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CANADA’S NATIONAL BIBLE HOUR - E. C. Manning – April 2, 2023
“CRISES, or LEARNING TO READ THE HANDWRITING ON THE WALL” #4
Many years ago, the Apostle Paul, writing under inspiration of the Holy Spirit of God, penned these words in a letter to his young companion, Timothy: “This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come...”   We today, probably have a better understanding of that prediction than Timothy had in his day.  We are witnessing in our generation so many perilous situations that we cannot be faulted for believing that we may well be entering what Paul referred to as “the last days”. That term is used in the prophetic Scriptures to designate the period of time immediately prior to Christ’s personal return to this earth.
We have entitled this series of talks “Crises, or, Learning to Read the Handwriting on the Wall”.  We know from the Scriptures and from our own experience that there are usually prior indications that a crisis is approaching.  Unfortunately, we are prone to ignore the handwriting that appears on the wall.  Sometimes we can know the significance of the advance warnings only by the interpretations revealed in the Prophetic Scriptures.  In other situations, the nature of the handwriting is such that even those who reject God’s prophetic revelations cannot escape the conclusion that a crisis is indeed approaching.  This is the conclusion of an increasing number of people today, and it is not hard to understand why.  Last week we started to examine four spheres in which there are clear indications that a series of major crises is developing.  I asked you to imagine that you were in a room representing the place in time we presently occupy.  The room has four walls.  The handwriting already appearing on each of those walls clearly indicates the development of a crisis situation.

We looked at two of those walls last week.  We called the first THE FINANCIAL WALL.  There we saw endless columns of figures portraying the astronomical load of pyramiding personal and corporate and public debt under which individuals and businesses and governments are staggering.  We noted that the interest factor in our national and international financial systems creates a self-perpetuating debt escalation, the cumulative consequences of which are rapidly reaching crisis dimensions.  Not only individuals and companies and governments, but whole nations are tottering on the brink of financial bankruptcy, with no indication that the trend is, or even can be, reversed.  Take another hard look at the handwriting on the Financial Wall and ask yourself, “How much longer can the present debt accumulating trend continue without precipitating a major international financial and economic crisis with all the political and social consequences which would ensue?“ We called the second wall we looked at THE MILITARY WALL.  We found there handwriting that is disturbing and even frightening.  It warns that the superpowers already possess stockpiles of nuclear bombs and warheads sufficient to destroy all major population centres of this earth twenty times over, and they are spending over $600 billion a year to build and improve more instruments of death.  In 32 nations, military spending is more than the amount spent on education and healthcare combined.  We are told that we are just now moving into the next generation of high-tech weaponry that will be far superior in sophisticated power to destroy than anything we have seen in the past.  How much longer can we pursue this course of suicidal madness without precipitating a world crisis of unprecedented magnitude?
We now turn our attention to the handwriting on the other two walls of our room.  Let us look first at THE ENVIRONMENTAL WALL.  It is increasingly clear that man has not been a good custodian of the physical resources of this earth which God in his providence provided for our use.  We have wantonly polluted the air from which, with each breath, we draw the oxygen necessary to sustain physical life.  Carbon monoxide from our automobile exhausts and industrial pollutants discharged into the air daily are now measured in millions of tons.  They form clouds of industrial smog over our manufacturing centres and their poisonous particles return to earth as acid rain to pollute and sterilize our lakes and streams and vegetation.  Astronauts manning the space shuttle reported from outer space that our earth is enveloped in a thick yellow cloud of industrial pollution.  We have done the same thing to much of our soil and our rivers and lakes and streams, and even the vast oceans now reveal steadily increasing levels of contamination.  How long do you think this trend can continue without imperiling the capacity of the earth to sustain the teeming billions of people now inhabiting this globe, to say nothing of the millions more being born each year?  Is not the handwriting on the Environmental Wall already telling us plainly that if we continue as we are, the people on this once-great planet Earth will face a major crisis of survival in the not far distant future.  While there is widespread public and governmental concern, the practical difficulties hindering the elimination of the numerous forms of environmental pollution are at this point in time almost insurmountable.  On the one hand is the ever-present need for more industrialization to provide the good required to feed increasing millions of people and afford underdeveloped nations at least some opportunity to improve their meager living standards.  But industrial growth goes hand in hand with environmental pollution and the depletion of our irreplaceable resources.  Unless new scientific breakthroughs enable us to resolve this problem, an ultimate environmental and resource depletion crisis is inevitable.

