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The last few messages we have brought you have been about Old Testament prophecies concerning the coming of Jesus Christ, or what are called Messianic prophecies.  We have covered His lineage and right to the throne of David, as well as Psalm 22, which speaks of His crucifixion.  Today, I would like to begin a study of one of the most beloved chapters in the Bible.  There we find a great amount of information about the coming Messiah, written more than 700 years before His birth.
Before getting into the text itself, we need to understand some of the background for this chapter that is given throughout the entire book.  The first thing we need to examine in the word “servant.”  It is used twenty-two times in the book of Isaiah, and it refers to more than one servant.  We will consider three of these – the discouraged servant, the disappointing servant and the delightful servant.
The first one we will examine is the discouraged servant who is Isaiah himself.  He was a prophet who took God’s message to the people.  They rejected it as well as the prophet of God.  In the great chapter of faith, Hebrews eleven, one section speaks of some of the trials the various prophets faced.  In verses 36 to 38b we read: ”Still other had trials of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment.  They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the sword.  They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented – of whom the world was not worthy. Tradition tells us that the prophet who was sawed in two was Isaiah.
Not only did this discouraged prophet face these problems, but oftentimes God Himself placed some dififficult actions on them.  For instance, Jeremiah was not allowed to marry or have children.  He was also forbidden to go near any place where there was a death.
We read of a strange restriction placed upon Isaiah in chapter twenty, verses one to three.  “In the year that Tartan came to Ashdod, when Argon the king of Assyria sent him, and, and he fought against Ashdod and took it, at the same time the Lord spoke by Isaiah  the son of Amoz, saying, ‘Go and remove the sackcloth from your body, and take your sandals off your feet.’  And he did so, walking naked and barefoot.  Then the LORD said, ‘Just as My servant Isaiah has walked naked and barefoot three years for a sign and wonder against Egypt and Ethiopia.’”
Though Isaiah was obedient to the Lord, and did what He said, I am very sure that he lived under some difficult and strange circumstances.  He is the discouraged servant portrayed in the book of Isaiah. 
The second servant in the book of Isaiah we will call the disappointing servant.  First, we will let Isaiah tell us who this servant is.  In Isaiah 41:8-9 we find the answer.  “But you, Israel, are My servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen, the descendants of Abraham, My friend.  You, whom I have taken from the ends of the earth, and called from its farthest regions, and said to you, you are My servant.  I have chosen you and not cast you away.”
You will say that you don’t see in these verses a disappointing servant, and that is true.  Here the Lord is only declaring who this servant is.  However, we must read on.  In Isaiah 42:18-20 we read how Israel was such a disappointment to God.  “Hear, you deaf; and look, you blind, that you may see.  Who is blind but My servant, or deaf as My messenger whom I send?  Who is blind as he who is perfect, and blind as the LORD’S servant?  Seeing many things, but you do not observe; opening the ears, but he does not see.”
There are many other verses throughout the book of Isaiah, as well as in  the other prophetic books that we could use to prove that Israel was the disappointing servant.  Knowing better, Israel forsook the God that had been so good to her, and turned to worship gods made of wood and stone.  They worshipped idols, and became a very disappointing servant to God.
The third servant in Isaiah is what we call the delightful servant.  We learn of this servant in Isaiah 42:1-9.  “Behold!  My Servant whom I uphold, My Elect One in whom My soul delights!  I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the Gentiles.  He will not cry out, nor raise His voice, nor cause His voice to be heard in the street.  A bruised reed will He not break, and smoking flax He will not quench; He will bring forth justice for truth.  He will not fail nor be discouraged, till He has established justice in the earth; and the coastlines will wait for His law.  Thus says God thwe LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread forth the earth and that which comes from it, who gives breath to the people on it: I, the LORD, have called You in righteousness, and will hold Your hand; I will keep You and give You as a covenant to the people, as a light to the Gentiles, to open blind eyes, to bring out prisoners from the prison, those that sit in darkness from the prison house.  I am the LORD, that is My name, and My glory I will not give to another, nor My praise to graven images.  Behold, the former things have come to pass, and new things I declare; before they spring forth I tell you of them.”  
It becomes very clear from these verses that this servant is not Israel, nor is it Isaiah.  It is speaking of none other than the Lord Jesus Christ.  Now Jewish commentators say this is not so.  They claim this servant is not the Messiah, but that the propjet is speaking of Israel being that servant.  So, let me go to another passage in Isaiah to prove them wrong, and that this servant is Jesus, their Messiah.       
