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Today we continue our study in Revelation chapter twelve.  Already we have pointed out that there are seven main characters that will be involved in the Tribulation period that are presented in chapters twelve through fourteen.  They are the woman, the dragon, the male child, Michael, Israel’s remnant, the beast out of the sea, and the beast out of the land.  In our last study, we covered the first five and one-half verses of chapter twelve.  We learned that the woman was Israel, the dragon was Satan and the male child the woman brought forth was Jesus.
Now we will go back to verse five and pick up the text.  Here we learn that the male child Jesus, who came through the proper kingly line will one day “rule all nations with a rod of iron.”  This is made very clear throughout the Old Testament Scriptures that from Israel there would come one who will do exactly that.  Though some might disagree, He has not yet returned to the earth to rule and reign as Kings of Kings and Lord of Lords.  So, we are speaking of a future kingdom that will be everlasting, ruled over by our Lord Himself.
In the second half of verse five we read; “And her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne.”  It does not take a college degree to know the Bible teaches that after the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus, He ascended to the Father with a promise of His return.  We learn about this as we read Acts 1:9-11. “And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.  And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel, which also said, ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven?  This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.”   Today our Savior is seated at the right hand of God ever living to make intercession for us until the day He takes us home to be with Him.
The verse that follows, verse six, takes a herculean leap in time.  We jump over the entire church age to the middle of the Tribulation period.  “And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days.”  This is exactly three and one-half years when you calculate it using the Jewish lunar calendar of 360 days per year.
This ties in so beautifully with Daniel 9:27 and Matthew.  In the Daniel passage, we are told that the Antichrist will desecrate the rebuilt Jewish temple in the middle of the seventieth week of seven years, leaving a three-and-one-half year period of “Jacob’s trouble,” as recorded in Jeremiah 30:7.  Furthermore, Jesus spoke of this time period in the Olivet Discourse in Matthew 24, beginning in verse fifteen.  “When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand (better-translated standing) in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand): Then let them which be in Judea flee into the mountains…”    We are not told exactly how the Lord will bring this to pass, nor are we certain as to exactly where the Jews will flee.  Many Bible teachers hold it will be Petra, which is in Jordan.  We also know from the prophet Zechariah that two-thirds of the Jewish people in the land will be killed during this period.  We do know from Revelation twelve, verse six, that God will protect the remnant that flees, as well as feed them.
While the Antichrist is causing Israel to flee, there is something else happening in another sphere – heaven.  John tells us there was a war going on in heaven.  Michael and his angelic forces fought against the dragon, or Satan and his angels.  We do not know how this battle will rage, but every time we find Michael the archangel in the Bible, he is fighting on behalf of God and/or God’s people.  He is apparently the defender of the Almighty.
In the next few verses, we learn the outcome of this heavenly battle.  Michael and his angels prevailed, and the results were both good and bad.  Now before you get upset with me, let me explain what I’m trying to say.  The results were great for heaven.  So great is the victory that Satan and all of his angels will be once and for all booted out of heaven.  No longer could he stand before the Lord and accuse the brethren day and night.  Heaven rejoiced for this was an amazing victory.
However, the bad side of it is that Satan and all his fallen angels are cast out into the earth to do all their dirty work and to plague this planet for three and one-half more years.  During this time Satan comes down and unlocks the bottomless pit and causes horrible things to take place here.  The demons which have been bound will be loosed to unleash their terror on the inhabitants of the earth.  The earth will be infiltrated by millions of demons, causing more trouble than the world has ever known.  On the other side, it will be a great victory for heaven, as it will be the beginning of the end for Satan and his host.  Though the people living on the earth at that time will not think so, God’s plan will be moving to its climax, as it always has and will.
In verse ten we read; “And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God and night.”  We see praise in heaven because of what took place.  They were so glad to get rid of them.  It will not be long before Satan and his angels will be cast off the earth into the lake of fire forever.  We read about that in Revelation twenty, verse ten; And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.”   From that time on the earth and heaven will both be freed from his power forever.
In verse eleven we learn about the word “overcome.”  It is speaking of how the believer is able to overcome Satan.  Earlier we saw Satan accusing the brethren.  In this verse we see how the brethren are able to overcome Satan.  It is amazing to realize that believers can overcome Satan when we realize how powerful he is.  At present he is the “god of this world.”  He is the “prince of the power of the air.”  Can an individual believer overcome Satan?  Yes we can!
There are three ways that will allow us to have victory over Satan.  First is by “the blood of the Lamb.”  This victory is never by our own strength, for we are but weak vessels.  At present, Satan has access to God and accuses us day and night before Him.  But God simply responds that our sins are not for Satan to come to Him about.   Our relationship with God is eternal, and our sins are under the blood of the Lamb.  Our sins are a family matter between us and God, and Satan can never win the case with his accusations.  However, this never gives us the right to commit sin, and if we do, we need to confess it to the Lord right away.  This verse is certainly portrayed so well when the song writer penned, “There is power in the blood.”
The second way that we can overcome Satan is by “the word of their testimony.”  This way teaches that we can overcome Satan is by a strong and very clear testimony for Jesus Christ.  Your own personal testimony of the saving grace of Jesus Christ will often cause Satan to be defeated.  I remember when pastoring, one morning a young married woman came into my office.  She had heard the gospel through watching a program on television, and wanted to be saved.  That morning I led her to Christ.  Shortly thereafter she was baptized.  At the conclusion of that service I felt led to give an invitation for folks to come to Christ.  Her husband, a marine just returned from battle, came forward and received Christ.  Upon asking him what caused him to come to the Lord, he responded that it was because of the change he had seen in his wife.  Her testimony caused his life to be changed, and Satan was defeated once again.
The third way Satan is defeated, as recorded in our passage is “they loved not their lives unto death.”  We live in a day when many Christians around the world are being martyred for naming the name of Christ.  Jesus said; “He that findeth his life shall lose it: but he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it (Matthew 10:39).  I remember the old saying, “finders keepers; loser weepers.”  Jesus said just the opposite, “Losers keepers, finders weepers.”  The Apostle Paul assures the believer that when we die, we go immediately to be with the Lord, which is better even than living.
Are you an overcomer?  Have you come to the place that you have been cleansed from your sins by the blood of Christ?  Just the other day my wife and I attended the funeral of a young woman who knew the Lord, but her husband did not.  She was with the Lord, and he knew it.  As we watched him during the funeral service we could see on his face a mighty battle going on in his life, whether to trust Christ as his Savior or not.  She had won the battle over Satan, but he had not, and we saw this troubled man struggling with this issue.  The battle was raging in his life.  It was her testimony that caused him to be deeply troubled.  He could not resist the fact that she had something he did not have.  Furthermore, he was struggling with the question, would he ever see her again?
I would also like to ask you about how much you really love the Lord.  If you were facing death because of your faith in Christ, would you be willing to give your life for His sake, or would you back down at the last minute so you would possibly be spared the death sentence.  I am thoroughly convinced that the way things are going in the world, it may not be very long before we as Christians might have to take a stand for Christ that could cost us our lives.  There is a growing worldwide hatred of even the name of Christ is despised by many.  Things could change very rapidly, and true believers are very much in the minority.
In closing, let me ask if you are an overcomer.  Are your sins under the blood of Christ because you have trusted Him as your Savior?  Do you have a clear testimony for Christ that would cause the lives of other people to be touched for the Lord?  Are you such an overcomer that you would be willing to lay your life down for the Savior if it came to that?  What kind of an overcomer are you?       
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