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Are We Close to the End Times Events? (15) By Dr. Fred H. Hartman

As we continue our study of whether or not we are close to the end-time events, we will be looking at the subject of a one-world religion.  In our last message, we saw that there is a great amount of apostasy both within and outside of our churches today.  That is a natural lead to the subject of the possibility of a one-world church system.
The book of Revelation makes it very clear that following the rapture of the church there will be an individual who will rise to great power who will cause all the world to worship him.  That person is known as the Antichrist.  A look at Revelation 13:3-9 will make that very clear.
“I saw one of the heads as if it had been mortally wounded, and his deadly wound was healed.   And all the world marveled and followed the beast.  So they worshipped the dragon who gave authority to the beast; and they worshipped the beast, saying, ‘Who is like the beast?  Who is able to make war with him?’  And he was given a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies, and he was given authority to continue for forty-two months.  Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His name, His tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven.  And it was granted unto him to make war with the saints and to overcome them.  And authority was given him over every tribe, tongue, and nation.  And all who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.  If anyone has an ear, let him hear.” 
The Bible is very simple and clear here.  There is coming a day when all the world will worship the Antichrist.  The whole world will be unified into a one-world religion.  Is there any evidence that we are rapidly heading toward that end-time event?  There certainly is, and we will try to present that evidence to you in the next few minutes.
What better way could there be for the coming Antichrist than to have a plan in place for a one-world religion?  Years ago, while in seminary, I learned about the Auburn Affirmation of 1925.  This was a group of Presbyterian pastors who signed a statement that they believed in five cardinal doctrines of Scripture: the Deity of Christ, the virgin birth, the blood atonement, the bodily resurrection of Christ, and the return of Christ.  A great majority of the clergy could, or would not sign this statement.  Many who did soon broke their denominational ties and formed independent churches.
Soon after this, an interfaith movement began to develop.  Along with that, came the National and World Council of Churches.  In this series of messages, we have already spoken about the issue of worldwide apostasy.  However, with the development of these groups, a new idea developed.  It was, that all religions are valid pathways to God.  In other words, all roads lead to heaven.  Doctrine is no longer important; just believe.  This movement strongly opposes true biblical Christianity.  We must always remember John 14:6, where Jesus said; “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through Me.”
According to many of those in this interfaith movement, this statement made by Jesus proves that Jesus was intolerant and bigoted.  You have to deny what Jesus said, and in essence, call Him a liar, as He is not the only way to heaven.  You might think that no one would fall for this, but so many in the world have already done so. 
What does the Bible tell us to do when we are confronted with this interfaith religious system that has departed from the truths of God’s Word?  Paul gives us the answer in II Corinthians 6:14-18.  “Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers.  For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness?  And what communion has light with darkness?  And what accord has Christ with Belial?  Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever?  And what agreement has the temple of God with idols?  For you are the temple of the living God.  As God has said: ‘I will dwell in them and walk among them, I will be their God, and they shall be My people.’  Come out from among them and be separate says the Lord.  Do not touch that which is unclean, and I will receive you.  I will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.”
The Apostle Paul makes it very clear that a true believer is not to be yoked or bound together with unbelievers.  It is like mixing fire and ice.  There is nothing in common between true believers and unbelievers.  The movement towards a one-world religion would just lead to exactly what the Apostle warned us not to do.
One of the major approaches used by those who are trying to build a one-world church is that we should all love one another.  They claim that this will bring world peace.  I am fully aware that in John 13:34 Jesus said, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.”   Yes, we are to love the unbelievers enough to pray for them, witness to them, and try to show them that Jesus is the only way to heaven, but we are to not believe their lies.  Can we accept that some of them would teach that we all become gods, or that we will go to a mythical place called purgatory?  Can we accept the views that some in this movement hold, that there is no place called heaven or hell, or that we must keep the ten commandments, or that Satan does not exist?  No, we are to come out and be separate from them.
