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CANADA’S NATIONAL BIBLE HOUR- GEORGE FRANCISCO

April 9, 2023 -  THE ANGELS EASTER MESSAGE AND MORE
Let me greet you on this Easter Sunday with the words of the angels’ joyful announcement of Christ’s Resurrection.  He is not here but is risen as He said, the Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the most significant event in the history of mankind, it vindicates all that Jesus said and was and is the promise of a glorious future for all believers.
The season of the year is suggestive as well for spring announces the waning of the dark dreary cold days of winter and anticipates the joyous warmth, beauty and new life that assuredly is coming.

The story of Easter is both moving and uplifting after Jesus had suffered the agonies of the cross for man’s sin, His body was taken down from the cross by a loving disciple named Joseph, a believer and a wealthy man who had a stone tomb built, there they placed Christ’s body, and the door was sealed with a huge round stone which was rolled so as to close the entrance.  Luke 24:1 reads Now upon the first day of the week very early in the morning the women came unto the sepulcher bringing the spices which they had prepared and certain others with them and they found the stone rolled away from the sepulcher and they entered in and found not the body of the Lord Jesus.  And it came to pass as they were much perplexed thereabout, and behold two men stood by them in shining garments and as they were afraid and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto them “Why seek ye the living among the dead? He is not here but is risen.  Remember how He spake unto you when He was yet with you in Galilee saying the son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and the third day rise again, and they remembered His words and returned from the sepulcher and told all of these things unto the eleven and to all the rest.
Now our topic today is: THE ANGELS EASTER MESSAGE AND MORE. Luke’s account said two men in shining garments stood by them, that is they suddenly appear, and they were so overwhelming different that the women recognized their superhuman nature and it says they were afraid and bowed down their faces to the earth.  

Now angels are very real spirit beings and are extremely intriguing in nature and in ministry.  Angel means messenger or envoy and God has created them and commissioned them to help in His work.  Scripture says and angel slew an enemy army of Israel that is the Syrians, 185,000 died in one night, Gabriel appeared to Daniel and revealed to him the prophetic scope of gentile world history as well as the time of Messiah’s coming, an angel announced the birth of John the Baptist to Elizabeth and Zachariah’s, and later announced to Mary the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Angels appeared to Jesus as He struggled in prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane preparing for the Agony of the Cross in order to provide an eternal Salvation for sinful mankind.
We speak of Guardian Angels, and this seems to be clear from Matthew 18 and 10 which says take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones, for I say unto you that in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven.

It appears then that angels are appointed at each human birth and minister throughout life in ways that we don’t perhaps understand.  Angels are holy ones and are able to stand in the very presence of God, they are without sin that is they cannot lie, so when angels announced to the women at the tomb that Christ was risen then that is the absolute truth.  If Christ had been taken away by the disciples or His enemies the angels would have known it and would have been compelled to say so.  The holy messengers of God said clearly, He is risen and that, of course, is the truth.
Jesus Himself taught the disciples that He would rise from the dead, but their mindset and their own desires allowed them to ignore that, the angels at the tomb triumphantly declared that Christ had fulfilled His word He had died to provide salvation and He was now alive forevermore.
The Apostle Paul declared that the Resurrection of Christ is the sheet anchor or absolute foundation of our Christian Faith.

In 1st Corinthians 15 in verse 14, Paul says if Christ be not risen then is our preaching vain and your faith is also vain, ye are yet in your sins, but now is Christ risen from the dead and become the first-fruits of them that slept.  
The Resurrection was God’s final sign of approval upon all that Christ was, said and did.  So, we know that salvation is absolutely complete and totally adequate for all the sinners of all the worlds.
First John 2 and 2 says “and He (Jesus) is the propitiation for our sins and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.”  Think of all that was implied in the announcement of the angels, He is Risen, but there is more, in Mark’s Gospel account Chapter 16 in verse 7 the angels said to the people, but go your way tell His disciples and Peter that He goeth before you into Galilee there shall ye see Him as He said unto you.
Now each Gospel is important and in a unique way reveals a little more truth. The angels here say Jesus is not only risen but He wants to meet with you in Galilee.  What a gracious invitation and how reassuring these words must have been to those disciples. Jesus had just suffered the humility and rejection of His own nation as well as the mockery and scorn of Herod and his soldiers, this was followed by the brutal and agonizing suffering of the cross, the denial of Peter the leader of the disciples followed by the cowardly fleeing of all the disciples, now Jesus sends a gracious invitation to come and to meet with Him, and not only do angels say we are welcome to come to Jesus, but all scripture urges us to come in spite of any and all of our past sins.
In Matthew 11:28 Jesus extended an invitation saying, come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest.

