CANADA’S NATIONAL BIBLE HOUR - ARTHUR H. LARSON – May 21, 2023
“THE POWER OF LOVE” - I PETER 4:8

Most of us know about the 10 Commandments, but have you ever heard about the 11th Commandment? I want to talk about that today, but first of all, let me tell you something interesting. A man telephoned his wife from a pay telephone and finishing his call he said - GOODBYE and replaced the receiver. As he was walking away, the phone rang. Thinking he owed more money, he lifted the receiver and heard the operator say, “I thought you would like to know sir, just after you hung up, your wife said she loved you”. Precious, do you know whether you have hung up on God or not today, He says - I LOVE YOU. He said - I know your problems, I can solve them. I know your needs - I can supply them. Just cast your care on me. I care for you, and I love you.

Have you experienced His love? Wouldn’t you like to? It is interesting that love is so lacking today. If there was ever a day when love needed to be prominent in our society - it is now. There is so much hatred and evil and bias and bigotry and revenge and selfishness. I could go on and on. And then, there is just human love which never goes far enough. What we need today is God’s love shining out of a true Christian heart and life. And that true love, God’s very love, has to begin in the life of every believer in Christ. Jesus said something in the New Testament, which is really very, very vital. John 13:34,35, Jesus gave what I would like to call the 11th Commandment. Jesus said, “A new commandment I give unto you, That you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this shall all men know that you are My disciples if you have love one to another”. Yes, this is not an option, it’s the command of Jesus. And you will find it all through the Scriptures. Peter, Paul, John, James, Jude - they all write about it. And this morning for our text, I want to share with you what Peter says about living in the last times or the last days, and I want to emphasize this 11th commandment of Jesus which He undoubtedly refers to, loving one another. 

I am reading from I Peter 4:7-10, verse 8 is the verse we are going to dwell on in I Peter 4:7-10. “But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober and watch unto prayer.” Now verse 8, “And above all things have fervent love among yourselves: for love shall cover the multitude of sins. Use hospitality one to another without grudging. As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.” Yes, Peter is saying here that love is the very first thing of importance. And then he says something very interesting - he says, “this love will cover the multitude of sins”. What in the world does that mean? We are going to talk about that in just a few moments, but now, let’s think for a minute. Very often in Christian work and church activities, this new commandment of Jesus is forgotten in the hurry, the excitement, the strain of duties and changing circumstances by the very people to whom it was given. Because Jesus was speaking to His own when He said, “Love one another as I have loved you and by this shall all men know that you are my disciples if you have love one to another” And that love, someone has illustrated, is much like a plant. It will only grow and remain in health if it is cared for. The cultivation of our love for one another and for others is a personal responsibility. You see, you and I have to allow that love to absolutely possess and then flow through our lives. But what kind of love are we talking about here? Paul wrote about it too in a great Love Chapter I Corinthians 13. He said, “Now abides faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love”. And then Peter says, “Above all things - have fervent love among yourselves”. Now, in the King James Translation (verse 8 of I Peter 4) the word “Charity” is used. “Above all things have fervent charity among yourselves, for charity shall cover the multitude of sins”. But the actual Greek word here is the word “Agape”. It is used in the New Testament 29 times and every instance where it occurs, it means, God’s love. Now charity is an important thing. But a person can be charitable without having God’s love in their heart, motivating or prompting it. On the other hand, I have known some very charitable people whose only motive was the very love of God, reaching out through them to give and to give and to give of themselves in love. 
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Now, when we think of this word “love”, we know there are three well-known Greek words for love. One is “Eros”, one if “Phileo”, the other is “Agape”. The word “Eros”, used in Greek mythology is the god of love used in classical Greek for love between the sexes, love of sweethearts, etc. but it is never used in the New Testament translation. The other two are. “Phileo” and “Agape”. Phileo is a broader word - generally used for love between friends - kindly, friendly affection. Used for the love of parents for their children and children for their parents. And used to promote a good brotherly love feeling among brothers and sisters in Christ in the fellowship of the Church. And then “Agape” - agape is used for the highest kind of love - all absorbing, dominating one’s whole being and in I Corinthians 13 where it is found 9 times and here in this text where it is found twice. I Peter 4:8, the word “Love” here is agape love. That’s God’s very love and it says that this kind of love is to be expressed among ourselves. Now how in the world can a person express God’s very love? Well, it only happens when they are born again. If you have never been born again and become a true Christian, you have never experienced, nor can you ever express God’s love, agape love. Here’s what it says in the Bible in Romans 5:5. It says, “... the love of God is shed abroad (that’s agape love) is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which is given unto us” and that happens when we receive Christ, when we acknowledge we are sinners, repent of our sins, believe Jesus died on the cross for our sins, shed His blood to forgive us, when we turn from our sins and receive Him into our hearts by faith and put our faith and trust in Christ alone and His finished work on Calvary, we are saved, cleansed, we are born again and the Holy Spirit comes to dwell within us. And when He does, He sheds abroad in our hearts, He floods our hearts with the very love of God. And unless that happens, I repeat, you cannot experience or express that love. That’s probably why so many people in churches today, who claim to be Christians are hard to get alone with. They have an unforgiving spirit. They often say, I’ll forgive but I’ll never forget. They fight with one another. Why? Because they have never truly been born again. They are just constantly a bitter people. They do not have the love of God in their hearts. Many of you better search your hearts out today, if you are that kind of person. Because, no matter how much you profess, it’s what comes out in your daily living that proves whether or not your profession of a Christian is really true and real. 

