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In our last nineteen messages, we have been researching and discussing about how close we could be living to the end time events prophesied in the Bible. Today, I would like to consider whether or not God will fulfill these prophecies as recorded in the Bible. Will they be fulfilled literally, or figuratively? Will they be fulfilled to the specific people as promised, or will they be fulfilled to others, such as the church?
The best way to prove that we can depend on these end time prophecies is by seeing how God has fulfilled the promises He made in the past, which have been fulfilled exactly as He said. 
Our first example is found in Ezekiel 36:6-11. “Therefore, prophesy concerning the land of Israel, and say to the mountains, the hills, and the rivers, and the valleys, thus says the Lord GOD: ‘Behold, I have spoken in My jealousy and My fury, because you have borne the shame of the nations.’  Therefore thus says the Lord God: ‘I have lifted My hand in an oath that surely the nations that are around you shall bear their own shame. But you, O mountains of Israel, you shall shoot forth your branches and yield your fruit to My people Israel, for they are about to come. For indeed I am for you, and I will turn to you, and you shall be tilled and sown. I will multiply men upon you, all the house of Israel, all of it; and the cities shall be inhabited, and the ruins rebuilt. I will multiply upon you man and beast; and they shall increase and bear young: I will make you inhabited as in former times and do better for you than at your beginnings. Then you shall know that I am the LORD.’’’
Here is a prophecy made by the prophet Ezekiel about six hundred years before the birth of Christ. It ties in with messages from other prophets and himself that the Jews would return to the land after being scattered all over the earth for several thousand years. That land had been desolated and ravished by one people group after another. All the trees had been cut down causing massive erosion throughout the centuries. It was basically inhabited by a few scattered Bedouins. The towns we in ruins, and the only visitors were a few pilgrims. 
Then something began to happen. A small contingency  of Jewish people began returning to their homeland. They purchased wasteland, drained the swamps and began growing crops. They planted trees and began to till the soil and found it to be fertile. Today, that once barren land provides fruit and vegetables not only for a population of around 9 million,    b ut for much of the Middle East and Europe as well.
The towns that were once in ruins have been rebuilt into modern cities where the people live and work. They have good roads, modern transportation, good schools and modern conveniences similar to our own.
Th God also promised that the Jews who would be scattered, would come home and once again would come home to the land that He gave to their forefathers. It is amazing how these prophecies penned so many centuries ago are literally being fulfilled exactly as God promised, in our lifetime today.
In Deuteronomy 28, God made some promises about the Jewish people about what would happen to them if they turned away from Him. This is given to us in verses 62-67. “You shall be left few in number, whereas you were as the stars of heaven in multitude, because you would not obey the voice of the LORD your God. And it shall be just as the LORD rejoiced over you to do you good and mmultiply lyou, so the LORD will rejoice over you to destroy you and to bring you to nothing, and you shall be plucked from off the land which you go to possess. Then the LORD will scatter you among all peoples, from one end of earth to the other, and there you shall serve other gods, which neither you nor your fathers have known – wood and stone. And among those nations you shall find no rest, nor shall the soul of your foot have a resting place; but there the LORD will give you a trembling heart, failing eyes and anguish of soul. Your life shall hang in doubt before you; you shall fear day and night and have no assurance of life. In the morning you shall say, ‘Oh, that it were evening!’  And at evening you shall say, oh, that it were morning!’ because of the fear which terrifies your heart, and because of the sight which your eyes see.”  
Before Israel went into the land under the leadership of Joshua, the Lord promised that if they turned away from Him, they would lose their homeland. They would be few in number and scattered among all the nations of the world.  They would fear for their lives and be a persecuted people. Has this prophecy been fulfilled? The Jewish people have faced persecution and death during the Crusades, the Spanish Inquisition, the Russian Pogroms, the Nazi Holocaust, and now through ever worsening antisemitism. It is no wonder that so many are returning to Israel, even though that nation is surrounded by enemies seeking their destruction.
My point in using these two illustrations is to make it very clear that the prophesies God has made have been and are continuing to be fulfilled, exactly as He promised, and to the people to whom He made these promises.
Next, let us take a look at a few of the prophecies given in the Old Testament about the first coming of Jesus. In Isaiah 7:14 we are told that the Lord would give the Jewish people a sign. That sign would be that a virgin would conceive and bear a son whose name would be Immanuel, or God with us. There has been much discussion about the virgin birth, as to whether or not the birth of Jesus was by a virgin. First of all, it was a sign to the Jewish people. A lot of young women bear children, so if that were the case, this would not be a sign or a miracle. The Hebrew word almah, which is translated “virgin” means “a young woman, one of who is characterized as a virgin.”  Matthew clears this up in chapter one, verse twenty-three of his gospel. Quoting Isaiah7:14, he uses the Greek word “Parthenos” for virgin. This word can only mean “virgin.”  So, nearly eight hundred years before His birth, Isaiah clearly pointed out the One who would be named “God with us,” would be born of a virgin. That prophecy was literally fulfilled exactly as God promised. 