The answer to this is found in Isaiah 49:1-7.  “Listen, O coastlands, to Me, and take heed, you peoples from afar!  The LORD has called Me from the womb; from the matrix of My mother He has made mention of My name.  And He has made My mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of His hand He has hidden Me.  And He said to me, you are My servant, O Israel, in whom I will be glorified.  Then I said, I have labored in vain; I have spent My strength for nothing and in vain; yet surely my just reward is with the LORD, and my work with my God.   And now the LORD says, who formed Me from the womb to be His servant, to bring Jacob back to Him, so that Israel is gathered to Him (for I shall be glorious in the eyes of the LORD, and My God shall be My strength).  Indeed He says, it is too small a thing that You should be My Servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also give You as a light to the Gentiles, that You should be My salvation to the ends of the earth.  Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel, their Holy One, to Him whom man despises, to Him whom the nation abhors, to the Servant of rulers: Kings shall see and arise, princes also shall worship, because of the LORD who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel; and He has chosen You.”
So, what have we learned about this servant in these verses?  Can He be Israel, as the Jewish scholars claim, or is He someone else?  Could this servant be the long awaited Messiah of Israel?  Let’s take a look to see what these verses are saying.
The very first thing we should note is that in the first five verses we have this servant Himself speaking.  We see that He was born of a woman and was called before His birth for a specific assignment by God the Father.  Because of this, He calls out to the islands and to distant nations that He has a message from God.
Next, we see that He has a mouth that is like a sharpened sword.  This is His weapon with which He will destroy the wicked.  We can see this fulfilled in Revelation 19:15, where it speaks of the Second Coming of Christ to the earth.  There it speaks of that sharp sword again in the context of Christ destroying the wicked when He comes again.  “Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations.  And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron.  He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.”  
In the third verse of Isaiah forty-nine, this Servant is called Israel.  Why is that, if He is the Messiah?  He is called that because He represented all of what God wanted Israel to be.  In His obedience to the Father He epitomizes what the nation should have been.
We also learn here that He saw very little results from Israel during the days He lived on earth.  John 1:11 says; “He came to His own (people), but His own did not receive Him.”  However, He could claim He did that for which He came to do, in that He went to the cross, and there paid that awful price for our sin.
Now here is where the Jewish scholars have a major problem.  This servant was sent to bring Jacob or Israel back to the Lord.  This makes it very clear that the Servant here is the Messiah, for if Israel was the servant, how could Israel bring Israel back to God?  The name Jacob is used here, but we must remember his name was changed to Israel by God Himself.
There is one more thing we should note about this Servant before we move on to the Servant in Isaiah 53.  In verse six, it tells us that through Him some of the Jewish people would come back to God.  We should note very carefully that He would be a light to the Gentiles and salvation to the ends of the earth.  In contrast to His own people rejecting Him, through His death and resurrection, the gospel will reach the entire world.
Finally, in verse seven of chapter forty-nine, it tells us of a day still in the future, when this One whom man despises and His own people abhor, the kings of the earth and the leaders of the world will recognize who He is.  They will arise and worship Him, knowing His salvation and that He is far greater than they are.  What a day that will be, but it will not come to pass until the Second Coming of Christ, when He will be the King of Kings and Lord of Lords!
By now you are probably asking yourself the question, why is he spending so much time on the three servant?  The answer is quite simple.  Many of you realize that the chapter divisions in the Bible are not inspired.  These division were added hundreds of years after the canon of Scripture was completed.  Then the verses were added to help us be able to find the Scripture portion for which we are looking.
So, in actuality, Isaiah fifty-three should begin with Isaiah fifty-two, verse thirteen, which reds, “Behold My Servant.”  In order to understand Isaiah fifty-three, we must know who this Servant is.  It is the third servant, the Messiah of Israel.  In our next message we will actually begin our study of the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, but before leaving you today, I would like to go back to consider the three servants, as they relate so well for us today.  Remember the three servants were the discouraged one, the disappointing one and the delightful one  Did you ever think that we, as believers in Christ, all fit into one of these three categories?
First, let us consider the discouraged servant.  Have you ever been discouraged in your walk with the Lord, or seen other believers who were discouraged?  I think of an older couple in my first pastorate.  I had the privilege of leading them both to the Lord on Easter Sunday afternoon, the first day they had ever come to church.  They were thrilled and were a delight to watch.  However, a short time later, he had a major stroke, and their joy faded to discouragement.  Through the years, I have watched many Christians who became discouraged for one reason or another.  They will ultimately discourage other believers.  I hope you do not fit this category.
The next group are disappointing believers.  They trust Christ as their Savior, but never seem to take hold of the truths of the Bible and become productive servants of the Lord.  I call them either pew polishers or the nod-to-God crowd.  They might be there, but you never see them blossom out for the Lord.  I trust this is not where you are.
Last, are the delightful believers.  They love the Lord, are always growing in the Lord and glowing for Him, touching the lives of others.  Faithfulness to the Lord is their virtue. Now, we all fit into one of these categories, so I would ask into which of these categories you belong.  I pray that if you are not in the category of being a delightful servant, you might become one.     
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