST DAYS” - “Be Diligent” – II Peter 3:14-16
We are living in a day when people seem to be very busy, but a lot of the busyness never accomplishes much.  It was interesting to read a story about Larry Walters, a 33-year-old truck driver who had been sitting around doing nothing, week in week out, until boredom got the best of him. That was back in the summer of 1982, and he decided enough was enough, what he needed was an adventure. So on July 2nd of that year, he rigged 42 helium filled weather balloons to a Sears lawn chair in San Pedro, California and lifted off, armed with a pellet gun to shoot out a few balloons should he fly to high and some peanut butter sandwiches and a couple of canned drinks.  Walters was soon shocked to reach 16,000 feet rather rapidly. He wasn’t the only one. Surprised airline pilots reported seeing “Some guy in a lawn chair, floating in the sky”, to perplexed air traffic controllers. Finally, Walters had enough sense to start shooting a few balloons which allowed him to land safely in Long Beach some 45 minutes later.  The bizarre stunt got him a Timex ad as well as a guest spot on the Tonight show. Ultimately he quit his job to deliver motivational speeches. When asked why he did such a weird thing, Walters usually gave the same answer. “People ask me if I had a death wish, I tell them no, it was something I had to do, I just couldn’t sit there.”

I wonder today if you are a professing Christian, if you are just sitting there. We are on a series from II Peter 3 in which Peter in his last words he says in Chapter 1 that he knows that shortly he will leave the body in which he lived and go to be with His Lord. So he wanted to stir them up. In both of his letters he wanted to stir up the believers in Jesus Christ:  those who have been born again, washed in the blood of Christ, redeemed, members of God’s family, members of the army of Christ as it were. He wants to stir up those believers; even though they know the truths He is going to share with them, but which they so easily forget.  

We turn to Chapter 3 and we saw in II Peter 3:1-7 that the theme verse 2 is be mindful of the truth , the truth of Scripture, God’s Holy Word and the truth that in the Last Days there will come scoffers, mocking, making fun of the coming of Christ, making fun of the creation of the world and the flood that once destroyed the earth, but who someday will be destroyed by fire which is God’s next judgment, fire, and these ungodly men will be destroyed by God’s judgment.  So the first B we saw in Chapter 3 was be mindful of the truth.  And then we looked in verses 8, 9 and 10 and we saw be not ignorant of the time, the time of God’s promise, the time relating to His plan, the time of His patience. You see the day of the Lord is going to come as a thief in the night and the heavens will pass away with a great noise, the elements will melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are in it shall be burned up and all these things in this world will be dissolved, and then there will be a new heavens and new earth.  We wonder why God waits, well God waits because “He is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” Maybe He is waiting for you my friend. Be not ignorant of the time and then we saw thirdly that God says to be holy in your testimony, verses 11, 12, 13, “Seeing then that all these things are dissolved, what manner of person ought you to be in all holy living and godliness. Looking for and hasting under the coming of the day of God.”  Looking for His promise of a new earth and new heavens and in that new earth will dwell righteousness. We are to be holy in our testimony, loving not this world system, it is passing away, looking for His coming, He is going to come as a thief in the night, we should not be taken unawares we who know Christ and living for His glory, a life that will bring honor and glory to Jesus Christ.  

Now today in verse 14 we are to be diligent at the task, not sitting around or flying in the air on a lawn chair as Larry Walters did, but diligent, be diligent at the task. Listen in II Peter 3:14, 15, 16 “Wherefore beloved, seeing then that ye look for such things, (His coming and a new heaven, heavens and a new earth) be diligent that you may be found of Him in peace, without spot, and blameless. And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him has written unto you; as also in all his epistles, speaking in them in these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable, wrest (or twist), as they do also the other Scriptures, unto their own destruction.”  Be diligent at the task, diligent not careless or lazy. Someone has well said, “The world will never care how much we know until they know how much we care.” That is why the Bible says we are to stand by our commitment, share our faith and study the Bible, that is what verses 14, 15, 16 are telling us here in II Peter Chapter 3. Stand by your commitment. “Wherefore, beloved, seeing that you look for such things, seeing you are Christians who have been saved and are now looking forward to the day of the Lord and the day of Christ, and the day when He will come back, and the day in which eventually the world will be dissolved and destroyed a new heavens and a new earth will be formed in which dwells righteousness.”  You, believers, be diligent “that you may be found of Him in peace without spot and blameless”, the result of standing by your commitment is peace and a clean life and a blameless life.  Someone has well written,       

