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CANADA’S NATIONAL BIBLE HOUR - GEORGE FRANCISCO
“Christmas Story According to John”
This is Christmas Day and let me extend wishes for a very Merry Christmas to each of you.   What a blessed and happy time of the year when we celebrate the coming of Jesus Christ into our world.  Today across our land countless scenes of Christ’s birth will be enacted from the Gospels in Sunday Schools and churches.  There will be Mary and Joseph, the angels and shepherds according to Luke’s Gospel and there will be wise men led by a star to greet and worship the young child in Bethlehem presenting their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, according to Matthew’s Gospel. These are the familiar scenes of Christmas, the ones that mean so much to us.  But if we turn to the Gospel of John we discover a slightly different perspective on the Christmas Story, one that is not so familiar in the traditional sense, but one that is just as inspired by God’s Holy Spirit as the accounts of Matthew and Luke.  So turn with me to the Christmas Story according to John.

In John’s Gospel, we do not find the emphasis on a babe in a manger or the people surrounding the Christmas Story, that is what we might call the human side of Christ, but John has a different perspective.  Each Gospel emphasizes a unique picture or portrait of Christ, much like we might say the mug shots that police take: first there is a picture taken from the front and one from the side and so forth, several pictures of the same person, each from a different perspective.  Matthew and Luke contain the human aspect of Christ’s coming with Mary and Joseph the baby Jesus and so forth.  This is important for if Jesus is to die for man’s sin He must truly be a man, Matthew and Luke assures us that Jesus was human.  
The Apostle John seems to feel that we cannot understand Jesus, His words or His works unless we go way back, back before there were any prophesies or prophets, back before there were any people or a world or a universe.  For reading in John 1:1-4 it says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by Him; and without Him was not anything made that was made.  In Him was life; and the life was the light of men.”  Verse14, “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.”  Verse 16  “And of His fullness have all we received, and grace for grace. For the Law was given by Moses, grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.”  So John here is telling the story of Jesus, but he begins long before the creation story of Genesis 1:1. He goes way back to the very beginning and there we find God and we find the Word which is a name for Jesus because He was exactly what God wanted to say to men.  This One the Word was with God it says, that is He is in perfect fellowship with God and moreover the Scriptures say, He was God, so this One who is the Word was God from the very beginning.  This One was the Creator God for verse 3 says, “All things were made by Him; and without Him was not any thing made that was made.”  This One, the Word, was a life-giving God for verse 4 says, “In Him was life; and the life was the light of man.”  The Word then was the great eternal, the great creator God, the life-giving God right from the very beginning.  
Other Scriptures confirm the Deity of Jesus Christ. The familiar prophecy of Micah 5:2 says, “But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands  of Judah, yet out of thee shall He come forth unto Me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been of old, from everlasting.”  The Prophet tells of Jesus and His origin with God back in the very beginning, so Jesus is the eternal One.  Colossians 1:15 says, “Who is the image of the invisible God…” I Timothy 3:16 says, “…God was manifest in the flesh…” and in John 17:5 Jesus prays before and during the Cross saying these words “And now, O Father, glorify thou Me with Thine own self with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was.”  Jesus was and is God, the eternal One, the Ancient of days, the Eternal Son.  

Now the Apostle John might say, since we have established Christ’s divine origin, we can go on with the Christmas Story.  So we read in verse 14 “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.”  So the Word was made flesh.  This is John’s way of expressing the Christmas Story, God in human form, it is called the Incarnation, The Word being made flesh. These simple, yet powerful words, incorporate all the miraculous events that led to the Birth of Christ.  We fill in the story from the other Gospels. For 4000 years the Israelites had waited and longed for their Messiah! Then a humble Jewish maid, Mary, was told that she was the chosen one. God’s heavenly messenger informed her in the words of Luke 1:35, “…The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that Holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.” What mystery! What a miracle we have here. Christ, born of a virgin, as the ancient prophet Isaiah predicted 750 years before his birth, yet called the Son of God and the Word was made flesh.  The eternal Son became Man, perfect man and perfect with God for deity, for the purpose of redeeming lost mankind.  No wonder there was joy in heaven, when the angels announced this to humble shepherds in Luke 2:10, “Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the City of David, a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.”  “The Word was made flesh…” The most stupendous event in the history of the world was when the Word of God was made flesh.

