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Let me first extend best wishes for God’s blessing on each listener during this New Year.  Today let me share with you from Psalm 33 under the topic:
REASONS FOR CHRISTIAN REJOICING
Gladness and joyful song and worship are particularly the domain of Christianity.  Psalm 33 gives some reasons for this, in the previous Psalm, Psalm 32 King David had experienced the deep forgiveness of God for his wickedness.  His repentance had been deep and yet simple, he did not climb hundreds of steps on his knees or beat himself with whips, forgiveness doesn’t come that way, but rather in Psalm 32 and 5 David said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord and though forgave us the iniquity of my sin.
Confession brought forgiveness, David admitted his sins and asked for forgiveness and God forgave him.  That forgiveness was real and deep for the heavy burden of his guilt was graciously and completely lifted.  We know this from the words that he wrote in Psalm 33 for they follow that experience.

Let me read some of these verses, Psalm 33 Rejoice in the Lord oh ye righteous for praise is comely for the upright.  Praise the Lord with harp sing unto Him with the psaltery an instrument of ten strings.  Sing unto Him a new song, play skillfully with a loud noise for the Word of the Lord is right and all His works are done in truth.  He loveth righteousness and judgment, the earth is full of His goodness of the Lord.  By the word of the Lord were the heavens made and all the host of them by the breath of His mouth, for He spake and it was done, He commanded and it stood fast.  The Counsel of the Lord standeth forever, the thoughts of His heart to all generations.  Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord.

What gracious words these are, David’s heart just seemed to burst forth with song when he experienced forgiveness.  He not only praised the Lord but he wanted others to do so as well.  Now we know a lot more about the cost of forgiveness then David did.  We know that God had to send His own Son Jesus to earth; we know that Jesus had to suffer the awful death of the Cross, to pay for man’s sin.

How much more than we as Christians should rejoice in the Lord since we now know that God’s grace cost His Son the Lord Jesus all that suffering and we are forgiven through His sacrifice.  But there are more reasons for Christians to rejoice other than God’s forgiveness, great as that is.  David named some of them in this Psalm and there valid for believers today.
Let us take a moment to look at it then.  We read in verse one David implores believers to rejoice, to sing to praise and then he says for in verse four, so here is the first reason:  For the Word of the Lord is right; David said we can praise God, we can rejoice, we can sing for joy because God has given us His word, The Bible.
King David had called the Old Testament Books of his day many of which were still to be written but the Pentetuch was written and perhaps one or two others, he called them the Word of the Lord, God’s Word, think of it.  The God of heaven has spoken to our world and the Bible is His Holy Word.  

King David had no hesitation calling the Bible the Word of the Lord and he urges people to rejoice to sing, to praise God for the scriptures.  The Bible itself claims to be the Word of God, hundreds and hundreds of times the Book records words such as and God said, or the Word of the Lord came or God said.  This Book then the Bible is not some collection of human writings only but rather God’s Word because the Holy Spirit of God moved men to record what He wanted.  Second Peter 1:21 says for the prophesy came not in old time by the will of man but Holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.  The Bible is God’s Word written by men but inspired by God’s Holy Spirit.  

The writer of the Book of Hebrews says the same thing, Hebrews 1:1 it says God who at sundry times in diverse manners spake unto the Fathers by the prophets have in these last days spoken unto us by His Son.  The writer declares then that the word spoken by Israel’s prophets was God’s Word, that’s the written word it tells of the coming of Jesus Christ who was God’s Son and He is called the Living Word.  So God has spoken to our world in the pages of Holy Scripture, the written word and through His Son, the Lord Jesus, and the living word.

The Apostle Peter believed and wrote being born again not of corruptible seed but incorruptible by the Word of God which liveth and abideth forever. First Peter 1, he not only declares the Bible to be God’s Word but He says in Second Peter 1 whereby or given unto us exceeding great and precious promises that by these he might be partakers of the Divine nature having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.

Peter than says the Bible is not only God’s Word but it is precious.  He says it is of the greatest value, it is to be prized above all other books, it is precious the Word of God.  


