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We begin today a new and very special series of talks in the weeks ahead. God willing, I would like to develop with you a biography of the person of Jesus Christ. In 50 years of teaching and preaching the Bible, I've never begun a series of studies with a greater sense of inadequacy or a deeper sense of reverence. It is one thing to trace the lives of the human characters introduced to us in Holy Writ. It is another thing altogether to talk about the divine person of Jesus Christ. In all the universe there never has been or ever will be, another being who remotely compares to Him. He was and is and always will be distinct from all others. This entire physical universe which came into being at His command will someday dissolve and disappear in response to another command from His divine lip. The hour is coming. The scriptures say, “in which all that are in the grave shall hear His voice and shall come forth.” Every person's eternal destiny depends on their personal relationship with Him. To know Him is life eternal, not to know Him is eternal death. 
The life and status of every human being, since time began, either has or will yet be profoundly touched and affected by Him. His imprint on the Society of this Earth and every person in it already far exceeds that of any other person. An unknown author writing of the Matchless Christ said this. Born of a peasant woman in an obscure village. He worked in a carpenter's shop until 30 years of age, then was an attendant preacher for three years. He never went to college, never wrote a book, never held an office. Never visited the large city. In fact, he never traveled 200 miles from the place where he was born. He did none of the things that usually accompany greatness when he was only 33, the tide of public opinion turned against Him. His friends forsook Him, one of them betrayed Him, another denied that he ever knew Him. He was turned over to His enemies and went through the mockery of a trial. He was falsely condemned, mocked scourged, and crucified on a cross between two thieves while he was dying, His executioners gambled for His garments, the only property he possessed. And when he was dead, he was buried in a grave that belonged to another man. 19 centuries have come and gone, and today he is the central figure of the human race. All the armies that ever marched, all the navies that ever sailed, all the parliaments that ever sat. All the kings that ever reigned put together have not affected the life of man on this earth as much as he. 
[bookmark: _Int_fTT7lsy7]Now let me turn to what the Bible says of Him. The Book of Hebrews begins with these words. God, who at sundry times and in diverse manners spake in times past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by His son. Whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds, who, being the brightness of His glory, and the express image of His person, upholding all things by the word of His power. Notice thee, state as God here assigns to His son Jesus Christ. The air of all things, the Meeker, not just of this world, but the worlds. The brightness of God's own glory and the express image of His divine person. The upholder and sustainer of everything that exists. The apostle John in the opening of His gospel speaks of Christ's glory as the glory of the only begotten of the father, full of grace and truth. The apostle Paul in the first chapter of his letter to the Colossians. Describes Christ as the image of the invisible God, the creator of all things in heaven and in earth, whether they be Thrones or dominions or principalities or powers, and says he was before all things, and by Him all things consist. He further refers to Him as the head of the. Church, the first born from the dead. That is the first to be raised from the dead with a resurrection body. 
[bookmark: _Int_9EEamCwL][bookmark: _Int_djyDOAo6]He adds that it is God's intention that in all things Christ should have the preeminence, and that in Him all fullness should dwell. In the second chapter of the same letter, he affirms that in Christ dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. That he is the head of all principality and power, and in Him are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. In his first epistle to Timothy, Paul describes Christ as the blessed and only potentate. The King of Kings and Lord of Lords, who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto. The statements which Jesus Christ made concerning Himself were also significant and could not be made by any other person who ever lived, he said. I am the light of the world. He that followeth me shall not walk in darkness but shall have the light of life. I am the door by me. If any man enter in, he shall be saved. I am the bread of life. This is the bread which came down from heaven that a man may eat thereof and not die. I am the way, the truth and the life. No man cometh unto the father, but by me. In developing a biography of this Matchless Christ, we will seek to present Him in the eight different roles in which he has revealed in the scriptures. 
