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Philippians 1:1-11, Part 1

How are you today, my friend?  Someone has written, “I’m fine, there is nothing whatever the matter with me, I’m just as healthy as I can be.  I have arthritis in both of my knees and when I talk, I talk with a wheeze.  My pulse is weak, my blood is thin, but I’m awfully well for the shape I’m in.  My teeth eventually will have to come out and I can’t hear a word unless you shout.  I’m overweight and I can’t get thin, but I’m awfully well for the shape I’m in.  Arch supports I have for my feet or I wouldn’t be able to walk down the street.   Sleep is denied me every night and every morning I’m really a sight.  My memory is bad and my head’s a spin, and I practically live on aspirin.  But I’m awfully well for the shape I’m in. The moral is as this tale unfolds, that for you and me who are growing old, it’s better to say “I’m fine” with a grin than to let people know the real shape that you’re in.”  Now really this morning, how are you?  Are you rejoicing?  Are you filled with joy?  A. W. Tozer once said, “Every Christian owes it to the world to be supernaturally joyful.”  That tells you that joy is a supernatural thing.  You see, happiness depends on happenings.  Joy comes deep from within, no matter what the circumstances may be.

I want to begin with you today a study of the Book of Philippians and when it’s my turn to speak on this Broadcast for the next number of weeks, I want to study this beautiful Book with you and the theme of it is JOY and REJOICING.  Now that in itself is exciting, but when you realize that Paul wrote this from prison in Rome where he was chained in a cell, well then you realize that joy and rejoicing has to be something supernatural from God.  Joy is used five times in the Book.  The word rejoicing - 16 times.  And, of course, Paul refers again and again to the Lord Jesus Christ who said, “These things have I spoken unto you, (these things have I shared with you) that My joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.”  Fullness of joy.  You see, the Book of Philippians is about the Christian life.  Someone has said: Chapter one is the power of the Christian life in Christ.  Chapter 2 is the pattern of the Christian life in Christ.  Chapter 3 is the purpose for the Christian life in Christ.  Chapter 4 is the provision of the Christian life in Christ.  And then someone has said, if you take the term “rejoicing” and outline the Book of Philippians, Chapter 1 is the secret of rejoicing, Chapter 2 is the source of rejoicing.  Chapter 3 is the satisfaction of rejoicing.  Chapter 4 is the strength of rejoicing.  And it is all centered in the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Listen to Paul as he begins this letter. “Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus, who are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons.”  Paul says he and Timothy are servants.  The word there is the Greek word “Doulos”, which means bondslave.  Christ had mastered them.  And as we look at this first chapter under the mastery of Christ, we will see that Paul is concerned about the Master’s people.  And then he is committed to the Master’s proclamation.  And then he is contended with the Master’s plan.  And in these studies we are going to look at this wonderful first chapter and then go on through all of the four chapters of the Book of Philippians.  Notice that Paul also writes to those who are the saints in Christ Jesus.  The word “saints” is the Greek word, “Haggious”, which refers to holy or sanctified.  Which means, set apart for God’s holy use.  You see, when you come to know Christ, you are His forever and He sets you apart for His holy use.  And your life becomes different.  That is why Paul wrote to the Corinthians and said, “Therefore, if anyone be in Christ, he is a new creature, old things are passed away and all things become new.”  So now, look at verse 1 again, and listen to the term. “To all saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi. “  If you are in Christ Jesus and at Philippi, you are saved.  But if you are only at Christ Jesus and you haven’t come in yet, and you are in whatever city you are in, Philippi, or wherever else, if you are only at Christ Jesus at Philippi, you are lost. But if you are in Christ Jesus and at Philippi, you are saved.  I trust you are in Christ today.  

Now, I want you to notice from verses 3-11, which is as far as we will get today that Paul says three things to these people that he writes to in Philippi.  He first of all says, “I have you on my mind… (Verses 3, 4, 5, 6).  He says, “I have you in my heart (verses 7 and 8) and then he says. “I have you in my prayers (verses 9, 10, 11).  That is a pretty good plan to follow for any Christian in their relationship to other believers.  Notice, Paul says, I have you on my mind. Let me read you these verses; “I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy, for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now; being confident of this very thing, that He Who has begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.”  Paul is saying, I have you on my mind.  I think about you and every time I remember you. I am thankful, I am joyful, I’m encouraged, I’m confident.  That’s a wonderful thing and remember Paul had some bad memories from Philippi.  That is where he was arrested and that is where he was beaten.  That is where he was put into prison.  But later the Philippian jailor that had beaten him came to know Jesus Christ as his Saviour and all of his family were baptized and began to witness for the Lord. You read this in Acts 16.  But, when Paul looks back, he does not think of all the bad things.  So many people dwell on the bad things.  There are so many good things to think about and dwell upon.  Paul says, I remember you with thanks (verse 3). Every time I think of you, I thank God. Can people say that of you?  I thank God for you.  Then he says in verse 4, When I remember and make request, I do it with joy.  He says, I have you on my mind, not only with thanks but with joy.  Can people say that about you?  That, you bring joy when they think of you.  And then he says in verse 5, I remember with great encouragement your fellowship.  That is the word “Koininia”.  That was a very well known phrase in the first century relating to Christians getting together and being together and loving together.  Paul elevates it even further, he says, “I thank God for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now.” You see, Paul was remembering how they had preached the gospel to them and how they had come to believe the gospel and then, they in turn had joined with Paul and Timothy and his evangelistic team in also preaching the gospel.  And together they fellowshipped, sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Are you involved in your local church?  Do you serve with your pastor?  Do you serve with your missionaries as it were?  Do you serve in your community?  Sharing the gospel and fellowshipping with those of like precious faith and presenting the gospel, we need to do that.  We desperately need to do it in our day.  And then Paul says, I remember you also with confidence, verse 6.  He says, “Being confident of this very thing that he who has begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.”  What he is saying is that God started it and He will finish it.  Whatever God begins, He will complete it in the day of Jesus Christ.  You see, Christ’s finished work on Calvary is all that we need.  His precious shed blood. His sacrifice for our sins, His death on our behalf, in our place and then His glorious resurrection, His intercession and His soon coming.  It is all completed and He who begins a good work in us will continue that work, performing it and completing to the day of Jesus Christ.  Paul says, “Yes, I have you on my mind.”  I pray that you today have many Christians on your mind.  When you get letters from your missionaries, when you hear and see and fellowship with your pastor or pastors, when you are with other Christian people, when you even hear on the news about how other Christians are suffering or in need in other parts of the world, I trust you let that penetrate your mind and you don’t forget.  We forget so easy.  Let us remember with thanks, with joy, with encouragement and with confidence.

