CANADA’S NATIONAL BIBLE HOUR – March 20, 2023
Are We Close to the End Time Events? (19) - Dr. Fred H. Hartman

Our message today will be the nineteenth one in the series entitled, “Are We Close to the End Time Events?”  We will focus our attention on a person, the Antichrist.
First of all, we should define what the name Antichrist means.  Oftentimes in the Bible you can determine what a person is like by the name given him.  The name Antichrist is quite               simple.  “Anti” means “against.”  So, the Antichrist is a person who is totally devoted to be against Christ.
To introduce you to the Antichrist, probably the best way is by reading Revelation 13:1-9.  “Then I stood on the sand of the sea.  And I saw a beast rising up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and on his horns ten crowns, and on his heads a blasphemous name.  Now the beast which I saw was like a leopard, his feet were like the feet of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion.  And the dragon gave him his power, his throne and great authority.  I saw one of his heads as it had been mortally wounded, and his deadly wound was healed.  And all the world marveled and followed the beast.  So they worshipped the dragon who gave authority to the beast; and they worshipped the beast, saying, ‘Who is like the beast?  Who is able to make war with him?’  And he was given a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies, and he was given authority to continue for forty-two months.  Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His name, His tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven.  And it was granted to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them.  And authority was given him over every tribe, tongue and nation.  And all who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.  If anyone has an ear, let him hear.”   
Let me take a few minutes now to briefly explain what we have just read.  This beast or living being will arise and get his power during the tribulation period.  We note that he comes up out of the sea.  This sea is not an ocean or literal sea, but it is speaking of the sea of humanity.  This would indicate that this beast, or the Antichrist will come from the sea of humanity, which would in all probability make him a Gentile.
The next thing we should note is that he has seven heads, ten horns and ten crowns upon those heads.  This is a concept taken from Daniel 7 where this person is described as the leader of a revived Roman Empire of the end times.  He is said to be like a leopard, his feet like those of a bear and his mouth like the mouth of a lion.  In Daniel these are a description of three great ancient Gentile world powers.  The leopard represents Greece, the bear Medo-Persia and the lion Babylon.  We should note that the fourth empire, Rome, is not mentioned, because he becomes the leader of the ten nations of the revived Roman Empire.  He will be the ‘little horn’ that rises out of it, as described in Daniel.  This leader, or the Antichrist will rule over the world during the last 3 ½ years of the tribulation.  His power is not derived from winning wars or political expertise, but his power and authority are derived directly from Satan.  By this power, the Antichrist will do all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders.
Verse three of our passage describes a fatal wound that is healed.  Alford, the great Bible commentator of years gone by, says the destruction of the pagan Roman Empire and the revival of it in the end times is the miracle healing of it by Satan himself, and is the deadly wound that will be healed.  Because of this, the whole world will be taken in by the Antichrist and follow after him.
In verses four through six we learn that because of the miracle of the wound being healed, the whole world worshipped Satan who gave the Antichrist his power.  This is exactly what Satan has desired since he was first revealed in the Garden of Eden.  He has always wanted to be God.  They also will worship the Antichrist because he had become so powerful that no one or any nation would be able to defeat him.  This is the final conquest of Satan when he assumes the place of God the Father and the Antichrist tries to usurp the right of Christ as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  This will be the greatest hoax ever perpetrated on planet earth.
Furthermore, the Antichrist will blaspheme the name of God and His people far more than ever before.  Besides blaspheming the name of God, he will blaspheme His temple, (which will have been rebuilt by then), and even blaspheme all of those who already dwell in heaven.  My friend, this is wickedness personified.
He will also go to war with those who know the Lord at that time and will overcome them with his power.  His reign will reach every tribe and nation on the face of the earth.  All the earth will be under his control, with the exception of those whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.   
When the Antichrist first appears on the scene, the world will be in a desperate situation.  There will be no peace, only wars and rumors of war.  National leaders will not have answers to world problems as well as those of their own nations.  Since the world will have moved toward global leadership, the entire world will be looking for something or someone who can lead them out of world chaos.  This will be the perfect situation for the rise of the Antichrist.  Isn’t it interesting that this is just about the situation the world is in today?  The world is looking for a leader who has great ability and who can solve the problems.  The stage is set.  How soon will it be?  We do not know, for that is in God’s hand.
When the Antichrist comes on the scene, he will appear to be Mr. Wonderful.  He will have the smoothest tongue of a great orator and will gain his power by seemingly being able to provide solutions to many of the problems of the world.  He will be able to solve a lot of political and economic problems.  Most importantly, he will work out a peace treaty to eliminate wars for seven years.  By promising all these things and accomplishing some of them, the world will in a sense, bow at his feet.
We learn more about the Antichrist from what the Apostle Paul says about him in II Thessalonians 2:1-12.  “Now brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together unto Him, we ask you, not to be shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ had come.  Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshipped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.  Do you not remember that when I was still with you, I told you these things?  And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time.  For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work, only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way.  And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming.  The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs and lying wonders, and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved.  And for this reason, God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.”   
Here we learn that the Antichrist will not be revealed until the restrainer is taken away.  Who is this restrainer?  Other passages of Scripture make it clear that He is the Holy Spirit.  Now we know that the Holy Spirit was given to the church at Pentecost.  It is only logical that He would be taken out when the church is removed at the rapture.  When He is removed, all restraint on sin will be gone, man will be turned loose to his evil desires and deeds.
In I John 2:18-19, the writer tells us: “Little children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come, by which we know that it is the last hour.  They went out from us, but they were not of us, for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us, but they went out that they might be made manifest, that none of them were with us.”
If the Apostle John could say that way back in his day, what would he say about today?  Earlier we read that before the Antichrist would come, there would be a great falling away from the things of the Lord.  This has certainly been the case in my lifetime, how about yours?  So many faithful pastors have literally cried on my shoulder as they have watched people turn away from the Lord.  They see people desirous of pleasure, money, entertainment, the things of the world, and even engaged in open sinful ways.  Shame seems to be a thing of the past.  Besides that, so many churches that once preached the gospel are preaching the prosperity message, or sermons that make people feel good.  So many churches have left their first love, and are weak and powerless, often only remaining open only to sustain themselves.
We seem to be living in that day of falling away that will take place just prior to the day the Lord comes and takes His own to be with Him.  That could be today!  How is your heart and your life?  Are you ready to meet Him? 
To complete our study on the Antichrist today, we should look at his future.  
We find this in the book or Revelation 19:11-21.  “Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse.  And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war.  His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns.  He had a name written that no one knew except Himself.  He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God.  And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses.  Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations.  And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron.  He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.  Then I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the birds that fly in the midst of heaven, ‘Come and gather together for the supper of the great God, that you may eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and those who sit on them, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, both small and great.  And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against Him who sat on the horse And His army.  Then the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet, who worked signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who had the mark of the beast and those who worshipped his image.  These two were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone.  And the rest were killed with the sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse.  And all the birds were filled with their flesh.”
In these last days prior to the rapture of the church, it is apparent that there is a great falling away from the Lord.  We are living in very perilous times.  There seems to be no answers to the world’s problems.  Leaders are looking for someone to answer them.  Instead of looking to the Lord, men are looking for someone to meet their needs.  My friend, the stage is set for the world to receive the Antichrist and bow to his wishes but look at what will happen to him and all who worship him.  The answer is to turn to Christ who promises just the opposite of that of the Antichrist – the forgiveness of sins and an eternal home with Him in heaven.  We are living close to these end time events!  Are you ready to meet the Lord?
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