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As we continue our study in the book of Revelation we come to the sixth of the seven churches found in Revelation two and three.  We are looking at the church in Philadelphia, which is found in Revelation three, verses eight to thirteen.  Of the seven churches found here, this is the one that pleased the Lord most.  This was a true church, with both a heart for the Lord as well as for the souls of men.  One other unique thing about this church is that there is no message of condemnation to them.
To this church, Jesus gives a message that deals with His person.  First of all, He is holy, and they were holy.  If a church is holy, it is because He is holy, and it is certain that the Lord demands holiness of every church, for we are to be like Him.  Then He continues with the fact He is truth and only expects the truth out of them.  They are not to become involved with all the false doctrines around them.  Christ is their source of truth, and they are to stand upon truth.  This is also a lesson for us today as well.
The seventh verse continues with, “he that hath the key of David, he that openeth and no man shutteth, and shutteth, and no man openeth.”  What could this possibly be speaking about?  It is referring back to Isaiah 22:22, and to Eliakim.  As he had the key to unlock an earthly kingdom, so Jesus has the key to unlock the heavenly kingdom.  What He is saying, is that no man can enter the heavenly kingdom, except through faith in Christ. 
Now what do we know about this city of Philadelphia?  It was located less than thirty miles southeast if Sardis.  It was not an old city, but it had a history of earthquakes, and was primarily an agricultural city, with grapes being their major crop.  The god they worshipped was Dionysius.  But in this city there was a faithful little church that was started and maintained a wonderful testimony not only then, but for many centuries.  Compare this little church with the previous ones we have studied, that faded out of existence because of sin.  In actuality, very little is known about this church besides what is given us here in Revelation three.  But we can see they were very faithful to the Lord, and because of that, He opened many doors for them.
As we consider this church prophetically from the day John wrote Revelation, it would seem to represent the period of church history from about 1750 to about the middle 1950s.  It was an era of revival, with great men of God standing for the truths of the Word of God.  People were being saved, trained, and there was a great worldwide missionary movement.  Today, we are producing very few great preachers.  Many younger pastors are looking for a nine-to-five job, and many of our seminaries are emphasizing counseling, self-help, and how-to’s rather than emphasizing the importance of expository preaching of the Word of God.  In many of our churches, there is a dearth of teaching the Word of God.  Feelings and emotions seem to have taken over and the teaching that will anchor the soul is often lacking.  Slowly but surely we are raising a generation of youth who are ignorant of the Bible. 
In verses eight to ten, we find our Lord’s commendation to the church at Philadelphia.  He begins by telling them that He knows their works, and because of that, He has set before them an open door that no man could shut.  It was wide open, and when God opens the door of opportunity, there is no man or any power that can shut it.  If I may shift our thoughts to today for a moment, we find that many Christians are saved, and satisfied and often are concerned more about their own interests in churches than in taking opportunities to truly serve the Lord.  Their vision of a lost world has diminished to the color of the new carpet for their church building.  Many people do not even have a clue as to how quickly the doors of opportunity are closing.  As we take a look at our own young people, we note that more and more are drawn to making money.  Many are not even considering the possibility of being trained to enter full-time service for the Lord as pastors, missionaries, or in some other area of ministry.  While doors are closing in many countries, there are still many open doors for the church today.
“For thou hast a littler strength,” read in verse eight.  Does this mean the church at Philadelphia was weak?  Not at all.  It means that they were only small in number.  To my mind, it is amazing that many young people who are stepping out to serve the Lord come from the smaller and even more rural churches, rather than many of our mega-churches.  While they may not be large in number, they often have a large impact for the Lord.  I am reminded of a rural church in the south that has never had more than 50 members, but has a summer camp ministry through which hundreds have come to know the Lord, many have gone to Bible College, and quite a few have gone into Christian ministry.  Just as the church in Philadelphia, this rural church has done a job for the Lord.
The next phrase in verse eight is; “And hast kept my Word.”  In spite of their surroundings, they had remained faithful to the Word of God.  This is something that is not true in many churches today.  We often fail to take a biblical stand relative to abortion, marriage, qualifications for leadership and other issues of the day.  There is a growing intolerance of anyone who stands true to the Word of God.  This church had not denied the Lord’s name, and neither should we.   