The Apostle John has something to say about this false end-time, one world religious syst4m in Revelation 18:4-8, and verse 23.  “And I heard another voice from heaven saying, ‘Come out of her, my people, lest you share in her sins, and lest you receive of her plagues, for her sins have reached to heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities.  Render to her just as she rendered to you, and repay her double according to her works; in the cup which she has mixed, mix for her double.  In the measure that she glorified herself and lived luxuriously (or sensuously), in the same measure give her torment and sorrow; for she says in her heart, I sit as queen, and am no widow, and will not see sorrow.  Therefore, her plagues will come in one day – death and mourning, and famine.  And she will be utterly burned with fire, for strong is the Lord God who judges her.’  … And the light of a lamp shall not shine in you anymore.  And the voice of the bridegroom and bride shall not be heard in you anymore.  For your merchants were the great men of the earth, for by your sorcery all the nations were deceived.”
  A comment was made on this passage by Pastor Billy Crone in his book The Final Countdown.  “Can I tell you what one of those spells is?  Just love!  Link hands and join together with anyone and every one no matter what they believe, including that Jesus is not the only way to heaven, and form a One World Religion so that peace can come to the planet.  It’s all happening right now, right before our very eyes, and that‘s exactly what the Bible said would happen when you are living in the Last Days.”
Next, I would like to give you some things that are happening concerning the development of a one-world religion right now.  I would like to give you three examples of what is going on behind the scenes.  “King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia has been planning for years to find a way to unite the world’s major religions in an effort to help foster peace, and believes a new international organization will help make that dream a reality.”
“Chief Rabbi Yona Metzger, one of the two Chief Rabbis of Israel said, ‘We need a United Relations of Religions, which would contain representatives of the World’s Religions as opposed to nations.  Uniting the world’s faithful is key to world peace.  We must promote respect for the differences between various religions.  A church, a mosque or a synagogue, or a holy temple must be embassies of God and we have to spread this idea to our believers.’  He has suggested that the Dalai Lama could lead this assembly.”
“Muslim Leader Adnan Oktar recently met with three representatives from the re-established Jewish Sanhedrin, to discuss how religious Muslims, Jews, and Christians can work together on rebuilding the Temple.  An official statement about the meeting has been published on Sanhedrin’s website. ‘We are all the sons of one father, the descendants of Adam, and all humanity is but a single family.  Peace among nations will be achieved through building the House of G-d, where a people will serve.’  Oktar added that the Temple, ‘will be rebuilt and all believers will worship there in tranquility.’  And ‘The Temple could be rebuilt in one year.’” 
I don’t know about you but when you see these statements among many others, it surely looks like they are plotting the way to build the One World Church that will be here on earth right after the rapture of the church.
Now I would like to examine some of the methods that are in operation that could lead to this end-time church.  To begin with, we are seeing a rise in the watering down of the truths of God’s Word.  We find this very clearly in the rise of the Ecumenical Movement.   On the surface, it sounds good to have all “Christians” joining together.  However, what they do not tell you is that behind the scenes there is the position that all religions are right, and the door is open for any and all to come in.
Many other methods are being used today to pull people into this ecumenical movement.  They will claim that we must show love to those who hold different views.  They also claim we must be tolerant of other religions.  Another lie is that we who love the Lord will have to rethink what we believe.  I could go on and on with these methods, but time will not allow me to.
There is another area that needs to be considered as we see the final countdown to end-time events.  There is a growing movement against Evangelical Christians.  We find that there is a worldwide assault on Christians.  We find that we are now being called troublemakers.  In fact, more and more of the news media, as well as some government leaders are claiming that Evangelical Christians should be considered terrorists, the same as radical Islam.  Views like these could soon lead to the open persecution of those who love the Lord.
Let me give you a couple of illustrations of persecution in the United States that have happened recently.  A chaplain was fired recently for using the name Jesus.  The sharing of the gospel is now being equated as a form of “mental manipulation.”  A professor in Florida recently made his students stomp on a piece of paper with the name Jesus written on it.  As one person stated, “It is illegal in US public schools to read the Bible, but many states require that a Bible is provided for every convict that is in jail.  So if the children can’t read the Bible in school, they’ll be able to read it when they go to prison.” 
As you can see, Satan is doing his best to tear down the Evangelical churches so that he can implement the One World Church of the end times.  Things are moving much more quickly than we might realize.  We should rejoice in what we have in Christ, take our stand for Him in these last days, and lovingly present our Savior to a lost and dying world before it is too late for them.  Their alternative is to spend an eternity in hell.
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