There is a sweet old story translated from men written long, long ago the Gospels according to Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, of Christ and His mission below.  You are writing a Gospel, a chapter each day by the deeds that you do, by the words that you say, men read what you write, whether faithless or true, say what is the Gospel according to you?  Men read and admire the Gospel of Christ with its love so unfailing and true, but what do they say and what do they think of the Gospel according to you? There is a wonderful story that Gospel of Love as it shines in the Christ life divine and oh, that its truth might be told over again in the story of your life and mine.  Unselfishness mirrors in every scene, love blossoms on every side and back from its vision, the heart comes to tell the wonderful goodness of God. Yes, you are writing each day a letter to men.  Take care that writing is true; it’s the only Gospel some men will read, the Gospel according to you.  

Peter says make sure you are diligent to be found in Him when He comes again in peace, without spot and blameless.  Is there any unconfessed sin in your life today my friend? Is there anything between you and another person, whether a believer in Christ or non-believer? Are there spots in your life or habits and things that should not be there as a Christian?  Are you blameless as it were before a world that scrutinizes your life whether you realize it or not? Are you truly letting your light so shine that they may behold your good works and glorify your Father which is in heaven? Are you truly the salt of the earth? Are you truly a disciple of Jesus Christ? 

Not only should you standby your commitment to be found in peace, clean and blameless, but you should share your faith, verse 15 says, “Account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul according to the wisdom given unto him has written unto you.” Share your faith.  Christians should be out plowing, and sowing the seed of the Word of God, and seeking the lost and sending out the Gospel and speaking out for the Lord, we need to do it unashamed, we need to do it now.  Just recently one of my dear friends passed into the presence of the Lord. He was known in the area in which he lived as the John 3:16 man, for he had a unique way in sharing his faith and if you are a Christian today, there is no reason in the world why you couldn’t share this wonderful method of reaching others with the Gospel.  You may not have much background, you may not have been to Bible School, you may have not even have been saved very long, or you may never have  started to witness, but you could do this. Dear Jim Stark use to say to people, do you know John 3:16? Most people you talk to today my friend will not know what you are talking about,  and then he would quote for them “For God so loved the world that He gave only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”  Then he would talk to them about that verse and put their name in where it says whosoever, and then he would follow them up and he led many, many people to Christ. He gathered them together in Bible Studies and as a result the little church that he attended grew and grew and grew.  Recently I was there for meetings and saw the results of a man who was called in the neighborhood the John 3:16 man. You know why? because he shared his faith. Peter says in 1 Peter 3:15 “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: (put Him first, set Him apart in our lives as Lord and Master) and be ready always to give an answer to every man who asks a reason for the hope that is within us, with meekness and with fear.”

Not only stand by your commitment and share your faith but study the Bible. Verse 16 is so pertinent. It speaks of those who are unlearned and unstable and thus they twist or wrest the Scriptures to their own destruction. What a tragedy this is.  If you do not study your Bible, you will not know the truth of God’s Word. The term unlearned and unstable certainly fits together.  You show me a Christian who does not know their Bible, who is unlearned in the Bible, and I will show you a person who is unstable and falls for every false doctrine, every cult, every so called feeling that comes along, and they will continue to be unstable, twisting the Scriptures. You can make the Bible say anything you want to. Oh, but you need to do what Paul said to Timothy, “Study to show yourself approved unto God, a workman that needs not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of truth.”  Peter in these last words for last days says be mindful of the truth verses 1 to 7,  be not ignorant of the time verses 8 to 10, be holy in your testimony verses 11 to 14, and be diligent in the task by standing by your commitment, sharing your faith and studying, studying the Bible.  
Here is a wonderful prayer by Dr. F. E. Marsh. I love this prayer, he says “Oh God and Father in Christ I thank Thee that Thou hast given Thy Holy Word for my instruction, now listen my friend, enable me in the grace of the Holy Spirit to love thy Word supremely, to believe it Holy, to live it out truly, to follow it earnestly, to rest on it contentedly, to follow it continually, to practice it consistently, to obey it unhesitatingly, to witness to it faithfully, to prove its promises fully, to hear its voice attentively, to see its prophecies minutely, to answer to it lovingly, to handle it reverently, and to enter into it Spirit devotedly, in the name of Him alone is worthy I pray.” What a prayer.”  
Be diligent at the task, Stand by your commitment friend, share your faith, and study your Bible. Be diligent at the task, why? Because, Jesus Christ is coming at any moment, maybe today. The Lord waits to be gracious to save those who are still lost.  Is your life influencing them for Christ, I pray that it is?  We will conclude this series in the next message.
