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CANADA(S NATIONAL BIBLE HOUR - Arthur H. Larson – October 26, 2014
REVIVAL #1 - Matthew 16:15
An outstanding Christian visiting England was shown the room where John Wesley and the members of the Holy Club held their meetings over 100 years ago.  As he entered the room he recalled that these student prayer meetings had been the force God used to ignite a revival, the impact of which was felt around the world.  A deep sense of longing engulfed him and he fell on his knees crying out in prayer - Oh God, revive us again.    That is my prayer too. We need revival today in Canada, in the United States, in North America and around the world.  Some places are having revival. Now, what do you mean by revival?  Well, revival is a time when Christians are restored to their first love; when sham and hypocrisy are exposed; when bitterness and strife which exists in the body of Christ are revealed and when such changes are affected in the lives of Christians so that sinners are brought to Christ in great numbers.  Revival is walking in the light with Jesus and letting Him live His life in us.  The word (revive( applies to that which has life.  To revive is to come back to health and vigor, to flourish again after decline, to come back into use, to become valid, effective, to become operative again.  Revival is admitting our sins, calling out to the Lord Jesus Christ for forgiveness according to I John 1:9 and being cleansed by His blood, then allowing Him to control every area of our lives as Lord and Master.  Revival is when God draws near and manifests His holy presence.  Revival is the extra-ordinary work of God producing extra-ordinary results.  

Someone has well said that preeminently all true revival is about God bringing glory back to His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit through His Church.  Yes, Biblical revival is supremely the Lord Jesus Christ-centered.  It is Christ-dominated.  Some have even called it a Christ awakening.  We can only think rightly about revival when we think rightly about the Lord Jesus Christ(s place in revival.  So in this first message before us, I want to define the characteristics of revival and help us to comprehend more fully the Christ who is at the center of corporate revival from heaven. I like this statement, (Revival is God not making new things, rather it is God making things new.(  He does this by introducing us to the Lord Jesus Christ who stands at the epicenter of His renewing purpose among the nations.  In revival, God invites the Church into more of Who Christ is for us, even as we invite Christ into more of whom we are for Him.  And everything that revival brings has been bought and paid for by the blood of Jesus Christ shed at the cross of Calvary, when (He who knew no sin was made sin for us.(  Charles Finney, the great revivalist said, (Revival is a return to the first love by Christians, resulting in the conviction and conversion of sinners to God.(  And then in a nutshell, Charles Finney said, (Revival is simply a new beginning of obedience to God.(   
Since revival is centered in the Lord Jesus Christ and His Word to us, I want to examine with you today and in the coming opportunities I have to speak on this radio broadcast, some of the words in the form of questions that Jesus asked that cause us to search out our hearts.  I am reminded of what Jesus said, (... he that rejects Me and receives not My words has one that judgeth him, the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.( As we read through the Gospels – Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, we pause to meditate on the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and as do, we find a number of questions.  These questions cause us to search out our hearts and as we search out our hearts, we know then whether we are really candidates for revival.  And of course, all of us are.  There are three revival prayers that one can pray.  The first one is Habakkuk 3:2.  Habakkuk lived in a time when he did not understand the ways of God because of the tremendous flood of sin and evil that was sweeping the land.  And he was perplexed.  He cried out, (O LORD, I have heard Thy speech and was afraid:  O LORD, revive Thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make it known; in wrath remember mercy.(  Then there is another prayer in Psalm 85:6, 7.  (Wilt Thou not revive us again: that Thy people may rejoice in Thee.  Show us Thy mercy, O LORD, and grant us Thy salvation.(  And then the third prayer is in Psalm 143:11, 12 it becomes very personal, (Revive me, O LORD for Thy name(s sake: for Thy righteousness( sake bring my soul out of trouble.  And of Thy mercy cut off my enemies, and destroy all them that afflict my soul:  for I am Thy servant.(    In all three of these prayers, Habakkuk 3, Psalm 85:6, 7 and Psalm 143:11, 12, revival is pleaded for and asked on the basis of God(s mercy.  Habakkuk said, the Psalmist said; (show us your mercy, Lord.(  The Psalmist again said, (...in your mercy cut off my enemies.(   We can pray that God would revive His work in the midst of the years. We certainly can pray that God would revive us His people, His redeemed people again.  But O, when it becomes personal and we say, revive me, O Lord,  then we are getting down to business with God.  And we are going to have a new beginning of obedience to Him.  

