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CANADA’S NATIONAL BIBLE HOUR - E.C. Manning – July 2, 2023
“THE FAITH ONCE DELIVERED” Part #8
In our series of talks on “The Faith which was Once Delivered unto the Saints”, we come today to one of the most stupendous revelations in the inspired Scriptures.  I refer to the fact that someday the Lord Jesus Christ will appear in the clouds of heaven, in the twinkling of an eye, and remove from this earth everyone who has received Him as their Saviour. I am not talking about abstract religious symbolism, but about a literal coming event that will profoundly affect every person on this earth.  

Let me read from I Thessalonians 4:16, 17 - the exact words the Holy Spirit moved the Apostle Paul to write concerning that great even to come.  “For the Lord, Himself, shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel,  and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”  
Three things make the event here foretold one of the important significant revelations of the faith once delivered.  

The first is its nature.  Think of it! Christ, Himself shall appear in the clouds and remove from this earth instantaneously, millions of men and women, boys and girls, including all those who have died trusting Christ, who will be resurrected and caught up together with the living believers to meet the Lord in the air, and return to heaven with Him.  Can you imagine a more stupendous event?  Secondly, its nearness.  The appearing of Christ to remove His Church is the next great prophetic event scheduled to take place.  It may happen at any time.  Thirdly, the consequences of the event underscore its magnitude.  For every spiritually reborn Child of God it will mean their home going without tasting death.  To be with Christ, with their resurrected loved ones who died trusting in Him. What an hour that will be.  For the unbelieving world, it would mean the instant end of God’s grace, which has already lasted more than 2,000 years.  It will mean being left behind in a godless world in which the satanic anti-Christ will then emerge, no longer restrained by the presence of the Holy Spirit and the people of God.  That will usher in the time of which Christ said, “For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.”  (Matthew 24:21).

Frequently, even among Christians, what the Bible teaches about Christ’s appearing for His church is confused with what it foretells about His second coming to establish His millennium kingdom on this earth.  The two events are distinct and separate.  The points of distinction are clearly discernible in the Scriptures.  In the first place, different terms are used for the two events.  The term appears or appearing is used when the reference is to Christ’s appearing in the clouds to remove His church.  In Colossians 3:4, I Peter 5:4, I John 3:2, II Timothy 4:8, and Titus 2:13.  The term, coming is used when referring to Christ’s coming to earth to set up His millennial kingdom, as in Matthew 16:28, 24:27, Mark 13:26 and Luke 21:27.  Secondly, the nature of the two events is distinctly different.  When Christ appears for His church, He comes only as far as the clouds.  Then the saints will be caught up to meet Him in the air.  At Christ’s coming to establish His millennial kingdom, He will come all the way to earth.  Zachariah 14:4 says, “And His feet shall stand in that day upon the Mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the Mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and to the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall move toward the north, and half of it toward the south”.  It is significant that when Christ comes, that He will touch down at the exact spot on the Mount of Olives from which He ascended to heaven after His resurrection, nearly 2,000 years ago.  
Christ’s appearing in the clouds to remove His church will be without warning, invisible to the unbelieving world.  They will be aware of it only because of the instantaneous disappearance of the millions of Christian people.  When Christ comes the second time, Luke 21:25-27 says, “And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth, distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; Men’s heart’s failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of the heavens shall be shaken.  And then shall they see the Son of Man coming in the clouds with power and great glory.”  Matthew 24:27 adds, “For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of Man be.”  Another distinction is the fact that Christ appears for His saints, whereas, when He comes, He will come with His saints.  Paul wrote to the Thessalonians in 3:12, 13 “And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love one toward another, and toward all men... To the end that He may establish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ for all His saints.” He appears to remove His church from the earth before the godless anti-Christ emerges on the world scene.  Then later He comes with His saints to destroy the anti-Christ at the great battle of Armageddon as described in Revelation 19:11-21. 