Jesus throughout His ministry invited men to come and believe in Him and near the end of His ministry His final words to His nation were recorded in John 7:37 in the last day that great day of the feast Jesus stood and cried saying if any man thirst let him come unto me and drink. Israel, however, would have nothing of that rejecting His gracious offer and nailing Him to a cross and they have suffered the darkness of spiritual blindness for over 2,000 years.

The Book of Revelation written some time after the cross reveals Jesus still graciously calling men to meet with Him.  In Chapter 3:20 we have the touching account of Jesus, the God of heaven humbling standing at the door of the church and of the human hearts saying behold I stand at the door and knock, if any many hear my voice and open the door I will come into him, and will sup with him, and he with me.
The very last chapter of the Bible includes Jesus words, the spirit, and the bride say come and let him that heareth come and let him that is a thirst come and whosoever will let him take of the water of life freely. The angel was the first to say God is not mad at us but graciously opens His arms and says come to me and be forgiven, be free from that burden of sin and that invitation, friends, is still good. There is still time for you to come. If you will believe that Christ died for your sins and will now, ask Him to forgive and cleanse you, then today He will do that and make you a part of His forever family.

In the words of the hymn writer, there is room at the cross for you, there is room at the cross for you though millions have come there is still room for one, there is room at the cross for you.  Will you not come to Him today and trust Him and take Him as your Lord and Savior.

The angels have stated several important things of Christ, but it was not God’s intention for them to say everything.  The scriptures, however, are intended for our instruction and they declare decisively some other great things about Christ. 

First, that the Kingdom of God that Jesus began to preach about is not dissolved but rather delayed, when Israel rejected Christ as their King, God then closed the door for a time as it were on the kingdom promised and opened the door of salvation to the Gentiles.
The Apostle Paul clearly states that God is not finished with Israel saying in Romans Chapter 11 verse 26 and so all Israel shall be saved as it is written there shall come out of Zion the deliverer and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob. This speaks of a day when Christ shall return with His saints to purge Israel from their sin of unbelief and to reign on David’s throne over all the world for 1000 years.
The Book of Revelation records the great coming events designed to convince men of their wickedness and to pave the way for Christ’s return.  This includes the revelation of antichrist, the seven years of tribulation, this will be a time when God pleads with men through great judgment poured out upon the earth, this then will lead to the gathering of all nations and the Battle of Armageddon.  Then Christ, God’s King will come from Heaven it says and destroy antichrist and his armies and be crowned King of Israel and of the world.
Revelation 11:15 says and the seventh angel sounded and there were voices in Heaven saying the kingdoms of this world become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ and He shall reign forever and ever. The risen Christ will one day return to reign and to fulfill all the prophecies of the 1000 years of prosperity and peace both for Israel and for the whole world, they shall beat their swords into plowshares and peace shall reign over all the earth.
There are so many, many more things spoken of about Christ, but one final thing Christ is also the coming God ordained judge that all wicked men must face, Revelation 20 and 11 says and I saw a great white throne and Him that sat upon it and I saw the dead small and great stand before God and the dead were judged out of those things that were written in the books and death and hell were cast into the Lake of Fire.  
What a sad ending for all those who reject the Risen Savior and Lord and coming King and judge. Friends, there are many other things spoken of in the scriptures concerning the risen Christ, we all need to spend more time opening and studying God’s word.  In His truth and the truth of the resurrected Christ bless and encourage all of us today. May each of you have a blessed and a Happy Easter time.