One, the preexistent Christ, or the eternal I am spoken of in Exodus 314. Two the Christ of Bethlehem. The mystery of His incarnation. 3 Christ, the Stranger of Galilee 4 the Christ of Calvary. 5 the resurrected Christ 6 the Christ of the day seven. Christ the King of Kings and Eight Christ the eternal. All in all. Next week, being Christmas, we'll talk about the Christ of Bethlehem. Today let us turn our attention to what the Bible tells us about the preeminent preexistent Christ, His status and role before he took on Himself a human form when he came into this world as the Babe of Bethlehem. One of the Cardinal truths affirmed in the scriptures is the existence of 1 infinite, omnipotent, eternal and self-existent triune God. Of everything that exists, God alone is eternal. He had no beginning, just as he will have no end. He always was. He always will be. Now such truth staggers our human minds. We're creatures of a realm in which everything has a beginning and an end. We cannot comprehend a realm where this is not so around where time does not exist. The realm of God. The omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent, immutable, eternal, living spirit who always existed and will never end. How some refer to God as the eternal first cause? But the term is inappropriate for two reasons. 
First, it suggests that God had a beginning that he was the first of all beginnings. When the fact is God always was and therefore had no beginning. Secondly, the term first cause suggests God may be an impersonal blind force or power. The scriptures which are God's revelation concerning Himself affirm that God is a divine person. A triune spirit, being combining in one eternal Godhead, 3 distinct personalities, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 3 divine persons equal in attributes and capable of functioning separately, while at the same time. Comprising only one eternal Godhead, this is a divine mystery beyond the comprehension of our finite minds. In this biography, we are concentrating on what is revealed in the Bible concerning the second member of that divine eternal Trinity, namely God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. In the scriptures he's given many names, each of them significant. Isaiah 9 and six alone cause Christ by 5 different names. His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor the Mighty God, the everlasting father, the Prince of Peace. The name “the mighty God” affirms His deity. The name “the everlasting Father— His eternal existence in John's gospel chapter One verses one to three. Christ is called the Word. And the passage affirms both His deity and His preexistence. It reads in the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by Him, and without Him was not anything made that was made. 
Genesis 1 and one says in the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. These are not contradictory statements because Christ, the eternal Word was God. When it came to the creation of man, Genesis 126 says, “and God said, let us make man in our image, after our likeness.” Notice the plural pronouns. “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. This is the triune God speaking, and so man was created a Tri part being having a body and a soul and a spirit, which is what sets man above. And apart from all other living creatures. Christ Himself, while on this earth made many statements confirming His preexistence before he took on His human form. In John 8:56, speaking to the Jews, he said. “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day, and he saw it and was glad the Jews replied, thou art not yet 50 years old, and hast thou seen Abraham? And Jesus said unto them, before Abraham was, I am.” In His prayer to God His father on the night of His betrayal, he said, “Oh father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was, and again and again in the same prayer father I will, that they also whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am, that they may behold thy glory which thou hast given me. For thou lovest me before the foundation of the world.”
 Throughout the Old Testament, record of God's dealings with mankind, particularly His chosen people, Israel, the Preexistent Christ was frequently involved. He was the Angel of the Lord, who conveyed God's covenant promises to Abraham, and as he said, Abraham rejoiced to see my day. He was Israel's preserver and protector during their wilderness journey. As Paul says in 1 Corinthians 10, they drank of that spiritual rock that followed them, and that rock was Christ. Oh, the matchless path that Jesus Christ had before he came into this world as the Babe of Bethlehem. Nor under the prophet Micah. When predicting centuries in advance, His birth in human form in Bethlehem said of that little town. Out of thee shall he come forth, that is to be ruler in Israel, whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting. My friend. The Lord Jesus Christ was not just the greatest man that ever walked this earth. He was and is the eternal and Almighty God he took on Himself the form of a man. The Bible says, for the suffering of death he became a human being in order that he might bear in His human body the penalty of the sins of the entire human race. But a way might be opened whereby sinful man could be forgiven and restored to fellowship with the Holy God who created them. Jesus Christ was both very God. And very man at one and the same time when he died for our sins in our place. It was more than a good man dying for His fellow men. It was the Incarnate God accepting death in the place of His human creatures, that they might be given an opportunity to escape the eternal consequences. Of their rebellion against Him and His immutable laws of righteousness and truth. Oh, my friend of you have availed yourself of the forgiveness and reconciliation to God that is available to you only through Jesus Christ. There is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. Remember what he said I am? The way the truth and the life no man cometh unto the father, but by me will you receive Him as your personal savior, today. May God bless you.
