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CANADA'S NATIONAL BIBLE HOUR - ARTHUR H. LARSON – Feb 26, 2023
REVIVAL #4 - John 21:15

A man walked into a jewelry store and said to the clerk, I want your best gold locket for my fiancé.  Shall I inscribe her name on it?  No, he replied.  Inscribe, “to my only love” that is, if I break up then I can use it again! We laugh at that, but many times we are like that with the Lord.  Our love varies and wanes and fluctuates, but the Lord isn’t like that with us.  I want you to know today, you aren’t the only one the Lord loves, but there isn’t anyone whom He loves more than He loves you.  And there isn’t anyone who loves you as much as He does.  The Lord didn’t love you because you loved Him.  He loved you before you had any love for Him.  The Bible says, “We love Him because He first loved us.”  (I John 4:19).   And He says, “I have loved you with an everlasting love.”   (Jeremiah 31:3).   I want to speak about the love of God today for us and our love for Him back, as it relates to revival, the series that I have been giving in these messages.  Revival is a time when Christians are restored to their first love for Christ.  When shame and hypocrisies are exposed and when bitterness and strife are revealed.  And such changes are affected in the lives of Christians, so that sinners see the love of Christ in them in new ways and are brought in great numbers to the Saviour.  Revival is walking in the light with Jesus and letting Him live His life through us.  Revival is to come back to health and vigor.  To flourish again spiritually after decline, to come back into use, to become valid, effective and operative again in Christ.  It was Charles Finney who wrote, “Revival is the return to the first love by Christians, resulting then in the conviction and conversion of sinners to God.” 

Where do we get this idea of revival and first love, returning to the first love of Christians?  Well, in the Book of Revelations chapter 2, one of the churches to which God wrote was the great church in Ephesus.  He says in verse 2, “I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear with them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars: and hast borne and hast patience, and for My name’s sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted.”  What a commendation to this church who was busy for God:  works, labour, patience and even discernment and holding true to the Word of God as it related to apostasy.  “Nevertheless (verse 4) He says, I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.”    Many times, people misquote this text terribly.  They use the term “lost” thy first love.  If you lost something you don’t know where it is.  But the text does not say they had lost their first love, it says they had left their first love.  If you leave something, you can return to it again.  And that is why God is calling us back to our first love.  We have been emphasizing three prayers that a believer can pray.  Habakkuk 3:2, “O Lord revive Your work in the midst of the years.”  Psalm 85:6, “Wilt Thou not revive us again that Your people may rejoice in You.”  Psalm 143:11, “Revive me O Lord for Your name’s sake.”  God wants to revive us.  And since revival is preeminently about bringing glory back to the Son of God by the Father through the power of the Holy Spirit and through His Church.  And since Biblical revival is Son-centered, utterly Christ-dominated, it is a Christ awakening.  We have been looking at questions that Jesus asked in the Scriptures so that we could understand as He asks us these questions, whether or not we need revival.  

We saw the (1) first question in Matthew 16:15 - it related to our confession of Christ - Who am I to you?  Do you have a true, personal relationship with Me.?  Are you genuinely saved?  Peter replied, “Thou art the Christ the Son of the Living God.”  And Jesus said, “Flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father” In other words, Peter was not just repeating words that some other human taught him.  But he was saying what was coming from his heart in the way of conviction.  And he was truly professing and making a confession of Christ as his Saviour.   (2)  We saw the second question had to do with our communion in Matthew 26:40.   Once you are truly saved, then you can have communion with God.  Until then, you have no communion with God.  Sin cuts you off from communion.  But in this wonderful text in Matthew 26:40, at a great crisis hour, when Jesus was facing the cross of Calvary for the redemption of the world, as He would shed His blood and pay the price for our sins forever, He left the disciples to pray and He went and prayed, “O Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me.  Yet not My will but Thine be done.”  And when He came back, they were asleep.  And He said, “What, could you not watch with Me one hour.”  And we saw that prayer is the key.  It is the key to everything.  If you have an effective church, it is because it is a praying church.  If you are an effective Christian, it is because you are a praying Christian.  But today, prayer meetings have been canceled and Christians don’t pray much.  We spend far more time watching television than we do praying.  No wonder, while God waits, while God says to us, if you will just ask Me “I will do exceeding abundantly above all you can ask or think if you will just pray, (Ephesians 3:20).  “Call unto Me and I will answer thee and show thee great and mighty things that you know not of.”  This has to do with our communion.    (3)  Then we saw, thirdly, the question of our comprehension.  How Phillip interrupted the Lord when He said, “From now on, you will know the Father and you have seen the Father” and Philip said, we don’t understand.  “How can we see the Father?  Show us the Father and we will be satisfied.” And Jesus said, in this question, “Have I been so long a time with you and you still don’t know Me Philip?  He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father.”  Our comprehension.  Do we really know Christ more intimately now than we ever knew Him before?    Are we studying God’s Word so that we can know Him deeper and better, “...know Him in the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings and be made conformable unto His death.”  Are we growing in grace and knowledge of Him?  Is the fruit of the spirit of Jesus Christ in our life?  Is the joy of the Lord on our faces?  Do people know by just looking at us that we are different?  Are we able “...to comprehend with all saints the breadth and length and depth and height and know the love of Christ which passes knowledge, so that we might be filled with the fullness of God? ” How wonderful it is to be a Christian.  But to leave your first love means you need to be revived.  You need again let God stir your heart in love for Him and let His love so encompass you that you will be a vessel unto honour fit for the Master’s use.  O how we need a revival of the love of Christ in our lives as believers and in our churches.

