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I would like to share with you some important Bible truths about life, learning about life.
LEARNING ABOUT LIFE

What is really important in life, what is it that brings happiness?  In the United States there is a lot of concern about their schools, there are questions being raised about whether or not they are adequately preparing their children with the knowledge they need to be happy and successful in life.  

In scientific circles concern has been expressed that man has learned to control the atom he has come to understand and to even manipulate the very building blocks of life, the genes but he has not been able to learn the basic laws of moral behavior that enables him to live happy and peaceful with others.  In spite of all our scientific achievements we see continued violence, wars, murder, robbery and so forth.  The Bible is one of God’s great gifts to man and its pages are filled with wisdom, revealed by a loving God and recorded by holy men through inspiration of God’s Holy Spirit.  Thus the Bible can teach us lessons about life that no other book can.  Some of these lessons are found in Psalm 32 a Psalm of King David.  The passages entitled A Psalm of David, Maschil, now scholars tell us that Maschil is a Hebrew word meaning instruction or teaching, so here we find instruction about life from Heaven itself as it were.  Wisdom that all mankind needs to know and to experience, let us look for a few moments then at Psalm 32.  The Psalm begins blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.
Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile.

The word blessed in this passage means happy or fulfilled so here the Bible teaches us the basic lessons for a happy fulfilled life.  The first thing the psalmist says we need to learn is that the greatest blessings in life are spiritual not material.  If Hollywood were writing about life they might say blessed or happy is he who reaches the highest pinnacles of fame and who wins an Oscar.  Now I am sure there is a certain amount of happiness in that but Hollywood is also famous for its many broken marriages, divorce, and immorality and in some cases suicide.  They often succeed in gaining fame, but they also often fail in the basics of life.
A businessman might write blessed is the man that is successful in business and makes all kinds of money, but does that lead to real living.  It was Andrew Carnegie the American industrialist who once said “millionaires seldom smile”.  The Watchman Examiner records a story and I quote “ a very rich man worth hundreds of millions of dollars was said to have literally starved to death, for many months before he died he was unable to digest solid food, he gave great banquets but he could not partake of the delicacies he provided for others, although he took some pleasure in entertaining foreign princes and important personages he himself slowly wasted away.  Opulence and luxury are not necessarily the ingredients for a good life, nor can the splendors of this world become an adequate substitute for real living.  While we know this it is pitiful that in the realm of spiritual and eternal things most souls seem to be withering away”.  

It was Jesus who said lay not up for yourselves treasures on earth where moth and rust doth corrupt and where thieves break through and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven where needed moth nor rust doth corrupt and where thieves do not break through and steal.  (Matthew Chapter 6)

The Bible teaches us then that the greatest blessings in life are spiritual, not material, these blessings have much to do first with the forgiveness of sins, the text says blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.  God can help us to be forgiven and only God can help us to be forgiven of our sins and then and only then can we truly be blessed or happy.

Now the Bible tells us that all men have sinned in Romans 3:23 it says for all have sinned and come short of the glory of God and in Chapter 5 and 12 it says wherefore is by one man that is Adam’s sin, sin entered into the world and so death by sin and so death passed upon all men for that all have sinned.
We see then that the lesson of the forgiveness of sins must be learned by all men everywhere if they are to be blessed or happy.  The heavy burden of man’s guilt must be lifted if he is ever to enjoy the life that God has planned and God is the only one who can lift that heavy load through forgiveness.
King David who wrote this passage knew much about what he wrote, he had sinned with Bathsheba another man’s wife then to cover his sin he had her husband Uriah sent to the battlefront to be killed, what a terrible burden of sin and guilt he bore until he came to God for forgiveness.

