Are We Close to the End Time Events? (14)
By Dr. Fred H. Hartman

For some time, we have been speaking to you on the subject of whether or not we are close to the end time events as recorded in the Bible. Continuing this theme, I would like us to consider the rise of apostasy in today’s world. 
The first thing we should do is to define two words: apostasy and apostate. Webster defines apostasy as “an abandoning of what one has believed in, as a faith, cause, etc.”  An apostate is “a person guilty of apostasy.”
From these definitions, we need to determine if such a thing will occur just prior to the end time events. To do this we must look at what the Scripture says. In I Timothy 4:1-6, let’s h90ujsee what the Apostle Paul has to say. “Now the Spirit expressly says that in the latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience sealed with a hot iron, forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from foods which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. For every creature of God is good, and nothing is to be refused if it is received with thanksgiving: for it is sanctified by the sword of God and prayer. If you instruct the brethren in these things, you will be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished in the words of faith and of the good doctrine which you have carefully followed.”
Paul was very clear in stating that in the last days people would depart from the faith. Some who would claim to be Christians would turn away from the truth to follow other false teachings and teachers. Now, I would be the first one to admit this has happened throughout church history. However, it is only getting worse in recent years. Let me give you some statistics from people who claim to be Christians in America.
1. 80% of Christians believe “the Bible teaches that God helps those who help themselves.”
2. 53% say the Holy Spirit does not exist.
3. 12% do not know what will happen to them after they die.
4. 25% agreed that it doesn’t matter what faith you follow because all faith groups lead to the same place.
5. 30% say that Jesus Christ died but never had a physical resurrection.
6. 29% contend, that “when he lived on earth, Jesus Christ was human and committed sins, just like other people.”
7. 29% assert, “there are some crimes, sins or other things which people do which cannot be forgiven by God.”
8. 65% say that Satan, “is not a living being but is a symbol of evil.”
9. 22% agreed that all people will experience the same outcomes after death, regardless of their religious beliefs.
10.  31% say that good people can earn his/her way into heaven.
Now I will admit that these statistics were taken from a broad spectrum of those who called themselves Christians. However, it shows us that there is a great departure from the truths of the Word of God. So many have turned away from the clear statements in the Bible. On the other hand, today’s society is rapidly turning from absolutes, to what they think about something. Today, many people might go to church, have been baptized, and even be a member, but have apostatized because they have turned away from the truth, which is an absolute that has not, nor will it ever change.
[bookmark: _Int_9KgfGTgp]In John 6:63-63 and 70 to 71, Jesus spoke to the issue of some being among the disciples, who outwardly appeared to be true followers of Him, but were not. “It is the Spirit who gives life, the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life. But there are some of you who do not believe. For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were who did not believe, and who would betray Him… Jesus answered them, ‘Did I not choose you, the twelve, and one of you is a devil?’  He spoke of Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon, for it was he who would betray Him, being one of the twelve.”
From this brief passage of Scripture, we can clearly see that Jesus had one among the twelve who heard the truth, saw the miracles of Jesus, and heard Him proclaim He was the Son of God, but turned away from the truth. He even went so far as to betray our Lord. Now, if Jesus had an apostate in that small group of disciples, we would expect there would be some among us like that today. Paul warned Timothy that this number would greatly increase as we approach the end times.
[bookmark: _Int_yDK4VW0W]It is sad to say, but there are many churches and individuals who attend, who have turned away from the truths of the Word of God. I read of one pastor who believes that 50% of all who attend church do not know the Lord. The late Dr. D. James Kennedy, a well-known pastor in Florida, in his biography, claimed that 80% of church attenders in America do not know the Lord. I was raised in a church that had rejected the Word of God as authoritative. Because of that, I never even heard the true gospel message until I was 15 years old. Soon after I received Christ as my Savior at 17, I left that church for one that preached the gospel and stood firmly on the Bible as the inerrant Word of God.
[bookmark: _Int_ALKj9Xwo][bookmark: _Int_qzb6Vvb2][bookmark: _Int_F9VeQtIQ]Let me just give you one example of a denominational pastor of a large church in America. He says he sees himself as a “progressive-minded” pastor who wants to see hi kind of non-doctrinal Christianity “given validity in some way.”  He acknowledges he is more of a pantheist than a theist and thinks that many of the more educated members of his church hold the same liberal beliefs as his own. And those beliefs (or unbeliefs) are stated clearly: “I reject the virgin birth. I reject substitutionary atonement. I reject the divinity of Jesus. I reject heaven and hell I the traditional sense, and I am not alone.”  Amazingly, this pastor is candid about the fact that he remains in the ministry largely for financial reasons. It is how he provides for his family. If he openly espoused his beliefs, “I may be burning bridges in terms of my ability to earn a living this way.”