King David wrote his Psalms around one thousand years before the birth of Christ. In Psalm 22, he clearly gives us several prophecies concerning the crucifixion of Christ, and he goes into great detail about it. In verse sixteen we read: “They pierced My hands and My feet.”  In verse eighteen we read: “They divide My garments among them, and for My clothing they cast lots.”  When we read the gospels, we know this is exactly what happened at Calvary.  God used David to make these prophecies and they were fulfilled literally and exactly as God gave them to him so many centuries earlier. 
By using these few prophecies, we have seen today, we can easily note that God fulfilled them precisely as He promised. These are only a few examples of hundreds of prophecies written in the Word of God that have been fulfilled. It is on that basis, that we can claim that our God, who never changes, will one day literally fulfill the prophecies concerning future events. Why would a person ever doubt that God would change the way He will fulfill them?  
The reason for giving all the previous information is because of a sweeping change that is taking place in theology today, especially with the younger generation. Many hold that you cannot accept prophecy as being contextually, historically, and grammatically correct. They try to do away with future prophecy being taken literally.
For example, they claim that the promises given by God to Israel have nothing to do with the nation of Israel, but they have been transferred to the church. There is no future millennial kingdom, with Christ ruling over the world for one thousand years. What is going on in the Middle East has nothing to do with end time events, so they claim. I just received a communication from Israel today that confirms this. For years, the evangelical church has been a great friend of Israel, steadfastly standing with her through her wars, terrorism, and hatred by so many. This has been because of our firm premillennial position. Our position is that the church will be raptured or taken up to heaven first. This will be followed by seven years called the tribulation period. At the end of that time, Jesus will return to the earth, defeat the enemy, and establish a thousand-year reign of righteousness on the earth. The communication I received today from Israel stated very clearly that the evangelical church is removing their backing and support of Israel because they are convinced that there is no future for Israel. God is finished with her, and so are they. For me, this information was heartbreaking.
At this point, I would like to take you to some Scripture to prove that God is not finished with Israel and that He has much more for them prophetically. In Jeremiah 31:35-40, we read these words. “Thus says the LORD, who gives the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances of the moon and stars for a light by night, who disturbs the sea, and its waves roar (The LORD of Hosts is His name): If those ordinances depart from before Me, says the LORD, then the seed of Israel shall also cease from being a nation before Me forever.  Thus says the LORD: if heaven above can be measured, and the foundations of the earth searched out beneath, I will also cast off all the seed of Israel for all that they have done, says the LORD. Behold, the days re coming, says the LORD, that the city be built for the LORD from the tower of Hananeel to the Corner Gate. The surveyor’s line shall again extend straight forward over the hill Gareb, then it shall turn toward Goath. And the whole valley of the dead bodies and of the ashes, and all the fields as far as the brook Kidron, to the corner of the Horse Gate toward the east, shall be holy to the LORD. It shall not be plucked up or thrown down anymore forever.”  
It is absolutely impossible for me to see how you could ever take a prophecy like this and make it an allegory or have it in any way refer to the church. These promises, as well as so many others are so detailed, and refer to a glorious future da
y when our Lord will return and establish His kingdom on earth for a thousand years. Israel will be restored, and Jesus will rule over it and the entire earth for those thousand years.
If you remember, during the life of Jesus, the people were looking for a king. They wanted a king who could deliver them from the Roman bondage. They forgot they were under a far greater bondage than Rome. It was the bondage of sin. When the remnant of Israel that remains at the end of the tribulation turns to the LORD at His Second Coming, their sins will be forgiven, and the nation restored, and He will be crowned King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
Zechariah 14:20-21 puts it this way. “In that day ‘HOLINESS TO THE LORD’ shall be engraved on the bells of the horses. The pots in the LORD’S house shall be like the bowls before the altar. Yes, every pot in Jerusalem and Judah shall be holiness go the LORD of hosts. Everyone who sacrifices shall come and take them and cook in them. In that day there shall be no longer a Canaanite in the house of the LORD of hosts.”  Ezekiel ends his prophecy; “And the name of the city from that day shall be: ‘THE LORD IS THERE.’”
My friend, approximately 40% of the Bible was prophetic when it was penned. That which has been fulfilled, has come to pass exactly as it was predicted. It is on that basis as well as the faithfulness of God that we can depend on the future prophecies to be fulfilled on the same basis.                                  ti
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