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  CANADA’S NATIONAL BIBLE HOUR –Arthur H. Larson

PHILIPPIANS 3:1-3 - “REJOICE IN THE LORD”
Christianity is not a new leaf, it is a new life.  Salvation is not a new start, it’s a new heart.  A man bought a farm on which was an old pump.  When the neighbors saw the new tenant pumping water, they rushed over and warned him that the water was poisonous and unsafe for use.  The former occupant they said, father, mother and all the children had died from drinking that poisoned water.  The man thanked them kindly and then he proceeded to remedy the situation.  He mended the wooden platform over the well, he put a new handle on the pump, he fixed a crack on the spout and then he painted the whole works.  Now, we smile at the folly of such a man, painting the pump was useless.  What the man needed was a new well, clean, fresh, pure water.  The lesson though is apparent.  Jesus said to one of the finest, religious, honest, respected men of his day, “You must be born again.”  You see, your pump may look fine and good on the outside, but do you have a new well?  Are you clean on the inside?  
We are going to study that subject today in an unusual passage of Scripture as we continue our studies in the Book of Philippians.  We have seen in chapter 1-The Mastery of Christ, in chapter 2-The Mind of Christ, and today we will begin a study of chapter 3 – we will entitle it -- THE MAJESTY OF CHRIST.  You see, He is the King of kings and the Lord of lords.  And when we trust Him as Saviour, we become citizens of heaven.  How do you get to be a citizen of heaven?  Well Paul says in Philippians 3:20, 21  “(Our citizenship and) Our conversation is in heaven, from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall change our vile body,  and fashion it like unto His glorious body,  according to the working whereby He is able even to subdue all things unto Himself.”  You see, “He is the King.  And in this chapter we see the Majesty of Christ that Paul was drawn to the Lord Jesus Christ, the King of kings for salvation -in verses 1-9. he gives his testimony, for sanctification and deepening of his life. In verses 10-15 and for standards of living as a Christian (verses 16-21).  
But today, we just want to study verses 1, 2 and 3 of this great third chapter.  If you have your Bible and can follow along, please do so.  If not, listen carefully as I read now from Philippians 3:1-3.  It is a very unusual portion of scripture.  Listen very closely. “Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord.  To write the same things to you, to me indeed is not grievous, but for you it is safe.  Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the concision.  For we are the circumcision, which worship God in Spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.”  Paul was in prison when he wrote this, but the whole theme of the Book is joy and rejoicing.  You see, regardless of what God permits to come our way in His gracious providence; and Paul, writing from that awful prison, He could declare, Rejoice!  In fact, he mentions it a number of times.  In Christ, we do not live under circumstances as true believers, we are to live above them.  Consequently, we can rejoice regardless of surroundings.  You see, if Jesus Christ is the Lord of your life, then you are complete in Him.  And you are therefore substantially equipped to face any problem or perplexity that can come your way, not because you are strong, but because Christ lives in you.  He is your strength…You are His child…You belong to him...He redeemed you with His precious blood and He will never leave you nor forsake you.  No matter where you are or what circumstances you may be in, you can rejoice in the Lord.  And that is what Paul says, he repeats it throughout this book.  In fact, twice in chapter 4 he says, “Rejoice in the Lord and again I say rejoice.”  Rejoicing in the Lord is of absolute importance.  It is not just a suggestion, it is not just an option for evangelical extroverts.  It is required because the Bible clearly teaches in Nehemiah 8:10. “The joy of the Lord is your strength.”  Now strong Christians are strong because they enjoy the Lord.  People who don’t enjoy the Lord in their lives are not strong Christians.  They don’t know anything of His strength.  There is no way a mere human can live in this world as if he belongs to the next world without the strength of the Lord.  My, “This world is not our home, we’re just a passin’ through, our treasures are laid up somewhere beyond the blue.”  But to live strong here, with that joyous hope in mind, you have got to enjoy the Lord and learn to rejoice in the Lord.  If not, you will fail in your Christian life and testimony. 

Now, how do you rejoice in the Lord?  Well, there are two principles I would like to suggest to you.  One is, TRUST HIM AS LORD AND THINK ON HIS LOVE.  To submit to the Lordship of the Lord Jesus Christ in your life is to open yourself up completely to His plan, whatever that may be, and to let Him control your life..  The Christian who resents the idea of submission and fights the claim of the Lordship of Christ, lives a divided life.  There is no joy in a divided life.  Therefore, it is necessary to constantly evaluate your life in the light of Christ’s control, for every area of it.  Jesus said, “These things have I written unto you that My joy might remain in you and that your joy might be full.” (John 15:11).   But in John 15:10 He said, “If you keep My commandments, you will abide in Me, even as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.  These things have I spoken unto you that My joy might remain in you and that your joy might be full.”  What He is saying is, you have to be obedient to Him, and the area where Jesus is not Lord of your life is the area where there will be only defeat and no joy.  So if you are going to rejoice in the Lord, you have to trust Him as Lord of all.  Make Him Lord of every area of your life. Today, my friend. And then think on His love – that is the second principle. You know that the Lord loves you, because