Recently I read an account of the Whitcliff Bible translator and organization dedicated to translating God’s Word into every language group of the world, I don’t know something over 8,000 perhaps different languages.  At any rate this particular account was one recently of a group of people in Southwest Asia translators had worked for years and finally had printed copies of the Bible in this particular language.  On the day the Bibles were to be given out people had come for miles around, there was singing, there was clapping, there was rejoicing, there was weeping as the people received God’s Word in their language for the first time ever.  How grateful they were and how moved they were, and how they prized this precious book which tells of a God of Love sending His own Son to redeem lost mankind.  

The people of that tribe were doing what David said, rejoicing, praising, singing, because God has given His Word.  
I venture to say that most of us today have a copy of that same Bible, but do we really prize it by reading it, do we get excited about it like the tribal people did and like David did, perhaps this year we all could determine to treat the Bible more as God’s Word and spend quality time reading, studying, memorizing and sharing this precious Word, what a blessing that could be.  For the Psalmist said thy Word I hid in my heart, that I might not sin against thee.  
It is through God’s Word that we could withstand temptation, and that we can learn more of God’s ways and more of our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.

God promises to bless us, to strengthen us, to teach us as we open the pages of Holy Scripture.
Then secondly David says for the Word of the Lord is right, so we are not only to rejoice that God has given us His Word, but also because that Word is right, it is the truth, David indicates this in some important areas.  First he says God’s revelation about himself, is right for He says the Word of the Lord is right, so David is saying God’s Word is right first about God, He exists, there is a God, there is a Lord and He is real.  Scripture says the fool has said in his heart there is no God, Psalm 53.  It’s foolish to think that everything we are and see and no in this world just happened.  No there is a God, in the beginning God created. (Genesis 1 and 1)
The scriptures declare there is a God and the scriptures are right.  But what is God like, verse 5 says He, so God is a person, He is alive, He is not just some mysterious force that moves in the world.  He loveth righteousness and judgment for justice and the earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.

So God is here using David to reveal truth about Himself, He loveth, God is a loving God, He is righteous, He is just, He is good.  God’s Word is right about the revelations of God Himself.  Then God’s Word is right about creation verse 6 says by the Word of the Lord where the heavens made and all the host of them by the breath of His mouth.  
David declares by inspiration of God that the heavens were made they just didn’t happen by some chance cosmic explosion.  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth, Genesis 1 says.  Much scientific debate surrounds the question of the origin of the universe and life with the evolutionary theory being prominent.  But there are many, many distinguished scientists that whole-heartedly believe the Bible account.  Dr. Howard Kelly former professor of John Hopkins University wrote an article some years ago now entitled “ I am a scientist and a believer, he said “ I have within the past 20 years of my life come out of uncertainty and doubt into a faith which is an absolute dominating conviction of the truth.  I now believe the Bible, to be the inspired Word of God.”  Dr. William Ramsey a young English archeologist many years ago went to Asia Minor to prove the History of the Book of Acts to be false, his life work convinced him of the total reliability of scripture and he became a believer in Jesus Christ and wrote many important books on Archeology. 

There are many scientists of our day who would declare with David the Word of the Lord is right.  The Bible also identifies a major problem with mankind. Romans 5 and 12 says, wherefore as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin, and so death passed upon all men for that all have sinned.

Although there is much beauty in God’s Word there are also major problems, hatred, war, disease, crime, something is amiss in a world that God created and pronounced good.  That problem was not of God’s making it was of man’s doing, Adam by disobedient sin and passed on a sinful nature to all mankind, for all have sinned and come short of the glory of God, Romans 3:23
This is why there is hatred and fraud and murder, man is a sinner and has history proves he is incapable changing his own nature.
As we look around the world with terrorism, suicide bombings, and increasing immorality it’s not difficult to believe the Word of the Lord is right concerning man’s depravity.

The Bible wonderfully revealed a loving God who provides a total and complete Salvation for mankind.  First Corinthians says Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures.  And Acts 16 believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.  Millions of people today can say the Word of the Lord is right concerning sin, my sin and concerning the Savior for I have found forgiveness and reconciliation through the Lord Jesus Christ.

Will you come and by faith invite Christ to come and forgive you and experience today that the Word of the Lord is right, you will then be able to rejoice and appraise God.  I trust you will.
