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CANADA’S NATIONAL BIBLE HOUR - GEORGE FRANCISCO – February 12, 2023
“A MAN’S JOURNEY TO BELIEF IN CHRIST”   John 4
I like true stories so I don’t spend too much time reading novels.  There are just too many stories in real life about courage in the face of hardship, of great endurance and a final triumph.  The Bible abounds with them and I find them much better than any fiction.  Today’s story is no exception.  It is about a man’s journey to belief in Christ and it is found in John’s Gospel, chapter 4:43-54.  Let me read it. “Now after two days HE departed thence into Galilee. For Jesus Himself testified, that a prophet hath no honor in his own country.  Then when He was come into Galilee, the Galilaeans received Him, having seen all the things that He did at Jerusalem at the feast: for they also went unto the feast.  So Jesus came again into Cana of Galilee, where He made the water wine.  And there was a certain nobleman, whose son was sick at Capernaum.  When he heard that Jesus was come out of Judaea into Galilee, he went unto Him, and besought Him that He would come down, and heal his son: for he was at the point of death.  Then said Jesus unto him, Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not believe.  The nobleman saith unto Him, Sir, come down ere my child die. Jesus saith unto him, Go thy way; thy son liveth.  And the man believed the word that Jesus had spoken unto him, and he went his way.  And as he was now going down, his servants met him, and told him, saying, Thy son liveth.  Then enquired he of them the hour when he began to amend.  And they said unto him, Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him.  So the father knew that it was at the same hour, in the which Jesus said unto him, Thy son liveth: and himself believed, and his whole house.  This is again the second miracle that Jesus did, when He was come out of Judaea into Galilee.”
What a great story this is.  We are privileged to look in and see how a man came to a belief in God that changed his whole life.  This is really what the story is all about, so let us look at it.  First let us look at the nobleman’s position.  The Scriptures do not name him but calls him a nobleman. The Greek word used indicates a lower member of royalty, so he was probably a ruler or an officer somehow connected to King Herod and the Royal Court.  He had a high position and respected position.  Then he had a position of wealth for verse 51 speaks of his servants and to possess several servants surely suggests a position of wealth.  He had a family, a young son who became ill, so he had a wife and perhaps other children.  Although we do not know his name, we do know he was living the good life, he had position, and wealth, a family, and things seem so very rosy.  

Then one day his little son became ill with a fever and we see the nobleman faced a crisis.  His little son became progressively worse and his noble position was no longer of any help, all his wealth could not stop the progress of the fever, the boy was at the point of death, the Scriptures say. And the nobleman had run out of options, he was at the end of his rope, we would say, undoubtedly he had tried every avenue of help available to him but all to no avail.  In the face of death the nobleman was confused and totally helpless. What a picture this is of so many in our day. There are many that have good jobs, the money is adequate for a good living, they have found a life partner and they have a family, life is so good to so many.  But in all of this there is no thought of God, there is no thought of eternity and worse there is no preparation to face either. Suddenly a life crisis comes: perhaps a tragic loss of a loved one or of a job, or an unexpected sickness and all that people have seems to be totally inadequate in the face of tragedy.  But as we read the Bible we find there is hope for verse 47 says that the nobleman “…heard that Jesus was come out of Judea into Galilee.”  

It is wonderful to see how God ordains circumstances that lead us toward Himself.  At the darkest moment in the life of this nobleman he hears about Jesus. This was probably not the first time he had heard about Jesus for he lived at a time when the expectations of the Promised Messiah were reaching a feverish high.  John the Baptist had just previously ignited the fire again with this hope by his preaching.  Matthew 3 says, “In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judea, and saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  Verse 5, “Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judea, and all the region around about Jordan, and were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.”  So we see that John’s ministry greatly impacted the people of his day, even Herod had been impressed for Mark 6:20 says “For Herod feared John, knowing that he was a just man and an holy, and observed him; and when he heard him…he heard him gladly.”  So John’s message of repentance and of a coming kingdom which would mean a coming king was known even in the highest circles.  Later when John was killed and Jesus began preaching, the crowds were moved in a greater way, for Jesus performed great miracles by the power of God.  
The context of our story about the nobleman suggests that the whole area had known first of Jesus cleansing the Temple of Jerusalem, of the money changers and the hypocrites and those who sold animals for profit.  Now such news as that would have traveled far and wide and quickly.  Also Jesus did many miracles at the same time, John 2:23 says and of course some time before Jesus had changed the water into wine at a wedding in Cana of Galilee.  What a miracle that was and the reason it says “… was to manifest or to make known His glory.” (John 2:11).  So the nobleman would certainly have been aware of the great events that he had heard about Jesus who claimed to have come from God and demonstrated this proof or demonstrated it by proof of healing the sick, the lame and giving sight to the blind.  And now this One who claimed to be the Son of God had come again the second time to Cana. The nobleman had not felt any need to seek Jesus before. He had been content with his life but now he was desperate.  His whole life had been turned upside down, his precious son was dying and he hears that Jesus the miracle worker had come to Cana. Cana was just a little over twenty miles from Capernaum. Can’t you imagine the wheels of thought that were turning in his mind, Jesus has come to Cana, would He come to Capernaum?  Would He do a miracle for my little son? The questions flew thick and fast. What would people think of him in the Royal Family, going to Christ, for many scoffed and rejected this Christ and His message?  

