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CANADA’S NATIONAL BIBLE HOUR- George Francisco – May 14, 2023
MOTHER’S DAY
This Sunday has been named in honor of Mothers everywhere so let me extend special greetings to mothers, grandmothers, and great-grandmothers on this day. The prayers and influence of godly mothers are surely needed today. Amos R. Wells is credited for a tribute to mothers called:                           

                                                                 “Mothers and Others” 

                                     Others weary of the noise, Mothers play with girls and boys,

                                          Others scold because we fell, Mothers kiss and make it well, 

                                            Others work with patient will, Mothers labor later still,

                                              Others love is more or less, Mothers love was steadiness, 

                                                Others pardon grudging yet, Mothers pardon and forget, 

                                                  Others grow incredulous, Mothers still believe in us,

                                                    Others throw their faith away, Mothers pray and pray and pray”

Well may God bless and encourage every good and godly mother today.

I would like for us to look for a few moments at an interesting story about a mother in the Bible. Maybe not all will recognize the name of Salome, but she was a woman who followed the Lord Jesus and Scripture says she ministered to Him of her means along with others. We read of her in Matthew 20:20-28, “Then came to Jesus the mother of Zebedee’s children with her sons, worshipping Him, and desiring a certain thing of Him. And Jesus said unto her, what wilt thou?  She saith unto Him, Grant that these my two sons may sit, the one on thy right hand, and the other on the left, in thy kingdom. But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?  They say unto Him, We are able. And He saith unto them, Ye shall drink indeed of My cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with: but to sit on My right hand, and on my left , is not mine to give, but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared of My Father. And when the ten heard it, they were moved with indignation against the two brethren. But Jesus called them unto Him, and said, Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they that are great exercise authority upon them. But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister; and whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant: Even as the Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His Life a ransom for many.”
Now in studying this account and in the Book of Mark we learn that Salome was the mother of Zebedee’s children and of course James and John, her two sons, we know were two of Jesus closest disciples. Now they had probably imposed upon their mother to ask what some have called a very ambitious request for her sons. Now the question I would like us to think about was Salome a saintly mother or a precocious parent? We all know the problem that some parents pose in school and sports when they push their children far beyond normal limits. Did Salome do this?  Did James and John take advantage of their mother’s love in asking her to approach Jesus with them and make such a request?  Her request was certainly seen by the other disciples as coming from the two sons for verse 24 said; “…they were moved with indignation against the two brethren.” We could become a bit indignant to as we read that Salome and her sons request comes on the heels of a most significant revelation by Jesus just shortly before. In verses 18 and 19 Jesus had talked to His disciples about His coming experiences and said: “Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be betrayed unto the chief priests and unto the scribes, and they shall condemn Him to death, and shall deliver Him to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify Him: and the third day He shall rise again. Then came to Him the mother of Zebedee’s children…” So at the time when Jesus was preparing for the horrible sufferings of the Cross, these come to Him seeking pious positions. It seems so out of place, and it shows certainly the insensitivity of the disciples. But note that Jesus doesn’t berate them; instead, He turns the difficult situation into a very valuable teaching moment for all of the disciples. Jesus said the greatest position in His coming kingdom will be for those who stoop the lowest in humble service to others. 
Then Jesus gives Himself as an example, He came from heaven’s glory, took on the restraints of human flesh, suffered the agonies of the Cross and of course as a result He will be exalted above all. For Paul wrote in Philippians 2:9 “Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above every name: that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” How much of that the disciples understood, we don’t know. How they must have thought back on that incident later, when they began to comprehend all that Jesus was and did. But lest we become to harsh in our judgment of Salome and James and John or anyone else, we need to heed the words of Jesus to the Jews in John 7:24, “Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment.” So since we cannot tell all the motivations behind the action that took place, perhaps we need to be challenged simply by Jesus revelation concerning humble servants.