Now, what does it mean when it says in this text - that this love, this agape love, will cover a multitude of sins. A multitude of sins. Now, how can that be. I want to share two things and explain what this means. (1) Love, God’s love - agape love will cover another’s sin - by forgiving them. (2) And love will cover another’s sins by forgetting them. Now, what does it mean that we have the ability to cover another’s sins or multitude of sins by forgiving them. Does it mean that a Christian has the power to say that another person is forgiven by God? Well, only on the basis of Scripture. But you see, what it means clearly, is that no Christian has the power to atone for another person’s sins, only Jesus Christ did that on the cross of Calvary. And a person can only know the forgiveness of sins by coming to Christ who says, I will forgive you of all your sins if you trust Me. But what we are talking about here and what Peter is, within the family of God, or even the framework of a neighborhood, or where you work or whatever, when another person sins against you, when they do something bad toward you - when they say something evil about you, when they are sinful toward you, love will cover that person’s sins toward you by your forgiving them. You see, Peter says, “Above all things have fervent love among yourselves”. This is so important. It is not an option; it is this 11th commandment. Jesus said, “love one another”. And so, when you do that, it means that you say, I forgive you for what you did against me. Now it is interesting how people love to dwell upon the guilt of someone else. But you see, the Bible teaches clearly that that is not the answer. If you dwell upon the guilt of yourself, it will drive you to despair. If you dwell upon the guilt of someone else toward, it will drive you to revenge. And God says, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay saith the Lord”. The Bible clearly teaches that “we are to forgive as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven us.” Ephesians 4:32. Somebody says - well I’ll forgive only if he/she forgives me. Or - I’ll forgive but I’ll never forget. Or - I’ll forgive if so and so does this, this, this. That is not the way God forgives. Would you want God to forgive you like that? The Bible says in Ephesians 4:32 - I repeat, “...that we are to be tenderhearted, forgiving one another as God, for Christ’s sake hath forgiven us.” How does He forgive us? He forgives us fully. He forgives us - freely. He forgives us - finally. He forgives us - faithfully every time we sin, “if we confess our sins He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness”. Don’t try to cover your own sins. Proverbs 28:13 says - you won’t prosper. But, if you have a forgiving spirit because the love of God flows out from you, you will be able to forgive another brother or sister and that will cover the sins they have done against you. 


(2) But the other side of that coin (and they go together) is that love will cover another’s sins by forgetting them. You see, the forgetting part is so vital because when you really forgive a person, you do forget that they ever said that or did that against you. And the measure of your love for God is clearly expressed by the measure of your forgiving and forgetting spirit toward others. Love is like a lubricant. And as you go around, you will find squeaky people everywhere. Squeaky saints. Squeaky people who just constantly make life miserable for others. They squeak about everything. And you could go around with love just like a little can of oil and just drop a drop or so of love into people’s hearts and lives by saying a kind, loving word...Doing a kind, loving deed. I read about an interesting story of a Christian mechanic who lost an expensive tool from his tool kit. Sometime later, he recognized it in the kit of one of his fellow workmen. And he, being the only Christian in the shop felt it incumbent upon him to show forgiveness. So, after praying about it, he went to his fellow mechanic and said softly and kindly, I see you have one of my tools in your kit. You may keep it if you need it. He then dismissed the incident and forgot about his missing tool. But during the next few weeks, his fellow workman tried on three different occasions to give him the value for the missing tool. Once he offered to give him another of equal value. And again, by offering his services after hours, and finally slipping money into the coat pocket of this man. The incident closed by the two men becoming close and lasting friends. The guilty man said, I couldn’t stand being forgiven. Yes, true forgiveness always pays off because it is Christ-like. “Above all things - have fervent love among yourselves, for love shall cover the multitude of sins by forgiving and by forgetting.” 

Oh, if you want to promote and preserve peace and unity and love among your fellow church members and among your neighbors, adopt a loving attitude toward them. Let God’s love flow out from you and through you. 

Something special in our life -
Always remember to forget the things that made you sad, but never forget to remember the things that made you glad. 
Always remember to forget the friends that proved untrue. But never forget to remember those that have stuck by you. Always remember to forget the troubles that passed away, but never forget to remember the blessings that come each day. Forgive the sins that made you sad, forget them though they seem so bad. 
 With God’s love gushing from your heart, He will give His grace for a brand-new start. 

Yes, above all things, “...fervent love among each other covers the multitude of sins”, and by this, Jesus said, all men will know that those who truly are Christians do belong to Jesus Christ because they love one another. That’s the key to revival in the church. The key to a transformation of life in this nation. Why not let it begin in you today. Why don’t you start today, obeying Christ’s 11th commandment, “Love one another”. God bless you, my friend.


