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CANADA’S NATIONAL BIBLE HOUR - E.C. Manning


“The Faith Once Delivered” #12
In the Book of the Revelation, the last Book of the Bible, chapter 21, beginning at verse 3 we read these profound words:  “I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with them, and be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.  And He that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new.” 

Today we conclude our series of talks on “The Faith Once Delivered Unto the Saints.”  Throughout this series, we have sought to expound what the inspired Scriptures say concerning *the verbal inspiration and divine preservation of the Bible as the infallible and eternal Word of God; *the Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ; *the Blood Atonement and its role in redemption; *the literal bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ; *the Revelation of the Gospel of the grace of God through the Apostle Paul; *Christ’s universal Church or mystical body; *the removal of Christ’s Church from this ear to meet the Lord in the air; *the second coming of Christ with His Church to se up His millennial reign of righteousness on this earth; *the literal resurrection of all who have lived and died; *and the judgments of God, both past and future. All these great, fundamental truths are cardinal doctrines of what the Apostle Jude refers to as “the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.” I hope you have found these talks helpful.  Above all, I hope they have helped you gain a deeper insight into the infallible Scriptures and a better understanding of God’s eternal plan and purpose and Christ’s work of redemption on our behalf.  Whether or not the talks were worthwhile hinges on whether they have resulted in your opening your heart and life to Jesus Christ and receiving Him as your personal Saviour.  If you have, I hope you will be good enough to let us know, that we may remember you in prayer and help you get a good start in your new life as a Christian.  

As we conclude this series today, may I ask you to look with me through the telescope of God’s prophetic Word to catch a glimpse of the ultimate world of tomorrow, the eternal conditions which will prevail forever after God completes His work of reconciling all things unto Himself, and time shall be no more.  Perhaps it would be helpful if we started from where we now are and traced the sequences of events the prophetic Scriptures tell us the future holds in store. (1) The present age in which we live, called in the Scriptures, the period or dispensation of the grace of God, someday will come to an instantaneous end when Christ appears in the clouds of heaven and removes every member of His universal church from this earth “In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye.” “The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” (2) Following that translation of every spiritually reborn believer in Christ, the godless Anti-Christ will emerge on the world scene and quickly become the supreme head of a totalitarian world government.  That will be the greatest time of persecution this world has ever known.  It was of that time that Christ spoke when He said in Matthew 24:21, 22 “Then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.  And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved.” Why would any sensible person risk being left on this earth to face such a future by refusing or neglecting to accept the salvation God offers today in Jesus Christ?  My friend, if you haven’t received Him as your personal Saviour, you run that terrible risk.  Be wise. Open your heart and life to Him, while the opportunity still is yours. The Anti-Christ’s godless tyranny will be ended by (3) Christ’s personal return to earth with His Church, when He will destroy the Anti-Christ and his followers at the great battle of Armageddon.  Armageddon will not be a nuclear war between the world’s super-powers.  It will be the final, literal conflict between good and evil, between God and Satan, between Christ and the Anti-Christ.  It will be a conflict God and Christ will win.
The Apostle John describes what will take place in Revelation 19:11-16.  He says, “I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and He that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He doth judge and make war…And the armies which were in heaven followed Him…And He hath on His vesture and on His thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.” The matchless, all-conquering Christ.  John goes on, “And I saw the beast (that is, the Anti-Christ), and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against Him that sat on the horse, and against His army.  And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him…These both were cast alive into a lake of fire…and the remnant were slain with the sword of Him that sat upon the horse.” Ezekiel 39:12 says so great will be that battle that it will take seven months to bury the dead and seven years to clear the land of the weapons of war.

(4) Following the Battle of Armageddon, Christ will establish His long-promised kingdom of heaven on this earth, and for the thousand years of His reign this earth will experience the greatest, most glorious period in all the annals of time.  There will be no more war or violence or crime, or  evil of any kind; no more poverty or want; no more pestilence or famine; the desert will blossom as a rose; so great will be the earth’s production that the ploughman will overtake the reaper.  The whole earth in that day will be “filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.” (6)  But finally, Christ’s kingdom of heaven on earth will draw to its close.  Speaking of that time, the Holy Spirit through the Apostle Paul says in I Corinthians 15:24, “Then cometh the end, when He (that is, Christ) shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father.”  And in verse 28, “Then shall the Son also Himself be subject unto Him…, that God may be all in all.”