I wonder are you carrying a heavy load of guilt then you to must come to God and to Christ and find the forgiveness of your sins. First John 1:9 promises us if we confess our sins He that is Christ is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  I hope you will come to Christ today.  
Then the second great lesson to learn is that forgiveness with God is not complicated, verse 5 says I acknowledge my sin unto thee and my iniquity have I not hid I said I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord and thou forgave us the iniquity of my sin.  This is a most remarkable thing that although we have sinned against God and hurt His heart terribly and yet He has made a plan or a provision for our sins.  In the Old Testament a man had to bring an animal to the Temple altar where the priest would kill it, the animal died in the sinners place so that the sinner could go free.  This Old Testament sacrifice pictured the true sacrifices of Christ which was to come much later, for in John Chapter 129 Jesus is called the Lamb of God who taketh away the sins of the world.
David who struggled under the load of his guilt for sometime it seems found a wonderful thing that when he stopped trying to cover up his sin and openly acknowledge it to God and offered the sacrifice required he found that God was willing and able to forgive him.  God’s forgiveness can be found then through acknowledgement or admitting sin and not trying to make excuses or blame it on someone else, then confessing it to God.

God lifted the load of David’s sin and restored joy and gladness to his life and he went on to be a great King of Israel and a man it says after God’s own heart.  We to can have God’s forgiveness through the acknowledgement and confession of our sins.  Someone might say how can sin as black as David’s be forgiven just by asking for it?  Well it is because the real penalty of sin was paid by the Lord Jesus Christ who came and died for man’s sin on the Cross.
First John 2:2 says that Christ is the propitiation or payment for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.  

God Himself in Christ paid the penalty for our sins and now he can fully and forgives anyone and everyone who comes to Him in repentance and faith. Isaiah 55 says seek ye the Lord while He may be found, call upon Him while He is near, let the wicked forsake His way and the unrighteous man his thoughts and let him return unto the Lord and He will have mercy upon him and to our God and He will abundantly pardon.

If you have never sincerely asked God for the forgiveness of your sins and then I hope you will come today and do it and find the peace and joy of God’s forgiveness.

Then there is a third great lesson mentioned here that we must learn and that is to have the courage to tell others of our faith.  David it says after he sought forgiveness in verse 8 it says I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go.  David here having experienced forgiveness is now able to share that experience with others and to encourage them to confess their sins to God as well.

There are many people who have found the inner peace of forgiveness with God but who have not had the courage to share it with others so they have lost the joy that they once had and have not grown as a believer should.
Remember Peter when the crowd came to take Jesus he followed behind in fear and apprehension, and as he warmed himself at a fire a servant girl accused him of being a follower of Christ but Peter denied ever knowing Jesus.  Three times he had an opportunity to stand up for the Lord and share yes that he had been with Jesus and that he had seen the sick healed, and the blind made to see and the deaf made to hear and the dead raised to life.

Surely He must have been the Messiah, but he lacked that courage and failed and went out later and wept bitterly he says.  He lost the blessedness of peace and joy in his life because he failed to share what he knew of Jesus.

Peter later found forgiveness of course and did confess Christ with great courage and helping many to find the Savior and writing two great books of the Bible.

King David to go on from terrible failure to joyously live for God, and openly share his faith with others.  The Psalms record many of the indications of his faith in Christ.  It is very important that we do the same, to have the courage to confess Christ is to bring the assurance of salvation to your own heart and life.  For Romans 10:9 says if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead thou shalt be save.
The assurance of joy and salvation is experience when you begin courageously share your faith with those around you.  
Then to telling others of Christ can help your friends and loved ones come to know Jesus.  The Samaritan woman of John Chapter 4 met Jesus at the well then returned to her city and said to her friends and acquaintances, come see a man which told me all things that ever I did, is not this the Christ (John Chapter 4).  Now that is a pretty simple testimony but it had a powerful effect.  For John 4:39 says and many of the Samaritans of that city believed on him for the saying of the woman which testified, He told me all that ever I did.

There is no greater joy in life then to know that you have helped someone else come to find eternal life and forgiveness in the Lord Jesus.

If you are a husband or father or a man or wife or young person and have found Christ at one time then you need to have the courage to share that with those around you, your friends and children, and parents and so forth. 

When you find the forgiveness of God He wants you to help others and work for His kingdom on earth by sharing the Gospel with those around you.  Through this you are strengthened and you begin to grow in your spiritual life and others are influenced by your witness as well and the kingdom of God will be furthered.  Through this passage then we have learned the greatest blessings in life are spiritual and not physical.  We have learned secondly that forgiveness is free and only in Christ and thirdly that when you are forgiven we need to have courage to share the Gospel and our faith with those around us.  May these thoughts from Psalm 32 be a blessing and a help to you today.
