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There were some fellows who decided to play a trick on a wise old man.  One suggested, I will hide a bird in my hand, and I will ask if it is dead or alive.  If the old man says, dead, I will let it fly away.  If he says, alive, I will squeeze it and kill it.  So hiding the bird he asked, is it dead or alive?  The wise old man said, it’s as you will!  And the young fellow did not know what to do so he just let the bird go!    So it is with life.  We are in God’s hand and God has given you the gift of choice.  It is in life’s choices of right or wrong that either joy or misery comes.  Every day you make a choice.  You choose right or wrong, God or Satan, heaven or hell.  It’s as you will!  And it’s His will and His love and His desire for you that should lead us to say, I choose you Lord.

I want to conclude our series of messages on revival today by looking again at its definition and another question that Jesus asked. This is the last in the series – REVIVAL: A time when God draws near and manifests His holy presence, an extraordinary work of God, producing extraordinary results.  It is a time when Christians are restored to their first love for Christ: When sham and hypocrisy are exposed.  Bitterness and strife are revealed, and changes are affected in the lives of believers because of their choice to make Jesus, Lord and Master of their lives in everything they do or say.  When new life pulsates in the church because revival is supremely Son-centered, and utterly Holy Spirit dominated.  It is a Christ awakening.  We can only think rightly about revival when we think rightly about Christ’s place in revival. 
And so with that in mind, we have been looking at questions that Jesus Himself asked in the Gospels that cause us to search our hearts and allow Him to revive us.  We have been considering the three prayers that we challenge you to pray everyday.  Habakkuk 3:2 - “O Lord, revive your work in the midst of the years.”  Psalm 85:6, “Wilt Thou not revive us again that Your people may rejoice in Thee.”  But Psalm 143:11 makes it so personal, “Revive me O Lord for Your name’s sake.”   Old Gypsy Smith said, “If you want to have a revival, you draw a big circle on the floor of your room and then you kneel inside that circle and say - Lord, send a revival inside this circle.  That is where it starts.  

And we have been considering questions Jesus asked:  (1)  Matthew 16:15, (Who do you say that I am?”  Are you really saved?  In revival, many professing Christians in any given church find that they have never been truly saved and they get saved during revival time. (2) The second question was in Matthew 26:40,  it’s a question about our communion, “What, could you not watch with Me one hour?  Prayer is the key to everything.  It  is certainly the key to revival.  If you are a strong Christian, it is because you pray.  If your church is a strong church, it’s because it’s a praying church.  And God asks us “...If we will call upon Him, He will answer us and show us great and mighty things that we know not of.”  “If we humble ourselves and pray, seek His face, turn from any wicked ways in our life, He will hear from heaven, He will forgive our sin and then He will heal our land.”  (3)  The third question had to do with our comprehension of who Jesus really is when He said, “If you now know the Father, it’s because you have seen Him.  And Phillip said, Lord, we don’t understand what you are saying, How could we see the Father? show us the Father.  And Jesus said, “Have I been so long a time with you, Phillip, and you still don’t know Me?  He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father.”  Do we comprehend that Jesus is the Jehovah of the Old Testament.  He is God manifest in human flesh.  He is Immanuel, God with us.  And when He gives us a commission, we realize that all authority is given to Him in heaven and in earth.  Do we understand Him?  Do we want to know Him better?  Are we getting to know Him through the Word.  “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.”  We grow in grace and in knowledge of Him through the Word.  Revival is often called, RE-BIBLE. Christian’s Bibles come alive to them again and they are at every service, not just once on a Sunday and do their own thing the rest of the week.  They read their Bibles, they study their Bibles, they come to Bible study groups, they come to church services, they take notes on the Pastor’s message.  And they share the Word of God with others.  And they become more and more like Jesus, growing in grace and knowledge of Him, becoming like Him.  When the child of God looks into the Word of God and sees the Son of God, they are changed by the Spirit of God into the image of God for the glory of God.  (4)   And then we saw another question, “Do you love Me more than these?”  John 21:15.  Is there anyone or anything you love more than Jesus?  The church in Ephesus had left its first love and as Charles Finney said, Revival is Christians returning to their first love and letting Christ have all of their affections.  (5)   Then we saw a 5th question in John 13:38, “Will you lay down your life for Me?”  The question concerning our consecration.  Are we truly committed to Christ as Lord.  Would we be willing to lay down our lives for him or are we wasting our time and our money on things that will pass away - serving ourselves instead of him?  
That brings us to the last question #6,  it is found in Luke 6:46,  it is actually found in Luke’s recording of the Beatitudes that Matthew records in Matthew 5, 6, and 7.  This is Luke 6.  I begin reading at verse 38 because there are so many wonderful things Jesus said here before we come to the question that He asks us today and O what a question it is. Please listen to it, beginning at verse 38, Jesus gave a tremendous truth.  “Give, and it shall be given to you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give unto your bosom.  For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.”  Have you learned the joy of giving?  Paul said that Jesus taught, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”  You can’t out give God.  God has a bigger shovel than you.  Jesus said, “If you give it shall be given to you again, good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over.  With what measure you measure, it will be measured to you again.”  No wonder so many Christians live such shallow lives, they have never learned the joy of giving.  The more you give, the more He gives back.  Then He says, “...Can the blind lead the blind?  Shall they both not fall into the ditch?”  O how terrible when a blind person (spiritually) tries to lead other spiritually blind people, and they both fall into the ditch.  If you have a pastor who is godly and who sees spiritual truth because he has been born again and is indwelt by the Holy Spirit, who illuminates him, then thank God for him and let him lead you. Let him lead you into the light, out of darkness into the marvelous light of Christ.   Then Jesus said in verse 40, “The disciple is not above his master (teacher): but everyone that is perfect shall be as his master (teacher).”  What He is saying is, the disciple is the one who being fully trained, becomes fully mature, like his teacher.  Like teacher, like pupil.  It is the principle of life - like pastor-like people...like father - like son...like mother - like daughter...like grandparents - like grandchildren.  You see, you are not an island to yourself.  The way you live, influences others and what you say and what you teach make an indelible mark on their life.

