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CANADA’S NATIONAL BIBLE HOUR- George Francisco 

VITAL FACTS FOR BELIEVERS – Titus 2:11-15

Today I would like to turn to the Book of Titus for our time together.

Titus was a young man, a trusted companion of the Apostle Paul. He was often sent by Paul to various churches with special letters or epistles and with authority to encourage and to exhort the believers in the Gospel.  He had been sent to Crete because of some problems in the church there, thus Paul writes this letter to him. Let us turn to Titus 2:11-15, where Paul reminds the Church of some important things, and our topic will be: VITAL FACTS FOR BELIEVERS.

Verses 11-15, “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and of our Savior Jesus Christ; Who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no man despise thee.” So here, Titus was instructed to exhort the Church 2000 years ago on the significance of salvation and what it meant to live as a Christian should.  If there ever was a day when this message of Paul’s was needed, surely it is today.  The line between Christian and the world has become so blurred that it is difficult to decide between the two.  People claim to be Christian but show little difference in life from worldly unbelievers, this should not be, for Scripture says “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.” (I John 1:15). And in II Corinthians 5:17 it says, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”  
The Apostle Paul was concerned about how believers should live, and in Titus 2 He gives these vital facts for them: First He says “For the Grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men…”. So Paul is saying salvation is the first reason why a believer should love and live for God.  Now look at what He says about salvation, first it is God Who brings it, “For the Grace of God that bringeth salvation…”  The salvation that is real and genuine and life changing is brought to us by God. It is not man’s idea, it is not by man’s effort, it is not by man’s good works: man has nothing to do with it. It is of God and God alone brought this salvation to us in the Person of Jesus Christ.  God offers His complete salvation as a gift, Ephesians 2:8, 9 says, “For by grace are you saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast.”  We need to examine ourselves and see if we really are in the faith, and have the right Gospel, the true Gospel of salvation.

Furthermore, Paul says God’s salvation is purely by grace, now grace means the unmerited favor of God. That is, it was thought of by God, it was planned by God and provided by God, it is full and complete and offered to us as a gift in Christ.  The only thing we can do is to reach out by faith and accept it or refuse it.  You will never be able to earn it or deserve it, for it is by God’s grace.  Then Paul writes that this salvation hath appeared in Jesus Christ for He speaks of our Savior Jesus Christ in verse 13, so God’s salvation is here, ready and waiting and is available to all men, the only question is will you respond, will you believe the Word of God and come and call upon Him for salvation?  If you do, then the Scripture gives us a promise, “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” (Romans 10:13)  Paul then reminds believers at Crete that the great salvation that they enjoy is by God’s grace not their efforts, what a debt then they owe to God.  If the believers in Crete needed this vital truth 2000 years ago then we need it doubly today.

Paul then speaks not only of salvation but of instruction for verse 12 says “Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world;” Teaching has the thought of disciplined learning, like being in a school with the schoolmaster.  There is a time to start and a time to end, there are lessons to learn, you are not just free to do whatever you like.  One of the first things we need to learn is a negative: denying ungodliness.  The Christian is called to turn away from ungodly things and worldly lusts. To deny means to say ‘No’.  Someone has said a Christian may have a vocabulary of 30,000 words, but it won’t be much good if it doesn’t include the little word ‘No’. We need to deny ungodliness, let us learn to say NO to things like pornography and to television and movies that use profanity and make light of adultery and other fleshly lusts. If we don’t say ‘no’ to these things we will be in danger of facing moral disaster.  I Timothy 6:9 warns that men can “…fall into temptation and into many foolish and hurtful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition.”  When we learn to deny ungodliness then we are ready experience living, real living, abundant living as Jesus promised in John 10:10 when He said “I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”
Paul says we need to learn to live for God and this in a three fold way verse 12 says “…we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world;” Here is the positive side of Christian living, ‘soberly’ comes from a word to mean self restraint, ‘righteously’ means doing the right thing toward others or those around us, and ‘godly’ means likeness to God or doing the right things toward God. So Christian living then encompasses doing the right thing toward ourselves and our neighbors and to God. Now that is a big plateful.

Then Paul says in verse 13 “Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ.;” Here we have anticipation and it is a reference to the Rapture of the Church.  Believers then don’t just live with their eyes on themselves or on this world, but they have something to look forward to. Now God’s Word promises many, many good things lie ahead for the believer, and I hope you will open the Bible and search them out for yourself.  But Paul has in mind here one great event which he calls the Blessed Hope of the Church, and there are some very vital facts revealed here. First it is called Blessed. Blessed means bringing great happiness or joy, so it is an event the believer can really look forward to. Then Paul says it is a glorious appearing. The word glorious meant splendid or magnificent or illustrious, exalted, and ‘appearing’ means to have or to make manifest, to see, or a shining glow as of a brilliant light.  What a huge God exalting event the Rapture will be.  Paul says it will bring the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ. Now, scholars tell us that when the Greek language introduces two things by only one article then the two things must be considered equal.  Here Paul says the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ and these are stated following the one definite article, ‘the’.  So we know there is an absolute oneness and equality mentioned here or meant here.  This is a great affirmation and clear declaration of Christ’s deity: He is both the great God and our Savior.  
Furthermore then, this coming great One is identified in verse 14 as the One “Who gave Himself for us…”  Here is a reference clearly to Christ’s substitutionary death on the Cross to pay for man’s sin. So the Apostle Paul declares that a great magnificent revelation of the great God and of our Savior Jesus Christ lies ahead for believers.  He describes it further in I Thessalonians 4:16 where He says “For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with a voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” Paul then is saying that a great majestic event will take place soon, and it will be the appearing of Jesus Christ for His Church, it is a heaven exalting, glorious manifestation of the Lord Jesus as the Great God.  It will be a happy, joyful gathering of believers who have died with saints who are alive, and a magnificent triumphal transportation of the Church to their eternal blissful destination, Heaven.

Paul instructs or teaches believers these things not only to give us knowledge but to motivate us to live as we should.  Verse 14 He returns to the idea of sanctification of life when He says “…Christ gave Himself for us that He might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.”  ‘Redeem’ means to buy back or to deliver by paying the full price. God Himself came to earth in the Person of Jesus Christ and fully paid the price for man’s sin.  So believers are redeemed or purchased by God’s great salvation. Then Paul says Christ not only wanted to purchase us but to purify unto Himself a peculiar people zealous of good works.  So believers are to give attention to purification of life, ‘purify’ means to cleanse or to be free from admixture so the goal of the Christian life is to increase in purity and holiness until we are free from the admixture or stain of sin. Now this will only be completed at the death of the believer or at the Rapture which ever comes first.  Nevertheless purifying and cleansing is the goal of the Christian life, motivated by the grace of God and the coming Rapture of believers.

We can be purified from our sins only by confession and asking or inviting Christ to cleanse us for I John 1:9 says “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  We then are purchased or redeemed by Christ’s blood and we are purified or cleansed by that same blood when confession of sin and asking God to cleanse us is made.  When we determine to walk in God’s ways we become His peculiar people, peculiar does not mean odd or stupid, it means possessed alone by God.  God wants us to be fully and completely His, loyal to Him and zealous or burning to serve Him.  
Surely these vital facts encourage us to live for His glory.  What great things God has done for us, let us rejoice in them. And then the great things that He has ahead for us let them motivate us to live for the One who died for us, our great God and our Savior Jesus Christ.