Then in verse 47 we see the nobleman’s resolve. When he heard that Jesus was come out of Judea into Galilee he went to Him.  What precious words out of fatherly concern for his little son. He cared not what others would say or think. You can picture him jumping into his two horse power or perhaps a four horse power chariot, that is all he would have and he would speed his way to see Jesus.  God had ordained the circumstances of this great encounter.  I am sure I speak to some today who like the nobleman may have heard about Jesus, perhaps from your father or mother or grandparent or friend, but you were too busy living your own life and going your own way and you would have ignored the One Who came from heaven to die on a cross for your sin and Who awaits you to come to Him and receive forgiveness.  Will you resolve to make your way to Christ who is near enough to hear you call? For Romans 10:13 says, “Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  God has worked out the circumstances of your life so that you would hear this broadcast along with perhaps other things, now you need to choose.  Will you resolve like the nobleman to come to Jesus and receive Him as your Savior, I trust you will?  

Then let us note to that the nobleman’s resolve carried him through some disappointments. When he did meet Jesus and instead of immediately going with him, Jesus tests him with the words in verse 48, “Except ye see signs and wonders you will not believe.”   This was not so much a rebuff as some people suggest but rather a test. Jesus is saying are you serious or just curious.  Jesus will have no response for those who are simply curious, who just want to see something new.  The nobleman was serious, “Sir come down ere my child die.”  Then he faces perhaps the most difficult thing in his life.  Jesus said “Go…” The nobleman had preconceived ideas of how his son would be healed. Jesus would perhaps come with him; they would quickly make their way to his house in Capernaum. Jesus would go with him in a stately manner into the home and perhaps lay His hands upon the boy and heal him.  You see he had his own ideas of what would happen and most of us have our own ideas of how we will get to heaven.  We are not that bad or we are as good as some people around us or we know some Christians or religious people who claim to be religious but they don’t do things that we do and we know that we are better than they are or we do so many wonderful works, surely that would make us be okay.  Jesus made the nobleman face the truth, he was about to learn that Jesus does not meet us on our terms, He is God the Son. We will receive forgiveness and blessing only on His terms, “Go” on your way, go alone I am not coming with you.  These words were perhaps a shock to the nobleman, but they were also words of promise, “thy son liveth.”  Would he believe? Would he have faith? For faith in God’s Word is an eternal requisite.  “The just shall live by faith…”     (Romans 1:17).

Then we have perhaps some of the most important words in the entire Bible. Verse 50 says, “And the man believed the word that Jesus had spoken unto him, and went his way.”  He didn’t know very much about Jesus and he surely must have pondered in his mind, is it going to work, or am I a fool to leave and go on my way thinking my son is healed? But he decided to believe the word spoken and to trust in faith.  Friends, the Bible is really the Word spoken by Christ for the Holy Spirit of God has inspired them, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable...”  (II Timothy 3:16).  Here is God’s Word for us. Will you read it, believe it and act upon it.  The nobleman did and he received so much, he was well rewarded.  The son was healed and more important the nobleman found that Christ was God and believed in Him for himself and then led all of his household to faith in Christ.  The nobleman received a great reward. He set out to find healing for his son and he received that, but he found so much more.  His own soul needed it. First he traveled a short twenty miles to meet the Son of God and as a result he was prepared now to travel all the way to Heaven,  and more significantly to bring his family with him.  Can you think of a more exciting story or ending?  I pray today that you will take that same journey, a journey to personal faith and belief, as the nobleman did, in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