He tells you in His Word.  Do you really enjoy His love?  Think of Him?  Think of His love in the morning when you wake up?  Remember Him in the day time when you are getting stressed out and frayed in your nerves?  Rejoice in Him at night when you go to rest?  Enjoy Him and you will be stronger as a result.  In the same chapter (John 15) Jesus said in verse 9 these remarkable words, “As the Father hath loved Me, so have I loved you: continue, (or literally abide) in My love.”  If all you do is always think about your love for Him, which will never be enough, you will always be ashamed that you don’t love Him more, and you will be depressed.  Rather, think of His love for you...It is unconditional...It is irrevocable...He will never stop loving you.  So if you are in the office, in the school, maybe you are home, alone; and there are times you just feel so down, remember, He loves you and the Bible says, He is for you.  “And if God be for us, who can be against us?”  I love that little chorus.  Often I sing it, it is great theology.  “ Jesus loves me this I know, for the Bible tells me so.  Little ones to Him belong -- they are weak but He is strong.  Yes, Jesus loves me, yes, Jesus loves me.  Yes, Jesus loves me -- the Bible tells me so.” What a word of wisdom that is from the great Apostle Paul.  
Then he gives a word of warning.  Now this is not easy to understand for us today, nor is Paul being in any way prejudice when he uses the words, “dogs and evil workers and concision.”  He is speaking about the whole matter, about the problems that he is warning people against.  He says in verse l that he is doing it again.  He says, “To write the same things to you to me indeed is not grievous, but to you it is safe.” A little boy was asked about his new Sunday School teacher.  He said, I like her, but she’s very forgetful.  The parents said, why?  He said, ‘well, every Sunday when we go to church and sit in her Sunday School class, she always asks us what last week’s lesson was about!’ Well, Paul is saying, I am going to write again.  I am going to warn you again.  It is safe for me to warn you, it is not tedious for me to do it.  Because there are dogs, and evil workers and those of the concision who are out there who are ready to lead you astray, so I need to warn you.  Who is Paul talking about?  What group was he talking about?  Certainly, Paul loved the Jewish people.  The Lord Jesus Christ of course was a Jew and died for our sins. He was the Messiah, the long promised One.  And, like Paul, every sincere believer in Jesus Christ will have a heartfelt affection and respect for every Jew.  Paul loves his countrymen.  He was even willing to lose his own salvation that they could be saved.  Read Romans 9:1-3.  His prayer for them in Romans 10:1-4 was that they might be saved.  But Paul is not talking about Jews as such here.  Paul is speaking about those who had become believers in Christ and were now Jewish Christians, who had made a profession of Christ, but proposed to mix legalism or religion together with the grace of God.  You see, you have to understand something of the background of the whole Bible in this matter.  And so, let me remind you very quickly as to what Paul is talking about when he says, “Beware, beware of dogs, evil workers concision.”  

You see, in the first seven chapters of Acts, the Gospel came only to Jewish believers, and there were Gentiles, but they were Jewish proselytes.  But in Acts 10, Peter was called to go the Gentiles.  And this created an uproar, and he was called on the carpet to explain his activities in Acts 11.  Then when they realized that God was also going to take the Gospel to the Gentiles, of course, Jesus had said, “Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.”  “It is the power of God unto salvation, Paul says in Romans 1:16, to the Jew first, but also to the Gentiles.” And in Acts 13, Paul and Barnabas were sent out specifically to the Gentiles.  It didn’t take long for strict, Jewish believers in Christ to oppose Paul’s ministry and there was a big conference at Antioch and Paul’s ministry was vindicated to the Gentiles.  But these Jewish believers did not take that as a final word.  They dogged him, they followed him wherever he went.  They tried to steal his converts and his churches.  And they tried to teach the fact that you had to become a Jew first and be circumcised: all this legalism in order to become a Christian.  And so Paul calls them, dogs.  Like dogs they were snapping at his heals and following him from place to place, barking their false doctrines.  They were troublemakers and carriers of a dangerous infection.  They were also evil workers because they taught that people were saved by faith plus good works, especially the works of the law.  And the Bible teaches that we are saved by grace through faith plus nothing.  So Paul says watch out for these evil workers.  May I tell you today, watch out for them, today.  There are people who will tell you, you can work your way to heaven and everybody tries to be good and we will all get there.  That is wrong.  That is not in the Scriptures.  Then he speaks of them as the concision, or mutilation.  That is, they tore to shreds the true preaching of the Gospel.  This is Paul’s warning.  

But last of all in these last couple of minutes, let me say something about his witness.  And in our next study we will look at his witness expanded in the next number of verses.  But Paul says, “For we are of the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.”  He is simply saying that we are the true circumcision of God.  We have been cut off from the old life and we are now enjoying the new life that is in Jesus Christ.  And we worship God in the Spirit.  Jesus taught that in John 4:23 when He said, “God is Spirit and they that worship the Father must worship Him in Spirit and in truth.”  And God actually seeks such to worship Him.  He was telling the woman at the well this.   That is why, to truly worship God, you must be born of the Spirit and as the Spirit indwells you and interprets the truth of God’s Word, then you can worship Him in Spirit.  You also boast in Jesus Christ.  You glory in Christ.  You rejoice in Christ and boast in His work, His sacrifice on the cross for you.  Rejoice in the joy of salvation in Him, His resurrection, His intercession, and His coming back.  O, you rejoice in Christ, you have no confidence in the flesh, you don’t trust in the flesh.  The Bible says, “For by grace you are saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast.” 

Yes, Christianity is not a new leaf, it is a new life.  It is not a new start only, it is a new heart.  Don’t paint the pump my friend, trust Jesus Christ and beware of any doctrine that adds to the simplicity of the Gospel.  But learn to rejoice in the Lord.  You will be strong if you do.  God bless you.