In verses 41 and 42, Jesus said you can’t pick the speck out of your brother’s eye when you have a plank in your eye. It is almost humorous, but it certainly means don’t have a critical spirit. Then Jesus went on to teach this in verse 43, “For a good tree brings forth corrupt fruit!” NO. He said, “For a good tree (CANNOT) bringeth not forth corrupt fruit;”  And this is the problem we face in the church today.  We have people professing to be a good tree, to be saved, to be born again, and they bring forth corrupt fruit.  Their lives are filled with sin.  They evidence no transformation.  “If anyone be in Christ, they are a new creation: old things are passed away and all things become new.”  We have multitudes of people who claim to be good trees, but they are bringing forth corrupt fruit, but Jesus said, that cannot be.  A corrupt tree does not bring forth good fruit, and a good tree does not bring forth corrupt fruit.  “For every tree is known by his own fruit.  For of thorns men do not gather figs, nor of a bramble bush gather they grapes.  A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.”  
With that tremendous introduction, we have this question, Jesus says in Luke 6:46, “Why call ye Me Lord, Lord and do not the things which I say?”  How tragic.  Then He went on to give this illustration by what He was saying.  “Whosoever cometh to Me,   and heareth My sayings,  and doeth them,  I will shew you to whom he is like:  He is like a man who built an house, digged deep, and laid the foundation on a rock: and when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it: for it was founded upon a rock.  But he that heareth, and doeth not, is like a man that without a foundation build an  house upon the earth; (upon the sinking sand) against which the stream did  beat vehemently,  and immediately it fell; and the ruin of that house was great.”  “Why do you call Me Lord, Lord and do not the things which I say?”  

Remember what Jesus said in Matthew 7:22, in the judgment day, “Many will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, the same words, “ have we have not prophesied in Your name? and in Thy name have cast out devils? and in Thy name done many wonderful works?  And then I will profess   into them, I never knew you: depart from Me, I never knew you:”   But, Lord, Lord, they will say, O but Jesus is going to say to them, but you did not do, you only said.  Jesus said, “If you love Me, keep My commandments.”  If He is Lord and Master of our lives, then we will do what He asks us to do.  We will follow Him.  We will take up our cross daily and follow Him.  We will deny ourselves and take up our cross daily and follow Him.  We will forsake all that we have to follow Him.  He said, if you don’t do those things you can’t be My disciples.  You are just saying words that mean nothing.  To forsake all you have means to surrender claim to, and say Lord, everything I am and have and ever hope to be, it is all yours.  So I give it to you.  I give myself.  Then it is not so hard to give your money and your time and your talent to Him.  

Now listen as I close to what happened in Canada and the United States about 120 years ago. David Mitchell writes on HUDSON TAYLOR’S first visit to Canada and the US in 1888, the China Inland Mission in North America began and an era of international missions was launched.  (By the way, that Mission is now called Overseas Missionary Fellowship – a great Mission). For the two days that Hudson Taylor participated in the Bible Conference at Niagara-on-the-Lake, he spoke on consecration to God in a remarkable way.  The immediate result of those meetings was consecrated giving sufficient to support 15 missionaries to China for one year.  In the ensuing weeks at D.L. Moody’s College in Northfield, MA and then in Hamilton and Toronto, ON, more than 50 young people offered themselves to go with the pioneer missionary, Hudson Taylor,  to China.  In spite of the fact that he could not guarantee a salary, only hardship and danger inherent in taking the Gospel to the lost multitudes of the vast interior of that land, it was a response of willing consecration and within 3 months, the first contingent of 14 new missionaries had sailed from Vancouver for China.  
Consecration is a sacred thing.  It means to be totally offered up.  When we say, Lord, Lord, we do the things that He says, if we really mean it.  But, if we say Lord, Lord and do not the things which He says, we are disobedient, and disobedience is sin. That is why we need revival.  Either we are not saved, and we claim to be a good tree, but we are bringing forth corrupt fruit, or we are saved and we have not learned to give and we are placing everything on a foundation of sinking sand.  We are going to leave it all behind instead of saying, “Take my life and let it be consecrated Lord to Thee.  Take myself and I will be, ever, only, all for thee...”  REVIVAL - “Wilt thou not revive Thy work?”  Revive us again.  Revive me so that I will be one that who not just says, Lord, Lord, but who obeys Him.

A fellow was once told, who was struggling with this, write the words, NO, LORD, on the top of the paper and then cross out one of them, for they can never stay there together.  If you say, NO, He is not Lord and if you say, LORD, you can never say “no”.  And after a great struggle, God enabled him to erase the word NO and leave the word LORD, sign his name at the bottom of the blank page and say, LORD- WHATEVER YOU ASK ME TO DO, I WILL DO.  

When revival comes, that is what people who profess Christianity will begin to reveal.  “Why call ye Me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?”   Remember, Jesus is either LORD of all, or He is not LORD at all in your life. Make Him LORD today and you will have a personal revival.