In defense of Salome, however, there are a few things perhaps that we can learn by taking a closer look. First, she was a mother who came to Jesus worshipping Him in verse 20 said. Now that was a significant and important thing to do. Jesus had said earlier “Come unto Me all ye that labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest.” Salome obeyed and came. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if every mother and father, and everyone, for that matter would come to Jesus and bow and worship Him? The sad thing is most people will never come, never bow the knee, never worship the One Who came from heaven to pay for their sins. They ignore, or reject, or are ignorant of, or procrastinate, putting off that decision as the Governor Felix did to Paul when he said, “Go thy way, for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee.” (Acts 24:25). We never read that Felix ever had a more convenient season. Putting off Christ for some other time makes it easier to do the same again, and again. Mother or Father, if you have never come to Jesus, will you do it now? Invite Him to forgive you and receive Him into your heart and life so that He can receive you into His great heavenly family and home. Jesus died for you, and He alone can save you and remember. He has given us a wonderful promise, “…him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out.” (John 6:37). Whatever faults she may have had, Salome came to Jesus, she listened to His word, and she ministered to Him from her possessions. From Scripture we learn that she was among the few that stayed by the Cross and later was among the women who came to the tomb finding it empty but hearing the glad news of Christ’s powerful Resurrection. I hope you will take the step of faith that Salome took so many years ago. Then to verse 20 we read Salome came to Jesus with her sons. Now we know that James and John had been disciples of Jesus for some years already, but there is something touching here, something symbolic, she brought her sons with her to Jesus. Many a mother introduces her sons and daughters to things which can eventually destroy them: alcohol or drugs, gambling, worldly lifestyle, but of very few mothers and fathers can it be said, they came to Jesus with their sons. It was Susannah Wesley, the mother of John and Charles Wesley, who said words to the effect ‘I would feel quite ashamed if anyone other than I should lead my children to Christ.’  She was the mother of a very large family, yet she spent an hour each day in prayer for her children. Is it any wonder that God brought revival and moral strength to England through John and Charles Wesley, at the very time when France was plunged into the darkness of revolution and social chaos?  Mother, father, give your life to Christ so that He can fill your life with Himself and make you a blessing and a powerful influence for Him in your family.

Then as we look at Salome’s request, we realize there may be more here than at first glance. When Salome requested the honored position for her sons in Christ’s kingdom, it meant first of all that she believed that Christ was Israel’s anointed one, the Messiah and that He would be King. Now at this time she was in pretty special company for there were not a lot of people who truly believed that. Certainly, the Jewish leaders didn’t for the Scribes, Pharisees and Priests were all intent about putting Him to death, which they did. Then to Salome’s request showed that she wanted her sons to be involved in God’s kingdom and in His work. She may have lacked the full understanding of what would be involved, but her heart’s desire for her sons was that they might serve the Lord. Thank God for mothers today who desire and pray that their children might follow the Lord. We do not know what place James and John will hold in the coming kingdom, but they certainly became leaders among the disciples and in the early church. James became the first to drink of that cup of suffering that Jesus spoke of and was martyred under Herod. John became the beloved Apostle and pastor of the Church at Ephesus. He wrote many books of the Bible including the great book of Revelation which describes the final events that will usher in the glorious kingdom of Jesus: the kingdom that they waited for, and events that appear now about to be fulfilled in our generation. Thank God for mothers who pray and desire that their children would follow the Lord Jesus. 
Mrs. Charles Cowman, a missionary herself, tells a story familiar to some, of an aged woman bent over a washboard in a room of poverty, praying with tears flowing down her cheeks for her son John. John who had run away from home in his teens to become a sailor and from all reports had become a very, very wicked man. Nevertheless, the mother prayed on. She believed in two things: the power of prayer and the power of the Gospel to change her son. God answered those washtub prayers and worked a miracle in John’s life, for the drunken, cursing ships captain, John Newton, became John Newton the sailor preacher who brought thousands of people to know the Lord. He also wrote the words - 
                                 “Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me!   
                                              I once was lost, but now am found, was blind, but now I see. 
                                     ‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved; 
                                             How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed!”
God has used the words of this hymn to touch the lives of thousands all around the world because of a mother who dared to believe in God’s goodness and who prayed without ceasing. Salome, saintly mother, yes in some way, precocious parent, probably some of that too, but a mother who wanted her sons to be involved in the work of the Lord. Will you pray that God will bless your family and turn their steps toward the Lord?   May God give you a great Mother’s Day. 

