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CANADA’S NATIONAL BIBLE HOUR - E.C. Manning – September 3, 2023

“The Faith Once Delivered” #11

Today, in our series of talks entitled “The Faith Once Delivered Unto the Saints,” we come to the matter of Divine Judgment.  May I first direct your attention to three passages of Scripture which establish this subject as an important aspect of “the faith once delivered.”  In the Old Testament, in Ecclesiastes 12:14, we read, “For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.”  In the New Testament, Hebrews 9:27 tells us, “And it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:”  While in Revelation 20:11-15, the Apostle John says, “I saw a great white throne, and Him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away;...And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. ...And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.”
Two important facts are underscored by these passages:

          1.  Everything men have done since time began, whether it be good or evil, is subject to the judgment of God.

          2.  Every individual will someday be judged of God, and that judgment will determine his or her status 
                             throughout eternity.

 is easy to understand, therefore, why the doctrine of divine judgment is a cardinal truth revealed in the faith once delivered unto the saints.

One of the first things the Scriptures do in dealing with this matter is dispel the popular but false idea that someday there will be a general judgment of all people, before a great judgment throne where God will divide the good from the bad and assign each to heaven or hell, depending on the record of their lives.  You know the theory, I am sure: God, sitting on a Great White Throne with the dead of all ages standing before Him as He reviews the record of their lives in the books which will be opened, and then divides them into two groups - the sheep from the goats, the good from the bad - and invites those who have done good into heaven and banishes those who have done evil into the fires of hell.  I assure you, this is in no sense what the Scriptures teach about the judgment of God.  The general judgment theory is purely a figment of imagination on the part of those prone to refer flippantly to the idea of life beyond the grave, and who lack any clear understanding of man’s alienation from God and its eternal consequences unless they are reconciled to God, not by works of righteousness but through the atoning efficacy of Christ’s divine blood shed for their sins on the cross of Calvary.

What the inspired Scriptures do teach is that there are five distinct and separate judgments, one of them in the past, and four still in the future.  Perhaps you would like to make a few notes for future reference as I endeavor to trace out the five judgments and what they will mean for the people involved.  Let us first deal with the four that will take place in the future.

The first order of time will be the judgment of those who are Christians, that is, those who have received Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour during this present Church Age or age of the Gospel of the Grace of God, which He revealed to mankind through the Apostle Paul, as we discussed in an earlier talk in this series.  That coming judgment of believers in Christ is described in Romans 14:10, II Corinthians 5:10, and I Corinthians 3:9-15.  Those and other passages make clear, as we also noted in an earlier talk, that the judgment of Christians at the judgment seat of Christ has nothing to do with their entrance into heaven but will be a judgment of their lifestyle and their service to Christ which will determine their future rewards. “If any man’s work abides (the testing fire) which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.” I Corinthians 3:14, 15.   But if any man’s work is of the wood, hay and stubble variety and is consumed by the testing fire, “...He shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved.”  It is important that we as Christians understand that our manner of life and our service for Christ someday will come under His divine scrutiny and judgment, and the outcome will affect our future rewards and status throughout eternity.  Our manner of life and service for Christ as those professing to be His is important, and anticipating the examination we will face when we stand before the judgment seat of Christ, the Apostle Peter asks, “What manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness...?”  Our judgment as believers will take place in heaven during the interval of time between Christ’s appearing to remove His Church from this world and His second coming with His Church to set up His millennial kingdom on this earth.

