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CANADA’S NATIONAL BIBLE HOUR - ARTHUR H LARSON – August 27 2023
“JOY AND REJOICING” - Part Two - Philippians 1:12-19

A lot of people these days complain that their work is boring.  Many blame their jobs for not being challenging.  What usually makes work drudgery is a person’s attitude, not the work itself.  No task needs to be boring because every job contains a hidden challenge.  And that challenge is this: how can it be done better?  Could anything be more boring than sweeping the floor?  Murray Spangler, many years ago, was a department store janitor in Canton, Ohio. He was not bored even though the dust made him wheeze and cough.  Many people might have grown disgusted and quit.  Instead, Murray Spangler set out to find a better way to clean floors.  Why not eliminate the broom, he said.  Maybe something could be found to suck up the dust.  Spangler’s question led to a crude, workable vacuum cleaner.  He took his invention to an old friend in the leather business to help with financing.  The friend’s name was H. W. Hoover and the rest is history!

We are studying the Book of Philippians.  Last week, we saw in Chapter 1 that Paul had these people on his mind, in his heart and in his prayers.  We found that the Book of Philippians, though Paul wrote it from prison, has the theme of joy and rejoicing.  It is all about the Christian life and I reminded you then, as I remind you today, Dr. A. W. Tozer said, “Every Christian owes it to the world to be supernaturally joyful.”  And you can only have that joy in Christ.  In fact, the term “in Christ” is used 132 times by the Apostle Paul. So we went to verses 1-11 in the first chapter, last time. 
Today, I want to continue that study in chapter 1, verses 12-19.  And as I do, I want to read you something from Isaiah 55:8, 9. “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, saith the LORD.  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.”  You see, God’s ways and thoughts are not like ours.  And that is why I ask you the following question. Have you been disappointed recently or in the past because things did not work out the way you thought they should?  Some people even become bitter towards God about that and they do not understand that God’s ways are not our ways and His thoughts are not our thoughts.  They do not really fully believe that all things not some, as Paul says in Romans 8:28 “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose.”  You see, Paul had this happen to him.  Let me read you something else from Romans 1:11-17 about Paul’s desire.  “I long to see you, (he said, to the Christians in Rome), that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end that you may be established; that is, that I may be comforted together with you by the mutual faith of both you and me.  Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that often times I purposed to come to you, (in Rome), but was prevented thus far that I might have some fruit among you also, even as among other Gentiles.  I am a debtor, both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, to the unwise. So as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome, also.  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.  For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.”  You see, Paul wanted to go to Rome to preach the gospel.  That was the key city of his day, all roads led to Rome.  To conquer them there with the gospel was to reach millions near and far.  He wanted to go as a preacher, but God sent him there as a prisoner. When you read Acts 21 through the conclusion of the Book of Acts, chapter 28, you will find that Paul was illegally arrested in the temple in Jerusalem.  And then he was put in prison in Caesarea for 2 years and finally he appealed to Caesar as a Roman citizen and was sent to Rome by ship and the story of that terrible ship trip and shipwreck in Acts 27 as recorded, and yet they all made it to the Island of Melita.  They were there for three months and then finally Paul got to Rome, had his trial before Caesar and was put in prison in Rome.  How disappointing.  He wanted to preach.  Now he is a prisoner.  But instead of complaining, there is confidence.  Instead of frustration, there is the furtherance of the gospel. You see, Paul wrote this letter, Philippians, from his chains, from his prison cell in Rome.  And listen now to what he says in verse 12, “I would that you should understand, brethren, that the things which have happened unto me have fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel; so that my bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace, and in all other places; and many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are much more bold to speak the Word without fear.” 
I want you to notice first of all, Paul, the pioneer.  Here he is in prison, instead of being shut up as a prisoner, he finds himself sharing as a preacher.  Instead of closed doors, there are open doors.  Instead of locked in prison, there is a great lift off of the gospel.  The word “furtherance”, is actually a Greek word which means pioneer advance.  It is an illustrious word, used of the engineers who went ahead of the Roman army to open up the way, maybe by cutting down trees, maybe by somehow making some kind of a bridge across the waters, or a chasm.  But in any case, they were pioneers and Paul says, “The furtherance of the gospel is a pioneer advance from this prison cell.  Paul the pioneer.  You see, his ways were not God’s way, and his thoughts were not God’s thoughts.  God always has a better way of doing it.  So he puts Paul in prison for the pioneer advance, for the furtherance of the gospel.  