This brings us to the last of the four walls which we may properly refer to as the WALL THAT REFLECTS HUMAN BEHAVIOR.  Here too, the handwriting is plain for all to read.  Think again of the Apostle Paul’s statement in his letter to Timothy: “This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come...”  He then records what we may expect to see develop in the sphere of human behavior as that age of perilous times draws near.  With the prophetic foresight God gave him, Paul was able to see and read in advance the handwriting that is now appearing on the Human Behaviour Wall in this 20th century.  He wrote: “Men shall be lovers of their own selves” that’s an apt description of the ‘me-first attitude’ so evident today.  He went on, “Men shall be…covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers… unthankful, unholy, without natural affection…false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good…heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God.” All of these characteristics are evident in human nature today.  They manifest themselves in the selfishness and violence and immorality and crime and godlessness that have become hallmarks of our times.  I need not labour this point.  It is brought home to you every time you read a newspaper or listen to a newscast on radio or T.V.  We are constantly appalled by brutal and senseless murders and rapes and assaults on even innocent children and the aged and the helpless.  There has developed a callous disregard for the value and sanctity of human life that is beyond comprehension.  A few years ago, it would have been inconceivable that any military commander would order the destruction of an unarmed civilian passenger aircraft with 269 innocent people on board.  But today it happens.  And the guilty party shows not the slightest trace of regret or remorse.  The steady decline in sensitivity to what is right and what is wrong is evident by the appalling increase in crime and violence and immorality of every kind.  In short, the handwriting on the Human Behaviour Wall certainly is warning us that the perilous times of the last days of which Paul spoke are looming very near.  

This is the unmistakable message of the handwriting now clearly evident on each of the FOUR WALLS we have examined.  I hope we have grasped the significance of the developments we have considered.  None of those developments is static.  In all four areas there are clearly established trends.  In each case, if those trends continue, ultimately, they will precipitate a major crisis.  Unless some way is found to halt the self-perpetuating debt escalating factors embodied in our present financial systems, they will lead to a major financial and economic collapse.  If the present mad international arms race continues, it ultimately will lead to a nuclear confrontation.  If we continue to pollute and destroy our physical environment, we ultimately will render our planet incapable of sustaining the increasing millions of people dependent on the Earth’s limited resources for physical survival.  If the evil in human nature as a result of man’s alienation from God by sin continues unchecked, the cumulative consequences will lead to one crisis after another and ever-increasing self-destruction.  All we have said in this talk, all we have learned from the handwriting on the wall s we have examined, warns of a series of major world crises in the days ahead.  Next week, God willing, we will discuss what we should do under such circumstances, and what hope there is of those circumstances being changed.

As we close today, I want to emphasize two important facts.  (1) God is absolutely supreme, and He is in complete and sovereign control of His universe.  Nothing can happen without His divine permission, and everything He determines will happen precisely as He ordains.  (2)  God loves you.  Your good and welfare and the good and welfare of all mankind are His supreme concern.  He proved that by providing at a fearful cost to Himself a way of deliverance from all the evil consequences of our human folly, in alienating ourselves from Him by doing that which was contrary to His holy and altogether righteous will.  The price He paid to make possible our deliverance from the present and future consequences of sin and evil was the life of His only Begotten Son, Jesus Christ.  “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”   Christ died for your sins, according to the Scriptures.  Three days later, after He had paid in full the penalty which otherwise you would have had to pay throughout eternity, God raised Him from the dead.  He is alive today at God’s right hand, from whence He offers you full and free forgiveness of all your sins, and the priceless gift of eternal life and the assurance that He will keep you forever safe and secure in the hollow of His hand, if only you will believe what He tells you and acknowledge your need of His salvation and receive Him into your life as your personal Saviour.
Once you open your life to Him and receive Him as your Saviour and Sovereign Lord, you are safe and secure for time and eternity. Before the approaching world crisis of the last days of which Paul speaks break on this troubled world, Christ has promised to remove His true Church comprised of all those who have accepted Him as their Saviour.  In the words of Scripture, “The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words.” (I Thessalonians 4:16-18).  That will happen before any major crisis breaks on this old Earth.  That is why, when you see the handwriting on the wall warning that a crisis is near at hand, you should not fear or be disturbed but rather rejoice, recognizing that such developments mean that the prior return of your Lord for you is even nearer at hand.  That is why Christ said, “When these things begin to come to pass, rejoice, and lift up your heads: for your redemption draweth nigh.”  The all-important thing is to be absolutely sure that you have genuinely received Jesus Christ into your heart and life as your personal Saviour and Sovereign Lord.  If you have never done so before, or if you have any doubts about your personal relation ship with Him, I plead with you to invite Him into your life right now, as our invitation hymn is sung.  May God bless you. 