I turn now to the 4th question.  It is what I am talking about.  This is one of my favorite chapters of Scripture.  John 21, and in this wonderful chapter, Jesus is going to reveal Himself for the third time, after His resurrection from the dead and that great victory on Calvary and at the empty tomb.  Jesus is going to appear to the disciples.  Simon Peter said to seven of his friends, “I am going fishing.”   And they said, “We are going to go with you.”  And they went.  They went fishing.  They fished all night.  They caught nothing.  In the morning, Jesus is standing on the shore.  The disciples do not know that it is Jesus.  It is probably foggy and still a little dark, and He asks them a question, “Children, have you any meat or food?”  And they answered Him, “No”.  And He answers, “Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find.  They cast therefore and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fish.”   I am reading now in John 21:7-15, “Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved (that’s John) said unto Peter, It is the Lord.  Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he gird his fisher’s coat unto him, (for he was naked,) and did cast himself into the sea.  And the other disciples came in a little ship; (for they were not far from the land, but as it were 200 cubits,) dragging the net with fishes, (About 100 yards from shore).  As soon then as they were come to the land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid thereon, and bread.  Jesus said to them, Bring of the fish which you have now caught.  Simon Peter went up, and drew the net to the land, full of great fishes, one hundred and fifty and three: and for all there were so many, yet was not the net broken.  And Jesus said to them, Come and dine.  And none of the disciples durst ask Him, Who art Thou? knowing it was the Lord.  Jesus then cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth them, and fish likewise.  This is now the third time Jesus showed Himself to his disciples, after that He was risen from the dead.”  

And now we come to the 4th    question. Are you listening? “So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou Me more than these? What a question.  Notice, Jesus asked him the question three times in this chapter.  I am only reading one verse in verse 15.  But three times He asked him, Do you love Me more than these? There is nothing wrong with Peter loving fish and boats and fishermen friends and fishing.  But Jesus is saying, “Do you love Me more?”  This is the question He is asking you today.  Is there anyone or anything you love more than Me?  That is the crux of the problem.  The Church in Ephesus had left their first love.  There were other things that had come in.  O yes, they were doctrinally sound, and they were busy and active, but they had left their first love.  They had caused the love of things and others to take the place of the love of Christ.   
I remember some time ago as a young Christian, busy and active for the Lord, that a man said to me something that set me back on my heels spiritually and caused me some deep heart searching, and often still does.  He said, “Art, my love for Christ is not dependent on the many things I am willing to do for Him, but rather on the one thing that I am not willing to do.”   I think a lot of us are like that fellow who bought the locket and wanted to just put a vague inscription in case he broke up with his girlfriend, he could use it again.  I think a lot of us are like the fellow who wrote a letter to his girlfriend, how beautiful and how wonderful she was. She was the woman of his dreams; he couldn’t live without her.  He said he would cross the widest ocean, fight the fiercest animals, and make his way through the densest jungle.  He would climb the highest mountain and go to the deepest valley for her.  And then he signed it, all my love, and put his name.  And then he put P.S.  I’ll be over to see you tonight if it doesn’t rain!  O, so many times we sing, “I love you Lord and I lift my voice to worship You, O my soul rejoice.”  We sing, “My Jesus, I love Thee, I know Thou art mine...” and if it rains, we don’t even go to church!  That’s what Jesus is talking about.  Peter had denied Him three times, so; three times He asked him, “Do you love Me more than these?”  The Church in Ephesus had left their first love.  I think today when God brings revival to the church in Canada, in North America and in other places; there is a renewed love for Him, for His Word.   You know the way I treat my Bible is the way I treat my Lord.  It is His very Word to me.  There will be a renewed sense of prayer, of wanting to be with the Lord, of talking with the Lord.  There will be a renewed sense of His love to us to reach out to others: Others in need in our very assembly or church body of believers: a love for those outside of Christ that surround us, who are on their way to a Christless eternity in hell.  That love will encompass us.  That love will break us.  That love will remake us.  That love will so flow through us that it will act like a magnet in drawing others to the Saviour whose love we are experiencing in a new way.  Yes, we need to return to that first love.

I came across a prayer - I don’t know who prayed it, but I pray it in closing, and I want you to pray it with me.  “Lord, take me, me with all my selfishness and all my pride and jealousy, all my willful disobedience, all my lack of love to Thee...me with all my faults and frailties...all my secret hidden sins.   And break me.... break my stiff and stubborn will Lord...break myself with all its pride, all its dearest dreams, ambitions...break my heart its idols smash, till in splintered, shattered fragments I lie helpless at thy feet.  And then make me...make me with Thy tender, skillful hands, Lord...make me like Thyself to be molded in Thy glorious image, sweet and loving, humble, kind, faithful, gentle, finding pleasure only in my Father’s will.”  Let’s pray for revival.  “Revive Thy work in the midst of the years.  Revive us that Thy people may rejoice in thee.  Revive me, (quicken me) for Your name’s sake.”  And if God does that, He will return us to our first love, and nothing will stop the work of God through His people in this land.  For love is the greatest of all. 

