Are We Close to the End Time Events? (17)
By Dr. Fred H. Hartman

Today we bring our seventeenth message answering the question “Are We Close to the End Time Events?”  Recently we have looked at the development of a one-world religion and a one-world government.  Today we are going to study about the development of a one-world economy. 
Our text is found in Revelation 13:11-18.  “Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth, and he had two horns like a lamb and spoke like a dragon.  And he exercises all the authority of the first beast in his presence, and causes the earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed.  He performs great signs, so that he even makes fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men.  And he deceives those who dwell on the earth by those signs he was granted to do in the sight of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast who was wounded by the sword and lived.  He was granted power to give breath to the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak and cause as many as would not worship the image of the beast to be killed.  And he causes all both small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on their foreheads, and that no one may buy or sell except one who has the mark or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.  Here is wisdom.  Let him ho has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man: His number is 666.” 
Could you ever believe that there is coming a day when one man can tell you whether or not you or any person on earth would be able to buy or sell anything without his permission?  This is exactly what our text is saying will happen.  Now, we know that this will not be fully implemented until during the tribulation following the rapture of the church.  The whole world will be under the control of this satanically controlled man and his one-world economy.
The concept of a one-world economy has been around for quite some time.  In 1913 the Federal Reserve was created, which is neither federal nor reserve, and is owned by banks.  It was planned at a secret meeting in 1910 on Jekyll Island, Georgia by a group of bankers and politicians.  This transferred the power to create money from the government to a private group of bankers.  This violates Article I of the Constitution which states, “Congress shall have the power to coin money and regulate the value thereof.”  This authority was never given to banks.
The next step we can see in the development of a one-world economy of the end times was the development and implementation of the euro.  Many of the European countries gave up the sovereignty of their own monetary to join in using one economy for the entire area.
Another way that could help to develop a one-world economy is by causing fear.  Fear can cause people, nations and even the entire world to surrender their freedoms.  A great example of this would be the world pandemic of the COVID-19 virus.  People worldwide surrendered their rights to travel, to see family, to attend churches or other gatherings.  They submitted to wearing masks and other protective gear.  Why?  It was because of the fear of contracting the virus.  Fear can make people do a lot of things they would not do ordinarily, including their rights of freedom.  With the ability to perform signs and wonders, or miracles, it would be very easy to cause fear in the population of the world.
This man will also be able to deceive the inhabitants of the earth by all the satanic signs and wonders, or miracles he will perform.  Because of these powers our text tells us he will be able to deceive the whole world.  He will have them under his control. 
With this background information telling us about a future day when the world’s economy will be under the control of these satanic super leaders, is there any indication the world is being prepared for that today?  Well, let’s look at the evidence.
To have a one-world economy there would have to be a banking system to handle the operations.  Well, the United Nations has already established what is called The World Bank.  It is the leading lender of money to the nations around the world.  Then there is already in place an International Monetary Fund which  oversees the banking system of the whole world and also fixes the exchange rates.  Then there is also a Universal Electronic Banking System called SWIFT, which makes sure that all the different money transactions in the world match all the different currencies.  Finally, there is the World Trade Organization that sets the trading rules for the different countries, and punishes those countries who do not obey the rules with fines of billions of dollars.
All of those mentioned make it possible for people when they are overseas to use their credit cards for purchases.  The exchange rate is all calculated and the place from which you made your purchase receives payment.
When you consider all we have studied, the preparation for a one-world economy in the last days is already in place.  It could happen much more quickly than we might think.       
Let me take a few moments to give you some current views on a one-world currency by what leaders are saying.  German Chancellor Angela Merkel says: “It is time to rethink the world’s financial system and prevent any repetition of the current crisis.”  The leadership of China is calling for a new global currency controlled by the International Monetary Fund, stepping up pressure to global leaders, for changes to the financial system.  Russia is calling for a new international currency system and wants to overhaul the entire global financial order and even introduce a new supra-national currency to avoid future global financial crises.  The Institute of International Finance, a group that represents 420 of the world’s largest banks and financial houses, has issued yet another call for a one-world global currency.  Finally, the Single Global Currency Association is calling for the world to embrace a Single Global Currency to be managed by a Global Central Bank within a Global Monetary Union.  If the European Monetary Union can successfully provide stable currency to countries, why not a Global Monetary Union for all countries?  They are saying: “We shall achieve this goal through education and persuasion.”  