When I think of the questions that Jesus asked, it causes my heart to respond and to understand just where I am spiritually.  I want you to think of those questions today, and the first one is found in Matthew 16:13, (When  Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples,  saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of Man am?  And they said, Some say that Thou art John the Baptist:  some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.  He saith unto them, (and here is question #1, Matthew 16:15) But whom say ye that I am?  (or who am I to you?)  And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.  And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but My Father which is in heaven.(    When you think of this question, (But who say ye that I am?(  It is a question concerning our confession of Jesus Christ as our Saviour and Lord.  It would seem today that there are so many who profess to know the Lord Jesus Christ, who even know the terminology (born-again), but who evidence in their life,  little or no evidence that they have come into a living, vital relationship with Him.  It was interesting back in the day in which Jesus asked this question what others were saying about him.  They were complimentary. They were saying, He is John the Baptist.  That was a great compliment.  There was no preacher greater than John the Baptist, according to what Jesus said, but he was only a man. Others said, He is Elijah, and there was no greater prophet than Elijah, in the sense of calling down fire from heaven at the time when the prophets of Baal were running rampant in the land. When apostasy had swept through Israel and Elijah jus stood alone and called down the fire of God from heaven and the people fell on their faces and cried, (The Lord, He is God, the Lord, He is God.(  But remember, as complimentary as that statement is about Jesus, Elijah was only a man.  In fact, James tells us he was a man subject to like passions as we are and yet he prayed.  Then others said back in those days when Jesus walked her on earth, this Jesus must be Jeremiah. Jeremiah was the weeping prophet, a man of great compassion.  They had seen the compassion of Christ, but Jeremiah was only a man. And then they added “maybe He is one of the prophets.”  Then Jesus turned to them and said, (But who say ye that I am?(  Who am I to you?  He is asking you that question today.  And Peter said, (Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God,(  Peter was understanding and recognizing that Jesus was the only Promised One.  He was the only Perfect One.  He was the only Pleasing One, The only Preeminent One.  He was the only Possible One.  Jesus had told them that He was the door, by Him people could enter in to heaven.  He had told them that He was the way, the truth and the life, and no one could come to the Father, but by Him. Peter and the others had watched the things that Jesus did: miraculous miracles.  They had heard the words that Jesus said, but no one ever spoke as He did.  He spoke with one having authority.  They had watched His life and they knew He was the long-promised Messiah, The Christ, the Son of the Living God.  
But what Jesus said back to Peter is something today that I want to emphasize. You see, (Man looks on the outward appearance and God looks on the heart.(  You may be getting ready to go to church today.  You may be on your way to church.  You may not even be thinking about church, but if someone were to ask you, Are you are Christian? You would quickly reply,   O yes, I(m a Christian and you would know the terminology.  You might know John 3:16 and the 23rd Psalm, but when Jesus looks at us, He looks at the heart, not just what we say.  Not just at our mind to repeat things that we may have learned from the time we were in Sunday school or being brought up in a Christian home or at least learning terminology from maybe some preacher we have heard on radio or television.  Jesus answered and said to Peter, (Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but My Father who is in heaven.(  Revealed what?  Revealed the statement, (Thou are the Christ, the Son of the living God.(  This confession that Peter made, Jesus said, (Flesh and blood has not revealed it to you.(  You don(t have a secondhand faith, Peter.  You are not repeating something some other human being told you to say.  Flesh and blood did not reveal it to you.  You are not just saying words that you know you ought to say to Me.  You are not just repeating something you learned from other people. You are saying something from your heart that My Father has revealed to you.  You have come into a living, vital relationship, believing in Me, and trusting Me alone as the Christ, the Son of the Living God, the Saviour of the world.  And in making that confession to the Lord Jesus that day, Peter was revealing that he truly was a child of God.  You remember that Jesus taught, (Except a man be born again, he cannot see... (he cannot enter) the kingdom of God.(  Peter was expressing his spiritual encounter of a sincere, honest and live-transforming belief in Jesus Christ.  The Bible says that (...with the heart man believes unto righteousness and it is with the mouth that he makes confession of Christ as Saviour.(   I remember hearing a well-known athlete say that he heard an evangelist come to his church, and the evangelist made a statement.  It was this - if you are only 99% sure that you are saved, then, you are 100% lost.  And this young man, at the time working with the young people in his church, realized that his relationship with the Lord was only a head knowledge, and not a heart conviction.  That morning he went forward truly believed with all his heart and was saved in those meetings.  

I wonder my friend, this morning, if you are aware what Jesus said, (Not everyone that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of My Father which is in heaven.  Many will say to me in that day, (the judgment day), Lord, Lord,   (that(s His name), have we not prophesied in Thy name? and in Thy Name have cast out devils? and in Thy Name done many wonderful works? And Jesus said, (then I will profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from Me, ye that work in iniquity.(   Warren Wiersbe says a counterfeit Christian (and they are common) is something like a counterfeit $20 bill.  Suppose you had a $20 counterfeit bill and actually think it is genuine.  You use it to pay for some gasoline. You don’t get much these days for $20, but the gas station manager uses that bill to buy groceries. You don’t get many for that price either. Then the grocer bundles up the $20 bill with 49 other ones and takes it to the bank. The teller says as he counts them, I am sorry, but this one bill is a counterfeit.  Now that $20 bill may have done a lot of good while it was in circulation, but when it arrived at the bank, it was exposed for what it really was and put out of circulation.  So with the counterfeit Christian, they may do many good things in this life, but when they face the final judgment, they will be rejected by the Lord, Jesus will say, (I never knew you.( 

     I trust today that you will know without a doubt in your heart that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God and that you will place your faith and trust in Him alone for your salvation.  Call on Him today, “For whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” You can have that assurance today.