(5) But first Christ will have one other great assignment to carry out.  He will call forth from their graves the unbelieving dead of all ages and will preside at their judgment as they stand before what Revelation 20:11-12 describes as “a great white throne.”  We discussed this judgment of the unbelieving dead in our last talk in this series.  But more will happen at that time than the judgment of the unbelieving dead.  When Christ takes His place on the great white throne, Revelation 20:11 says, the glory and holiness of His presence will bring about the end of this physical universe as it has continue since it was formed by the creative hand of God eons ago.  In Revelation 20:11, the Apostle John, to whom the prophetic vision of the Revelation was given, says, “I saw a great white throne, and Him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.”  Despite what fear-mongers frequently predict, this world is not going to be destroyed by nuclear war or any other manmade catastrophe.  It will some day come to an end, but not until after it has experienced the glories of Christ’s personal millennial reign, and then not by an act of men but by an act of God.  The Apostle Peter, in II Peter 3:12, speaks of Christians anticipating the fulfillment of John’s prophetic vision of the earth’s final end.  He speaks of them “Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat.” Then he adds in verse 13, “Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.”
That is precisely what John foresaw and recorded in the last two chapters of the last Book of the Bible.  He says in Revelation 21, “I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.  And I, John, saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with them and be their God.  And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.  And He that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new.  And He said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful…And He…shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God…And the city lieth foursquare, and the length is as large as the breadth…the length and the breadth and the height of it are equal…And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.  And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it; and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honor into it.  And the gates of it shall not be shut al all by day: for there shall be no night there.”  And then in the last chapter of the Revelation, John adds this, “There shall be no more curse (in other words, the last vestige of sin will have been removed forever): but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and His servants shall serve Him: and they shall see His face…and they shall reign for ever and ever.  And He said unto me, These sayings are faithful and true: and the Lord God of the holy prophets sent His angel to shew unto His servants the things which must shortly be done.”  That is why Jude refers to the Revelation of God to mankind through the inspired Scriptures as “the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.”

I trust these talks in which we have sought to summarize the great highlights of what the Scriptures reveal concerning the past, the present, and the future, have helped you gain a clearer insight into the significance of the things we see happening today, in the light of what God tells us the future holds in store.  Such knowledge is important.  Without it, we lack the information pertinent to our making wise decisions with respect to our own future.  That is why Jude exhorts us to contend earnestly for the faith which was once delivered unto the saint.”  It is important that the eternal truth of God revealed in Holy Writ be preserved for all generations.  The few short years of this present life are but a fleeting breath in comparison to the endless eternity that stretches before us.  You, my friend, are going to live on in conscious existence somewhere, in some state, forever and forever and forever.  You owe it to yourself to know what that endless future holds for you.  God gave us the Bible that we might know precisely where we stand and what we must do to ensure our own eternal wellbeing.  God created man to be in eternal fellowship with Him and enjoy Him forever.  Man alienated himself from God by deliberately choosing to do what God expressly told him not to do.  Through that alienation, man’s nature became depraved so that we naturally incline to evil rather than to good.  We lost our delight in God and His righteousness, and our desire to live for Him.  Instead, we prefer to live for ourselves.  The ultimate end of such a course (as we have seen in these talks) is eternal condemnation in a never-ending hell.  We are powerless to recover ourselves from the evil inherent in our nature, but what we cannot do, God in His mercy and love has done for us in the Person of His Son, Jesus Christ.  Christ, who Himself is God, became a Man, but a sinless Man.  Having no sin or guilt of His own, He voluntarily took our sins into His own body, and bore their penalty by dying in our place on the Cross.  Three days later, having paid our penalty in full, God raised Him from the dead.  He is alive today and forevermore, offering to become the divine Saviour of all who acknowledge their sin and need of God’s forgiveness, and receive Him into their lives as their personal Saviour and sovereign Lord.
And so I ask you as we conclude this series of talks on “The Faith Once Delivered” have you received Jesus Christ into your life as your personal Saviour?  If not, will you bow your head, and as our invitation hymn is sung, in simple faith and in response to what God in His Word asks you to do, invite Christ to come into your life to be your Saviour from this hour on.  Then please write and tell us of your decision that we may remember you in prayer.  May God bless you.  