With the use of credit cards today, it is amazing how much information they know about you.  The other week I ordered some clothing from Wal Mart with a credit card, to be delivered by mail.  Within a few days the order came, but within 24 about six different companies were on my computer trying to sell me what I had just bought.  How did they know all about it?
Some years ago now, I left a gasoline credit card at the station where I had purchased a tank of gasoline.  I could not find it, so I reported it to the credit card company, and they issued me another one with the same numbers.  About a year later I started to get some large repair bills, which were not mine.  I called the credit card company, and those charges were erased.  A few month later they sent me a letter that whoever made the charge put the license plate number on the ticket.  They had apprehended the thief and he was in prison.  These two examples show how much information is already known about you today.  Imagine what will be known about you in the future, when there is a one-world economic system.
There is already a system in existence to stop you from buying, though it does not keep you from buying particular items.  If you try to purchase something with your credit card that exceeds your limit, it only takes a few seconds for the merchant to know that, and you are denied the right to get what you wanted.  That system could very easily become part of the plan to forbid you to buy or sell in the end time days.  My point is, that there is a lot going on now economically, that it would not take much or very long to put in place what our text said will happen in the end times.
Another aspect of the economic preparation for the end times is that we are rapidly heading towards a cashless society.  I can remember when most things were aid for in cash.  Then came the era of writing checks to pay your bills.  After that came the credit cards, then the debit cards.   Now so many companies don’t want you to do business by mail.  They claim it saves paper, and it probably does.  What really happens, is that they get their money immediately.  Do you realize that beginning in 2010, debit card spending overtook cash or check spending.  Now we have the smart card that has in it a tiny microchip in it that can store and receive information about most everything you do.  We should note that in Sweden, only three percent of all business is done with cash. In fact, pretty soon you may have to use this card to pay for everything.  The Internal Revenue Service would certainly like this.    
Next, there is another step that has been made that could pave the way for the mark of the beast in the tribulation period.  They have already developed computer chips so small that they are placed under the skin of an animal.  This way when your dog or cat goes missing or is stolen, the signal from that chip can be traced and the animal can be located and returned to its owner. 
Another very troubling move is being made by some government officials.  They would like to require everyone to have a miniature computer chip placed in the back of your hand or in your forearm.  On his chip would be all sorts of information about you.  It would have your birthdate, a photograph, all of your medical records, your banking information and much more.  You would use this whenever you went to a doctor or pharmacy.  It would also replace your credit cards, and with it you would make all your purchases.  Wow!  Everyone who has access to what was on that microchip could easily know where you were, have access to your medical records and every purchase you would make.  You could hide nothing from them.
Now, for a moment, let’s go back to our text in Revelation 13:16-17.   “And he caused all both small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on their foreheads, and that no one may buy or sell except one who has the mark or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.”  
For hundreds of years people have read this passage and wondered how it could ever come to pass.  I remember when they thought this mark would be like the tattoo placed on the Jewish victims of the Holocaust.  But now, the technology is available to do the very thing God said would happen 2,000 years ago.  I am sure the Apostle John did not fully understand what this meant when he penned the book of Revelation, but the Holy Spirit who guided him did. 
As I give this message, the technology is available for the first time since Revelation was written of what will take place after the rapture of the church.  With that in mind, the stage is set, the confused state of the world is ready to accept anyone who can promise world peace and quiet.  The only problem is that this one will be the Antichrist.
I am convinced that Jesus could come at any minute and take those who know Him personally to heaven.  You will either go to be with Him or be left behind to face the ravages of the tribulation.  My earnest desire is that you would see that you are a sinner before God, and that Jesus died on the cross to pay the price for your sin.  If you would ask Him to forgive you of your sins, and ask Him  to save you, He will.  If you have never done that, I trust you will make that decision right now, before it is eternally too late.
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