Then Paul says, “I have you in my heart.”  He uses the very words in verse 7.  Listen as I read, “Even as it is meet for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my heart; inasmuch as both in my bonds (or my chains here in prison) and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, you are all partakers of my grace.”  And then verse 8 he says, “For God is my record, how greatly I long after you all in the bowels of Jesus Christ.” “Yes he says, “I have you in my heart.”  What does he mean by that phrase?  He simply means, “I love you.”  Remember what Jesus said, “By this shall all men know that you are My disciples if you have love one to another.”  “O the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit given unto us.”  Paul could remember these people in Philippi and say, “I have you in my heart because I love you and I long for you, verse 8.  I long for you in the deep love and tender mercies of Jesus Christ.   You see, it was not Paul’s love through Christ to them; it was Christ’s love through Paul to them.  If there is anyone in your life today: especially an unbeliever in your home, in your family, in your church, in your community that you don’t love, ask God to give you His love. And that love, if you are truly saved has been shed abroad in your hearts by the Holy Spirit and He will give you His love. That is the thing that characterizes the Church of Jesus Christ.  O they loved Jesus and they loved each other with the love of Jesus.  That is why it is so wonderful when Christians get together.  

Paul was remembering that because now he is in prison.  He can not be with them any longer.  And he is saying, “I have you on my mind, I have you in my heart...” but then he says in verses 9, 10 and 11, “I have you in my prayers.” Ah, he did not forget them.  He says, “I have you in my prayers.  From my mind, my heart, I just utter forth in prayer, constantly in every prayer of mine. He says and constantly I remember you.”  I am thinking of the Old Testament high priest who wore an ephod over his chest or heart.  On it were 12 stones with the names of the 12 tribes of Israel engraved on them: a jewel for each tribe.  He carried them on his heart with love to God’s throne.  That is what Paul is doing here.  He is saying, “As I have you on my mind and in my heart; I have you in my prayers.”  Now for what did he pray?  O, this is important and good for us to study the prayers of the Apostle Paul and others in the Scripture.  First of all, he prayed for their love to be sound.  He says, “And this I pray, that your love may abound, yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment...”  In knowledge and in all judgment.  What he is saying there is advancing knowledge.  That is a Greek word, “epi-gnosis”, which means advanced knowledge: “growing in grace and the knowledge of the Lord”, going deeper and deeper.  You see, love without the knowledge and the depth of Scripture just becomes wishy washy. But love must have as it were discernment.  So Paul is praying as he prays for these Philippians believers that they might have not only a sound love, but discerning love: to discern between good and evil, (Hebrews 5:14), between truth and error (1 John 4:6), between that which is good, better and best.  Here in Philippians 1:10 in other words, that they might discern what is the highest, that which really matters.  He is praying for their love to be sound and to be a discerning love, and that that love might abound.  Second, he prays for their life to be sincere, verse 10, “I pray that you may approve things that are excellent; that you may be sincere and without offense until the day of Christ.”  The word sincere is very interesting.  In the Greek it is two words, “sun and judged”, sun judged.  In Latin, the two words mean, “sinasara”, without wax.  There’s an illustration here.  If you lived in Paul’s day and went down to the market, you would find people selling clay pots.  That is what everybody used.  You had to be careful what you bought because some of them had cracks in them, but they would cover them up.  If they were a dishonest merchant, they would fill those cracks with wax, paint over them and they would look well, but if you used those pots, they would leak because they had cracks.  So what you would do is to take the clay pot and hold it up to the sun light and the sun light would reveal the cracks even though you could not tell it from the outside.  Paul is saying, “I want you Christians to be sincere.  I don’t want you to have cracks, I don’t want you to appear to be something you are not.  I don’t want you to be a hypocrite.  I want you to be sincere and without offense.  I don’t want you to be a stumbling block until the day of Christ.  Ah, that is so important today.

And then last of all, Paul says in verse 11, I pray not only that your love may be sound and you life be sincere, but I want your labour to be successful.  He says, “Being filled with the fruits, (plural), of righteousness (right living), which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God.”  The fruits: what is the fruit of the Spirit?  “Love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance” and if those fruits are in our lives and have character, then our labour will always produce eternal fruit to the glory of God, not decayed, rotten fruit that people don’t want and you would not buy it at the market place.  But fresh, beautiful and appetizing fruit that will make the world in which we live want to have what we have.

Well, there you have it for today. We will continue our studies next time in Philippians chapter 1, but I want you to see that Paul had these people in his heart, on his mind, and in his prayers; and I pray that today you will know Christ.  That you will be in Christ and know His joy and that you too will become like Paul, someone who cares about the Master’s people because you love the Master.  May God bless you my friend.