Then secondly we see identification, for John says “The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us…” Now many pretenders have claimed to be Israel’s Messiah or the Anointed One, but the Apostle John says He dwelt among us, He lived when we lived, He walked when we walked. All those who claim to be God’s Anointed One before Christ were pretenders, all those who claimed to be God’s Anointed One following Christ are equally false prophet’s.  John says He dwelt among us, so he identified the time and the person, that time was when John and the other disciples lived and the Person was none other than Lord Jesus Christ.  There is much evidence of the reality of Christ’s presence on this earth. Roman historians of the time recorded facts and incidents concerning Him.  Hundreds and hundreds of witnesses laid down their lives for the truth of Christ’s deity and humanity.  Perhaps the greatest witness to the certainty of Christ’s miraculous birth, life, and death, is the impact that it has had upon earth’s history, for all of our history is divided as B.C. or A.D. that is before Christ or after Christ.  Christ did visit our earth. Israel’s prophets foretold His coming, identified the place of His birth and the time of His birth and John witnessed that indeed He dwelt among us.  We saw Him, we knew Him, we walked with Him, and He lived in our time.  

Then we see also from the text not only Incarnation and identification, but we have investigation. Some people think that believers are most naïve and easily duped because we believe the Bible accounts of creation or of Noah’s flood. But many leading scientists and educators of the past and the present, have been men or women with high education, doctoral degrees in their fields, proving their intelligence, and they witnessed to faith in Christ and the Bible. Should they not be given a hearing as well as anyone else?  The disciples certainly were no fools, John in our text not only says “He dwelt among us…” but he also says, “And we beheld Him, and we beheld His glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.”  Now scholars tell us that the Greek word used for ‘beheld’ means to examine carefully, much as a jeweler would a precious stone that he was about to buy. He would scrutinize it from every angle under different light conditions and using every instrument at his disposal, he would look for any defect before committing to a cost and purchase.  John says that is the way the disciples beheld Him, we examined carefully and fully His words, they were such as no other man ever spoke. We examined His works, healing the sick, the blind, the lame, works which no man could do. We lived with Him, examined His person and found Him to be glorious above all other humans and concluded that “He was the only begotten of the Father full of grace and truth.” The Babe of Bethlehem was indeed the Son of God. Christ had changed their lives, forgave their sins, gave them the hope of eternal life, and these truths were such that they were willing to give up their own lives.  All the disciples began as skeptics, but they were fully and eternally persuaded by their personal investigations of Christ. Even Judas, the betrayer, a man who would gladly have exposed any defect in the life of Christ, has left his witness in his own words in Matthew 27:4, “I have sinned in that I have betrayed innocent blood.” He could make no accusation concerning the person and the life of Jesus Christ.  Then finally, let us see acceptation.   Verse 16 says, “And of His fullness have all we received, and grace for grace.” John says that all of us not only learn of Christ but what we learn caused us to accept Him, we have come to believe in all that He said and did and we have received Him acknowledging Him as Lord and Savior.  

Friends, is this not the essence of Christmas, God sent His Son into our world, not only to show us what God is really like but to pay the great price of our sins.  God wants us to believe this and then like the disciples, to come and receive Christ into our own heart and lives.  Christmas then according to John is Incarnation, becoming flesh, identification, he dwelt among us, investigation we beheld Him and acceptation.  The beautiful hymn written for Christmas expresses these thoughts in these words: 
            “Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning, Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 
             Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:    O come, let us adore Him, 
             O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.”  
With this hymn, we invite you to come, receive and adore the Christ, as your Lord and Savior on this Christmas Day and may you have a Merry and Blessed Christmas. 