The second judgment of the future is the judgment of nations that will take place when Christ returns to this earth with His Church.  It is described in Matthew 25:31-46.  Verses 31 and 32 say, “When the Son of Man shall come in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then shall He sit upon the throne of His glory: and before Him shall be gathered all nations: and He shall separate them”, notice (them’ is not referring to individuals but to nations, “before Him shall be gathered all nations: and He shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats.”  The chapter goes on to point out that the basis of their judgment will be their attitude and actions toward those referred to as Christ’s “brethren” a Biblical term used to describe the redeemed people of God, including His chosen earthly people, Israel.  Read the passage carefully and you will discover that God holds nations responsible for their attitude towards, and their treatment of, those who are His during their pilgrimage through the hostile environment of this ungodly world.  The status of nations during the thousand years of Christ’s earthly reign will be determined by the category into which they fall at the judgment of nations, decided by what they did, or did not do, for those whom Christ refers to as “the least of these My brethren.”
The third future judgment will be that of the fallen angels who chose to follow Lucifer in his original rebellion against God, and also those who violated one of God’s immutable decrees when they entered into illicit relations with women prior to the universal flood in the days of Noah.  The Apostle Peter, in I Peter 3:19-20 refers to them as spirits “which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing.” and in II Peter 2:4 as “Angels that sinned whom God cast...down to hell and delivered...into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment.”  Jude refers to them in verse 6 as “The angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation,” and goes on to say that God has reserved them “in everlasting chains...unto the judgment of the great day.”  We are not told precisely when the future judgment of these fallen angels will take place.  I Corinthians 6:3 says that someday we, that is, Christians, shall “judge angels,” which indicates that we will play some role in their future judgment.

The fourth and last great judgment to come is that of the unbelieving dead of all ages which will take place at the end of Christ’s millennial reign, when He will take His place in what is described in Revelation 20, as “The great white throne.”  We referred to this briefly in an earlier talk in connection with the future resurrection of the unbelieving dead.  Let me read again from Revelation 20:11, “I saw a great white throne, and Him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away;...And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.  And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.  And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire.  This is the second death.  And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.”  We noted in an earlier talk that the resurrection of the unbelieving dead of all ages will, according to Revelation 20:5, take place after Christ’s earthly millennial reign is ended.  The resurrection of those the Bible calls “the just” will have taken place long before, the Christians of this age at Christ’s appearing to remove His Church before the Anti-Christ comes on the world scene, and the Old Testament saints at Christ’s return to earth with His Church to set up His kingdom.  Only the unbelieving dead will remain, and they are those resurrected and judged at the judgment of the great white throne.  Their judgment will not determine their eternal destiny.  That was determined by themselves, before they died.  As Christ said, “He that believeth...is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”  What will be determined at the great white throne will be the sentence or degree of eternal punishment for those who ignored or rejected God’s offer of forgiveness and eternal salvation through Jesus Christ.

My friend, if you have not received Christ as your personal Saviour, someday you will stand in judgment before the great white throne, having already forfeited forever all hope of heaven.  Why place yourself in such a position?  Why refuse the full and free forgiveness God in His love and mercy offers your today, if only you will avail yourself of the salvation Christ purchased for you by dying for your sins in your place, on the Cross.  I plead with you not to put off any longer acknowledging your sins and your need of God’s forgiveness, and to no longer delay receiving Christ as your personal Saviour and Lord.

I said earlier that there is one great judgment that already has taken place.  It is the judgment that took place nearly 2,000 years ago on the hill of Calvary outside Jerusalem, where God’s Son the Lord Jesus Christ died for your sins and the sins of all mankind on the “old rugged cross.”  There God pronounced judgment on your sins and then transferred them and their penalty to the sinless head of His own Beloved Son.  The Bible says, “He hath made Him to be sin for us, ...that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.”  On the Cross, God’s judgment of our sins fell on Him, and “He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed.” (Isaiah 53:6).
He bore our judgment, that God might extend to us His mercy and forgiveness and still satisfy the requirements of divine and eternal justice.  “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.  He that believeth on Him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”  He that believeth on Him is not condemned, but by Him all that believe are justified from all things.

What an offer!  What an opportunity! What infinite divine love!  Won’t you respond to what Christ did for you on the Cross by opening your heart and life to Him today?  Now is God’s appointed time.  Tomorrow may be forever too late.  As our invitation hymn is sung, bow your head, and in simple faith ask Christ to be your personal Saviour from this hour on.  May God bless you.  