While there are many faithful pastors, there are quite a few who take the same or a similar position like the one we have mentioned. It is also clear that there are many parishioners who have done the same thing. Apostasy is growing by leaps and bounds as the last days are approaching. 
Titus 1:15-16 takes us another step forward regarding apostasy and the ones who are apostate. “To the pure all things are pure, but to those who are defiled and unbelieving nothing is pure, but even their mind and consciences are defiled. They profess to know God, but in works they deny Him, being abominable, disobedient, and disqualified for every good work.”
There are many who claim to be Christians who worship the Lord with their lips, but not their lives. You see very little or even no difference in their lives and the lives of those who not make any claims of being a believer. They go to the same places, do the same things, and even have the same habits as the unbeliever. In other words, their lives do not back up what they say. Jesus had something to say about that in Matthew 7:21-23. “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’  And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’” 
There are a lot of people in churches today who make claims to be a Christian, but their lives do not prove it. I found an illustration some time ago about a new pastor who came to a church in a small town and spent his first days calling on all the church members, begging them to come back to church for his first services. Result: no one came.  So, he decided to put an ad in the local newspaper, stating that the church was dead, and it was his duty to give it a funeral service the following Sunday.
This aroused the curiosity of the whole town, and everyone showed up. When they arrived, the saw a casket covered with flowers at the front of the church. After the minister read the obituary and delivered the eulogy, he invited the congregation to come forward and pay their respects to the dearly departed.
Without a moment of hesitation, a long line was formed because each person couldn’t wait to see what in the world was in the coffin.  As soon as each person peeped into the coffin, a strange thing happened. Each one broke out in tears and walked away with a guilty look on their face. The minister had placed a large mirror inside the coffin, and when they looked in, they saw an image of themselves.  I use this illustration because it would be great to place a mirror inside of every church for us to see if we are totally giving ourselves to the Lord, using our time, treasures, and talent to honor Him in every area of our lives. 
Or are we playing church, having only a head knowledge of Christ, and not a real daily relationship with Him? Maybe you are just playing church! If that is you, maybe one day Jesus will say to you, “Depart from Me, for I never knew you!”
I could continue and give you many more details about so-called Christian groups that are only leading people astray. There are the feel-good churches that seek to lift you up. There are the emotional churches that are designed to lift you up emotionally. Then there are the healthy, wealthy, and wise churches. These often promise that if you give so much you will have a lot of money. In some cases, the only one who gets wealthy is the pastor and maybe his staff. I just read of a famous televangelist who spent over $2,000.00 for one night in a hotel, and his food bill for one meal came to over $1,700.00. 
There are also some who will send you a healing cloth if you send them money. Listen to what one well-known televangelist claimed. “Sickness does not belong to you. It has no part in the Body of Christ. Sickness does not belong to any of us. The Bible declares, if the Word of God is in our life, there will be health, there will be healing – divine health and divine healing. There will be no sickness for the saint of God. That means not even a headache, sinus problem. Not even a toothache – nothing!  No sickness should come your way.”  I suppose then that anyone who has ever gotten sick and died is not a believer. That would mean everyone who has ever lived and died.
Then there is the emerging church movement, the seeker-friendly movement. Here is even a drive through church, where you drive up, get a five-minute message, and you are on your way. It breaks my heart to say this, but there is even a “Porn” Church in Tennessee.
My friend, God knew exactly what would take place just prior to the end time events. We are seeing apostasy just like the Bible promises. It is gaining ground so rapidly it is hard to keep up with it.
Please examine your heart to make sure you are not a part of this movement. You may have to do what I did many years ago – leave a church that no longer takes a strong stand on the gospel and the Word of God.  Then, we must take our stand for what is right, no matter what the cost. There are a lot of people who stay with and in apostate ministries just because of family of friends. May I remind you that one day we will have to stand before the Lord and give an account of what we have done with our lives. I only want to hear two words, “Well done!”  What will Jesus say to you?
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