CANADA’S NATIONAL BIBLE HOUR - Arthur H. Larson
“REJOICE EVERMORE” I Thessalonians 5:16

What costs nothing but gives much? It enriches those who receive it without making poorer those who give it. It takes only a moment, but the memory of it sometimes lasts forever. No one is so rich or mighty that they can get along without it. And no one is so poor that he cannot be made rich by it. What creates happiness in the home? fosters goodwill in business and is the symbol of friendship? What brings rest to the weary, cheer to the discouraged, sunshine to the sad, and it is nature’s best antidote for trouble. Yet it cannot be bought, borrowed, begged or stolen, for it is something that is of no value to anyone until it is given away.  Some people are too tired or even bitter to give it. Give them one of yours, as no one needs it so much as the one who has no more to give. 

What is it? A smile, my friend, it is a smile!  O how that picks up the spirits of anyone who is down in the mouth as it were.  You know, JOY is the amazing secret of the Christian life.  Abraham knew it. The Bible says in the words of Jesus that Abraham rejoiced to see My day and he saw it. David knew it - he said in Psalm 34:1, “I will bless the Lord at all times. His praise shall continually be in my mouth.”  Jeremiah knew it. In Jeremiah 15:16 he said, “Thy words were found, and I did eat them and they became the joy and rejoicing of my heart.”  Nehemiah knew it, having built the wall of Jerusalem when all of his workers were tired and weary, he said, “...the joy of the Lord is your strength.”  Habakkuk knew it. At a time of great difficulty when things were so bad, he said. “I will joy in the God of my salvation.”  Paul knew it. In prison he wrote, “Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say, rejoice.” James knew it. In James 1:2 he said, “Count it all joy when you fall into various testings.”  Peter knew it. He speaks about “... joy unspeakable and full of glory.” in I Peter 1:8.  The Apostle John knew it.  In I John 1:4 he said, he writes “...and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.  And these things write we unto you, that your JOY may be full.”  And, of course, the writer of Hebrews gives us the key, “By Him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to His name.”

The blind hymn writer, Fanny Crosby wrote so many hymns. And one of them is “Praise Him, Praise Him Jesus Our Blessed Redeemer”. Another is “To God be the Glory” and the chorus “Praise the Lord, Praise the Lord let the earth hear His Voice.”  You see, praise and joy are the amazing secret of the Christian life. You can discover it too. Some of you have never known it. Some of you have had the joy of salvation and you have lost it, not your salvation, but the joy of it and we need to pray like David prayed, “...restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation.”

I want to speak to you about a little verse in the Bible. It’s actually the shortest verse in the Bible and it is found in I Thessalonians 5:16, and this is what it says, “Rejoice evermore.” There is a verse in John 11:35 that many think is shorter, it simply says, “Jesus wept.”  But in the Greek, there are three longer words. Here in I Thessalonians 5:16, “Rejoice evermore” in the Greek are only two words, and they are shorter. And it is a command.  Now think with me about this amazing secret of the Christian life.  There is the joy of salvation.  That is what Habakkuk spoke of, “The joy of God’s salvation”.  That is what David spoke about, “the joy of thy salvation.”  There is an interesting story in Luke 10 when “...Jesus appointed other seventy also and sent them two by two before His face into every city and every place, whither He Himself would come.” When they “...returned with JOY, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through Thy name.”  And Jesus said - Do not rejoice just in this, but first and foremost, “...rejoice because your names are written in heaven.”  You see, the Bible speaks about the Lamb’s Book of Life in Revelation 20, that is going to be open, “And whoever was not found written in the Book of Life, (will not enter heaven) was cast into the lake of fire.”  When Paul wrote to the church in Philippi, he spoke of whose names are written in God’s Book in Philippians 4:3.  How wonderful it is to know the joy of salvation. The early Church knew this.  When the people were saved and there were 3,000 of them saved on the Day of Pentecost, they began to meet together and to praise the Lord.  And with joy they rejoiced in God’s salvation.  Someone has well said, - Joy is the flag that flies from the castle of the heart where the King is in residence there.  When the King is in residence, the joy flag will fly from the castle of your heart.  You know the man who wrote this, people said of him, “He must go to heaven every night because he’s so happy every day.”  Is that a picture of you, my friend?  Do you have the joy of salvation?  It’s only found in the Lord Jesus.  

And there is the joy of service.  When we serve the Lord there is joy. The Bible says in Psalm 126, “He that goeth forth and weeping, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing...”  If you go forth weeping bearing precious seeds, scattering the seed of God’s Word, sharing your service and your witness for Christ, you will without a doubt return rejoicing bringing sheaves with you.  Paul said, “I want to finish my course with joy.”  What is that? The ministry I’ve received to testify of the gospel of the grace of God.  When Paul and Silas were arrested in Philippi and beaten terribly, and put in the stocks in prison, it says, “At midnight, they sang praises to God.”  The prisoners heard them. There was a great earthquake. The jailer got saved. What a story it is. Read it Acts 16, they sang for joy in their service to the Lord. I wonder what they sang that night in prison. I wonder if they sang this song. In II Timothy 2:11-13. It is believed these words are one of the early church hymns.  “It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with Him, we shall also live with Him:  If we suffer, we shall also reign with Him: if we deny Him, He also will deny us. If we believe not, yet He abideth faithful:  He cannot deny Himself.”  What a song they must have sung.
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Jesus’ joy was to do the Father’s will and to finish the work of redemption. The Bible says in Hebrews 12:2, “...Who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”  The Lord Jesus’ joy was to do the Father’s will and finish that work. And that is why the Lord Jesus said to His disciples in John 15:10, 11 “If you keep My commandments, you shall abide in My love; even as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love. These things have I spoken unto you, that My joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.”