More and more today, as we look at the emerging church, we are seeing people oriented churches rather than Christ centered ones.  While we all have emotions, too many emphasize this area of life, rather than strong doctrinal teaching.  True worship is often replaced by things designed to work up an emotional experience.  But then, to be fair, often churches just go through a dead routine and ritual that have very little life in them at all.  It is the same thing over and over at every service.  Such was not the case in the church at Philadelphia.
Verse nine is a little more difficult to understand, so we will try to explain what the meaning is.  “Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee,”  Jews claimed to be of God.  Because of this, they hated Christianity, as Paul did before he met the Lord.  Often their fear was based upon the sensitivity that Christianity could lead to the destruction of Judaism.  Later, they came to hate Christianity because of how some “Christians” treated them.
While the Jews harassed Christians, they claimed to be the synagogue of God.  However, the Lord said they were the synagogue of Satan.  Without going into a lot of details, I believe this is speaking of a movement where Jewish people will come to Christ during this prophetic period.  The reason I hold this view is because of the statement that “I will make them come and worship at thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee,”  The church at Philadelphia began an era of Jewish Evangelism that really developed in earnest in the time period after 1750, and continues today.  When they come to the Lord, they will know that God truly loves them.
It is most interesting to note that the Lord’s promise to keep this church from the “hour of temptation” or testing.  Daniel makes it clear that the time allotted to the Jewish people is 70 weeks or 490 years.  Sixty-nine of them ended when Jesus came.  The other seven years is the time of tribulation that is still to come. Paul says in I Thessalonians 5:9 that the church is not “appointed to wrath.”  While the church is on earth now, it is not mentioned at all in Revelation 6-19 during the tribulation period, for it is in heaven, and is not involved in the wrath of God that will be poured out on the earth during this seven-year period of time.  
When we come to verse eleven, there is a change from a commendation of the church to a command given to it.  “Behold, I come quickly: hold that which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.”  The word “quickly” might better be translated as “suddenly.”  The rapture would not necessarily come soon, but it could come suddenly.It could take place at any time.  Our responsibility is to be ready for it by knowing Christ as our Savior.
He also warned this church to be careful and watch out that they would not lose their crown.  How could this faithful little church possibly lose its crown or reward?  The answer is very simple.  They could lose it very easily if they allowed sin to creep into the church.  Their rewards would be gone!  What a tragedy that would be.  This is a real warning to each of us in our churches as well as personally.  If we allow sin into the church or into our own lives, we would soon lose all the rewards that might possibly come our way.  We must be very careful in our walk with the Lord.  There is a warning to us about this in II John 8, where we read; “Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward.”  Let’s be sure we heed this warning.
The final thought the Lord gives to this church at Philadelphia is found in the form of counsel to them.  It is found in verses twelve and thirteen of chapter three.  “Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall no more go out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God; and I will write upon him my new name.  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.”  First of all, as we have previously seen, an overcomer is one who believes in Christ.  The idea of a “pillar in the temple of my God,” needs some careful consideration.
We must consider this in light of the customs of those ancient days.  Back in that time the wealthy would erect a pillar in the temple of their god, and carve or have carved their name on that pillar, as a memorial to them after they were deceased.  A pillar in the temple of God symbolizes that believers in Christ have a permanent place in heaven.  In contrast, the earthly pillars placed in temples will crumble or fall.  You can travel all over the ancient world and see the remains of fallen pillars.  However, believers will continue forever in God’s temple.  Nothing can cause our eternal heritage to crumble or fall forever.  Christ refers to this taking place in “the city of my God, which is New Jerusalem, the city referred to in Revelation 21:2.
The last promise to the church in Philadelphia is very precious.  “I will write upon him my new name.”  Think for a moment of a wedding ceremony.  When the vows have been completed, the normal thing is for the bride to set aside her maiden name and take the name of her husband.  Here, the Lord is telling His bride that He will write His new name on her, or every believer of the church age.  What a tremendous promise is given here for each of us to be so identified with our Lord.  At the marriage to the bridegroom in heaven, we will take His name, just like the bride takes the name of her husband.  We will truly be identified with Christ eternally.  When we think of this, it is almost incomprehensible.
Before I go, let me ask you a personal question.  Will that be your lot to be identified with Christ forever?  You will either be identified with Christ by faith in Him, recognizing He died, was buried, and rose again for you, or you will be forever identified with the lost and suffer in hell forever.  The choice is yours.  I trust you will recognize yourself to be a sinner and realize that Christ paid the price for your sins and that you will receive Him as your Savior.  If you do that, you will not only be saved and given eternal life but will one day be His bride.  The choice is yours, my friend.
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