I want you to see secondly, Paul in prison.  Look at what he says in verse 13, “So my chains, my bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace and in all other places.”   Notice that Paul, as a prisoner, is speaking about the fact that his chains were in Christ.  Paul does not say, my chains were in prison or in Rome or whatever.  He says, I am in Christ and everywhere I go, Christ is with me.  Christ is for me, Christ goes ahead of me, He is above me, He is beside me, He is beneath me, and He is behind me.  And my chains here are in Christ.  Do you realize that?  When Paul wrote on another occasion from his last imprisonment later on in his life to Timothy, in II Timothy 2:8 and 9, “I am an ambassador in chains, but the Word of God is not bound.” You see, Paul did not complain about his chains but consecrated them to God and asked God to use them to advance the gospel.  And the result was he had contact with many unsaved people, and his courage gave Christians outside the prison great courage to bear their testimony in the freedom that they had when they were not in prison.  As they saw Paul being bold, they became bold.  Now remember this friend, Paul was chained in that prison to a Roman soldier, 24 hours a day.  This was the elite guard, there were four soldiers a day and they worked 6 hour shifts.  They were the imperial palace guards, distinct from army or police.  There were 9,000 of them and four of these particular guards took turns, one at a time, for six hours being chained to Paul in that prison cell.  You can imagine what happened.  How would you like to have been there in the cell with Paul if you were an unsaved soldier?  He witnessed to them, he prayed for them, he shared Christ with them, he loved them, and he just won them to Jesus.  So when you come to Philippians 4:21, 22 and you see Paul and the palace guard, he says, “The brethren which are with me greet you.  All the saints salute you, chiefly they that are of Caesar’s household.”  How in the world did all those believers get in Caesar’s household?  Well Paul led these guard/soldiers one by one to Christ.  We don’t know how many of them he led to the Lord.  He undoubtedly led enough of them because they were close to Caesar’s household, they in turn went and led others to Christ from their own family and friends and pretty soon there was a whole group in Caesar’s household who believed.  Now Paul would have never been able to get in Caesar’s household to preach when he got to Rome, but instead God put him in prison and by reaching those soldiers, he was able to reach Caesar’s household.  You see, God always has a better idea.  This has been the story through history how people, who because of disappointments and tragedies and things that did not work out in their lives the way they wanted them to, were used and have been and are being used of God in unique ways, because God, when we dedicate our circumstances to Him and rejoice what He is doing and going to do, uses us and those circumstances to reach many with the gospel of Jesus Christ. Paul, the pioneer, Paul in prison.  
Now Paul in the palace, as it were through these people that have come to know Christ.  But then Paul mentions his persecutors in verses 15, 16, 17.  Let me read it to you.  Paul says, “While I’m here in prison, some of those on the outside, indeed preach Christ even of envy and strife; and some also of good will:  The one preached Christ of contention, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my bonds: But the other of love, knowing that I am set for the defense of the gospel.” Paul is speaking here about his persecutors and he uses the word, “contention” (verse 16).  That some preach Christ of contention.  That word means: to canvas for office, to get others to support you.  There were undoubtedly those who were jealous of Paul.  Now he is in prison.  They are outside and they are preaching, trying to gather followers after them.  But they are preaching the gospel.  And Paul is not discouraged. He says, “ I rejoice that the gospel is being preached.”  Listen to verse 18.  He says, “What then? Not withstanding, every way, whether in pretense, or in truth, Christ is preached; (whether they don’t do it sincerely or for some selfish motive, or in truth,) and I therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice.”  Why, because Paul always said, we don’t preach ourselves. God has to be the one that will finalize and finally test the motive of people who are preaching.  But these who are persecuting me and trying to gather followers after them, even though they are preaching the gospel, I rejoice in them.  Because it is as Paul said in Romans 1:16 “It is the gospel that is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.” How wonderful it is when God takes our circumstances and we don’t understand what is going on and then even others don’t understand, and then they begin maybe to talk about us or against us,  whatever.  But God is using all of that for His glory and turns it around to the preaching of the gospel and the salvation of souls.  

I want you to notice last of all -- Paul’s prayer.  Look at verse 19, “For I know that this shall turn to my salvation through your prayer, and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ.”  Do you see what Paul is confident about, even though he is in chains and prison and he sees the gospel going out in ways that he never, never thought would go.  Paul says, “For I know that this shall turn to my salvation through your prayer, and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ.”   What he means by that is not his spiritual salvation, but his actual salvation from death and eventual release from prison so that he can go on preaching the gospel on the outside as well as on the inside.  God has put in Paul a dependence on Him and Paul is depending on God’s lavish resources.  The word “supply” is a Greek word that means lavish or generous.  This lavish resource is the ministry of the precious, dear Holy Spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ. And Paul is saying, “O I am thankful for the security of the Scriptures and the prayers of the saints and the lavish supply of the Holy Spirit even though I am here in prison, God has turned this all around for His glory.”   And my friend, where are you today?  Don’t be disappointed, remember “that all things do work together for good to them that love God and are the called according to his purpose.”
The story is told about how during the war, a beautiful cathedral in Britain was bombed and their main stained glass window that they valued so highly was broken and shattered to pieces.  They swept up the pieces in a corner and started to repair some of the building and a man came by and asked if he could have those pieces of stain glass.  They said, well sure, they are of no value to us.  But about a year and a half later they were called to a beautiful artist’s shop in which he was displaying his work and this man had taken these splintered pieces and put them into the most beautiful stained glass picture they had ever seen of Christ with His hands outstretched.  He had taken what they thought was the shattered dreams and hopes of this beautiful stained glass window in their church and he had done it even better than it had ever been and then he gave it as a gift to that church.  You see, God’s ways are not our ways and His thoughts are not ours, but He turns life around if we surrender to Him and He uses it for His glory.  Don’t be discouraged my friend today, take it all to the Lord and trust Him as Paul did, for the furtherance of the gospel in your witness.  May God bless you where you are today.