How wonderful it is to serve the Lord Jesus Christ. The late Dr. Oswald J. Smith wrote the words of a wonderful hymn, to which B.D. Ackley put the music and this is what it says: 
There is joy in serving Jesus as I journey on my way. Joy that fills the heart with praises every hour and every day. There is joy in serving Jesus, joy that triumphs over pain. Fills my heart with heaven’s music till I join the glad refrain. There is joy in serving Jesus as I walk alone with God. Tis the joy of Christ my Saviour who the path of suffering trod. There is joy in serving Jesus - joy amid the darkest night, for I have learned the wondrous secret and I’m walking in the light.” And the chorus says, “There is joy, joy, joy in serving Jesus. Joy that throbs within my heart. Every moment, every hour, as I draw upon his power. There is joy, joy, joy that never shall depart.”  
Do you know that joy today? Get busy. God has given you a gift, or more, to serve Him. Start serving Him, for there is joy in His service.

There is also joy in sacrifice. The Bible says that Jesus Christ, “...for the joy that was set before Him, and I quoted that verse in Hebrews 12:2, endured the cross, despising the shame.”  Hebrews 10 sheds light on the joy that Jesus had in finishing that sacrifice, that Jesus Christ made one sacrifice forever and through it brought redemption to all who trust in Him as Saviour. The Bible teaches us about the joy of sacrifice. When we talk about sacrifice in giving, we are talking about the joy of sacrifice in giving. Some people do not like to hear about that.  But Paul wrote to the Church in Corinth and told them about the churches in Macedonia who had the joy of sacrifice. And he said, I want you to do the same thing, because when you do that, you proved the sincerity of your love. Here’s what he said in II Corinthians 8:2, about these churches “How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of the liberality.”  He said, I bear witness that beyond their power they were willing of themselves to give and to give and to give. Why? Because he says, verse 9, “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty might be rich.”  The Bible speaks here about the grace of giving. There’s joy in that. The Bible says, God loves a cheerful giver, literally, a hilarious giver. Why would you hold back on God. I’ll tell you when you and I can stop giving, it’s when God stops giving to us, how’s that for an answer.  Joy is not the absence of problems, but the presence of Christ. And the Paul says in II Corinthians 9:6, 7 “He which soweth sparingly shall reap sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully, will reap bountifully. Every man ac cording as he purposes in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity:  because God loves a cheerful giver.”  Here is what will happen. “God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that you always, having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work.”  You can never out give God my friend. It is a marvelous, marvelous thing to know the joy of salvation in Christ, and the joy of service, and the joy of sacrifice. 

But there’s also the joy of suffering. Jesus talked about it. Here is what He said in Matthew 5:10-12, “Blessed are they who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for their’s is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and say all manner of evil against you falsely, for My sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad:  for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets who were before you.”  The Bible says in Acts 5:41 after they had terrible persecution, “And they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for Jesus Christ.”  Paul said, “As sorrowful (seemingly sorrowful), yet always rejoicing;” deep down within, the presence of Christ causes us to rejoice. And Paul knew that rejoicing constantly, despite the terrible suffering and persecution he went through. Peter says, “Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you (don’t be alarmed at such trials, fiery trials, that will try you), but rather rejoice inasmuch as you are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; that,  when His glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.”  You will rejoice in His presence. 

Is your life a joy or a misery? You have the choice between the pleasures of sin that are only for a season or the pleasures of Christ that are at His right hand forever. What is robbing you of your joy today? Jesus said, Satan is like “...a thief that comes to steal, to kill and to destroy, but I am come to give you life abundantly.” (John 10:10). But many of you who have known the joy of salvation and service and sacrifice and even suffering would have to pray with David today,  O God, “Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation...”, because for some reason, through sin and disobedience in your life,  that joy has departed and you go around with a sour face and a sick look, and someone has well said,  Religion that makes a person look sick, certainly will never cure the world.’ We need to come to Christ in a fresh way. Know that in Jesus Christ there is real joy and learn to keep the command in I Thessalonians 5:16, “Rejoice evermore” in His salvation,  in His service, in sacrifice and in suffering, knowing that someday He will greet us with joy in heaven and if we have been faithful, He will say,  rejoice because I welcome you,  faithful servant.  I pray that today you will discover that it is more than some outward show of happiness - depending on happenings - but an inward realization of the joy of the Lord.