There are those who preach and teach that the Church will remain on earth and go through what the Bible speaks of as the time of great tribulation, precipitated by the anti-Christ when he becomes supreme head of a materialistic and militaristic world government for which many influences are preparing the way today.  It is important therefore for the Christians especially to know precisely what the Scriptures say on this important matter.  One of the clearest passages is II Thessalonians 2:1-12, the Apostle Paul there says in verse 1, “Now we beseech you brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto Him.”  Notice his reference to the two events. First, to Christ’s second coming and secondly to the time of our gathering together to Him, that is, the translation of the Church at Christ’s appearing.  His appeal in verse 2 is that they be not shaken in mind or troubled, as that the Day of Christ is at hand.  
Now the Day of Christ is a Bible term referring to Christ’s second coming.  Paul goes on in verse 3,”... that day”, that is the day of Christ’s coming, shall not come until a number of things have taken place.  He then enumerates them in reverse order, that is, he traces them back from Christ’s second coming.  That day of Christ’s second coming he says will be preceded by a time of falling away, that is a time of great apostasy, a time of apostasy will be preceded by the revelation of the anti-Christ.  Paul refers to him as the Son of Perdition as described in verse 4.  In verse 6, he explains that something is preventing the anti-Christ from emerging on the world scene.  In verse 7 he uses the words, “letteth will let.” Words which when our Bible was translated into English meant “hinder”.  If Paul were speaking today he would say, “He who now hinders will hinder until He be taken out of the way.”  And then, verse 8 says, “And then shall that Wicked (or wicked one, the anti-Christ) be revealed.”  The reference to someone hindering the revelation of the anti-Christ is clearly a reference to the Divine Person of the Holy Spirit, whose role in and through the Church of Christ is to reprove the world of sin and hold iniquity in check until Christ completes the formation of His body, the Church, and removes it from this earth.  As long as the Holy Spirit and the Church of Christ remain in this world, they will hinder and withhold the anti-Christ from emerging on the world scene. 

When at Christ’s appearing, He removes both His Church and the Holy Spirit, their restraining influence will be gone.  Then Paul says, the last wicked one, the anti-Christ will be revealed.  His emergence will trigger a wave of universal apostasy, a time of falling away that will precede Christ’s return with His saints to end the anti-Christ tyranny and Armageddon and establish the Kingdom of Heaven on this earth.  It is clear from this that Christ will remove His Church and the Holy Spirit before the anti-Christ is revealed and the time of great tribulation begins.  Verse 10 says, that the anti-Christ then will work, “With all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.”  It further says, “And for this cause, (that is because they have rejected the truth of the gospel) God shall send them strong delusion (permit them to believe the lies of the anti-Christ) that they should believe a lie: That they all might be damned who believe not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.”  Certainly this underscores how terribly dangerous this is to reject the truth of the Gospel. Now the Church of Christ will not be here when the anti-Christ imposes his godless dictatorship on men and nations, mistakenly persuaded that a world government headed by a super world leader is the road to a secure, peaceful tomorrow, rather than allegiance to the Christ of God.  The Apostle Paul further confirms the prior removal of Christ’s church when he says in I Thessalonians 5:9, 10. “God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ”.  

Before we close, let us examine precisely what the Scriptures say will take place when Christ appears to remove His Church.  In I Corinthians 15:51,52 we read: “Behold,  I show you a mystery;  We, (that is Christians) shall not all sleep, (that is die physically) but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in a twinkling of an eye,  at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” The passage we read from I Thessalonians 4:16. “The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds,  to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”  Notice the sequence: the Lord Himself will descend in the clouds from heaven with a shout, echoed by the voice of an Archangel; the trumpet of God will sound twice.  At the first trump, the dead in Christ will come forth from their graves.  The trumpet will then sound again and at the last trump, all living believers in Christ together with the resurrected saints will be changed and will be given glorified, resurrection bodies, and together will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air, and so shall we ever be with the Lord.  

Such will be the translation, or as it is fittingly called, the rapture of the church.  It is also referred to in Scripture as the blessed hope.  Paul says in Titus 2:11-13, “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; looking for that blessed hope,  and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour, Jesus Christ;”.  Specifically, the blessed hope is the hope of acquiring a glorified, resurrection body on entering heaven without having to pass through the valley of the shadow of death.  The hymn writer expresses it in these words: “What joy, what delight should we go without dying.  No sickness, no sorrow, no pain and no crying.  Caught up in the clouds in a moment of glory when Jesus receives His own.”  Adding to the joy and rapture of our translation, will be our reunion with Christian loved ones and friends who preceded us to glory.  What a day of reunion that will be.  No wonder the blessed hope, in full assurance that Christ will someday take His redeemed saints from this earth to be forever with Him, is one of the greatest and most glorious truths revealed in “the faith once delivered unto the saints.” 

My listening friends, what does all this mean to you?  Are you ready if Christ appeared to His Church today?  No greater calamity could ever overtake you than to be left behind when He removes His Church from this earth.  Will you be taken or will you be left?  It depends entirely on whether or not you have believed and obeyed the Gospel and received Jesus Christ as your personal Saviour and Lord.  If you have never done so before, and in the light of all that is at stake and of the nearness of Christ’s appearing to remove His church, I plead with you to open your heart and life to Him now and receive Him as your Saviour before it is forever too late.  What do you say?  May God help you.
