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For a good while we have been centering our attention on the question of whether or not we are close to the end time events.  In our last message, we dealt with the subject of the one world church in the end times.  Today, in our sixteenth message I would like to cover the subject of an end time one-world government.  Is it possible, and are we seeing the development of it today?  The Bible is very clear on this subject, that one day there will be a one-world government with one person leading it.  Our text is found in Revelation 13:1-7.
“Then I stood on the sand of the sea.  And I saw a beast rising up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and on his horns ten crowns, and on his heads a blasphemous name.  Now the beast which I saw was like a leopard, his feet were like the feet of a bear, and his mouth was like the mouth of a lion.  And the dragon gave him his power, his throne and great authority.  I saw one of his heads as it had been mortally wounded, and his deadly wound was healed.  And all the world marveled and followed the beast.  So they worshipped the dragon who gave authority to the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, ‘Who is like the beast?  Who is able to make war with him?’  And he was given a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies, and he was given authority to continue for forty-two months.  Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His name, His tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven.  And it was granted to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them.  And authority was given to him over every tribe, tongue, and nation.”    
Here we have a description of the end times where there comes a man into power who will rule over the entire earth.  All those whose names are not written in the Lamb’s Book of Life will be under his control.  He will rule over “every tribe tongue and nation.”  He will have ultimate power such as no man before him has ever had.  We should also note here that the “Dragon” or Satan will be the one who gives him his power and authority.  This man will be the Antichrist.
The first thing I would like to do today is to go back through two Scripture passages to see what happens when there is a large group of people that are under the control of one person and one system of government.
Our first illustration is found way back in the book of Genesis.  In Genesis chapter 10 it records the line of Noah.  He had three sons, Ham, Shem and Japheth.  When we follow the line of Ham we learn that he had sons, one of whose names was Cush.  One of the sons of Cush was a man named Nimrod.  He is the one we are interested in for our study today.
Beginning in Genesis 10:8, we read: “Cush begat Nimrod; he began to be a mighty one on the earth.  He was a mighty hunter before the LORD; therefore it is said, ‘Like Nimrod the mighty hunter before the LORD.’  And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar.  From that land he went to Assyria and built Nineveh, Rehoboth Ir, Calah, and Resen between Nineveh and Calah (that principal city.”)
Here we see the great-grandson of Noah become the leader over a huge area of the Middle East.  Now let us see what has happened in just four generations.  Noah and his family were the only ones spared at the time of the flood.  Now, his great-grandson became the ruler over a huge territory, but what happened in the very next chapter of Genesis?
In chapter 11 of Genesis, we find the result of that unified rule under one man.  Instead of believing the message from God, man developed the first case of humanism, where man is the dominate one, and God, though perhaps He was worshipped, but man would worship Him the way he pleased.  So, rather than trusting in the Lord, they built the tower of Babel, to worship the way they pleased.  God broke up this mighty power by bringing to them utter confusion, by making everyone speak in a different language.  This broke up this kingdom and scattered the people across the earth.  It proves to us that there is only One who can rule the world, and that is Jesus, who will one day rule over the entire earth for a thousand years.  God will destroy any effort to establish a one-world government.
Our second illustration is found in the book of Daniel.  Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon was one of the greatest kings of the ancient world.  It is said of him that he ruled all the way from Egypt to India.  He ruled with an iron fist, or dictatorially.  He was so powerful, as he ruled over much of the known world at that time.  Everyone had to pay him respect.  In fact, in Daniel chapter three, he commanded that all people had to bow down and worship him.
In Daniel three, beginning with verse one, we read: “Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was sixty cubits (90 feet) and its width was six cubits.  He set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon.  And king Nebuchadnezzar sent word to the satraps, the administrators, the treasurers. the judges, the magistrates and all the of the provinces, to come to the dedication of the image which King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.  So the satraps, the administrators, the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the judges, the magistrates and all the officials of the province gathered together for the dedication of the image King Nebuchadnezzar had set up, and they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up.  Then a herald cried aloud: ‘To you it is commanded, O peoples, nations and languages, that at the time you hear the sound of the horn, the flute, harp, lyre, and psaltry in symphony, with sounds of music, you shall fall down and worship the gold image that King Nebuchadnezar has set up; and whoever does not fall down and worship shall be cast immediately into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.” 
When the sound of the music came, Daniel’s three friends Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego would not worship the image of Nebuchadnezzar.  They were cast into the fiery furnace that was heated seven times hotter than normal.  Instead of burning, they were not touched by the fire, and there was seen a fourth man in the furnace, “and the form of the fourth is like ‘the Son of God.’”
The result was that Nebuchadnezzar made a decree that no one could speak a word against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.  However, Nebuchadnezzar would have to pay a price for what he did.  God brought him down so far that for seven years he lost his kingdom and his sanity, so that he lived in the open and ate grass for his food just like an animal.  
In both of the illustrations we have given you, men built a huge kingdom and lifted themselves up above all others, and in the case of Nebuchadnezzar, declared that men had to worship him.  Is this not exactly what our text from Revelation declared would happen in the end times when the Antichrist comes to worldwide power?  He will eventually declare that all the people of the world must worship him, and they will.
The question for today is, are we seeing any evidence for a globalist system that could possibly lead to a one-world government?  If so, that could make the world ready for a one world government that would allow one powerful charismatic, smooth tongued orator to gain the power, deceive people, and turn out to be the Antichrist.  Let’s see if there is any evidence to show we could be very close to this end-time event taking place.
I well remember as a young lad, the day the United Nations was born.  It was April 24, 1945.  That has always stuck in my mind, for April 24 is my birthday.  Every nation that joined had to give up some of its sovereignty as well as money so this body could operate.  It took the place of the League of Nations that was formed after World War I.  Soon after the UN was formed, one world leader after another began to speak out for a New World Order.  Globalism became the cry, while nationalism and patriotism was put on the back burner.  We could give you quote after quote by world leaders who are pushing hard for a one-world government, but I am convinced it is better to give you the warning that God gave in II Thessalonians 2:1-12 about what would come to pass.
“Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together unto Him, we ask you, not to soon be shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ had come.  Let no one deceive you by any means; for that day will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition. Who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshipped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that h e is God.  Do you not remember when I was still with you I told you these things?  And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time.  For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way.  And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming.  The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs and lying wonders, and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved.  And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.”  		Here is a very stern warning from the Apostle Paul about what would be taking place in the end times.  The entire world will be under the control of this satanic leader we know as the Antichrist.  Beloved, we are being dragged very swiftly into government control of our lives.  Look how quickly governments told us what to wear, where to go, and placed all kinds of restrictions on people because of the COVID-19 virus.  Now we are told by the government that we must put an end to the use of fossil fuels.  The next thing they want is to completely control our health care.                                                                 
Under the guise of climate control, the government will soon tell us what we can eat, what we can grow so the planet will survive more than another 10 to 15 years.  
Two of the methods being used to control people and lead to a one world government are by building a case based on lies and fear.  Just look at the fear that people faced during this pandemic.  They were afraid to visit family or go to church or school.  The economy of the world came to a halt.  We were told so many lies, it was hard to know who or what to believe.
Now just imagine what would happen if a leader would arise with a silver tongue, who would promise peace, prosperity and the end to fear.  The world would blindly follow him into a one man, one world governmental system he would set up.  This is exactly what will happen  when the Antichrist arrives on the scene.  My friend, the stage is set for this to come to pass very quickly.
Remember Paul’s warning to the church at Thessalonica.   We need to stand very strongly for the Lord in these days as Satan seeks to destroy anything or anyone who will take a stand for the Lord.                                       
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