Are We Close to the End Time Events? (13)
By Dr. Fred H. Hartman

We have covered a lot of territory about the relationship between what we are seeing take place in our world today, as it relates to end time events.  Today I would like to center our message on the rise of wickedness in the world.
Though we have used these verses in a prior message, I would like to begin with II Timothy 3:1-5. “But know this, that in the last days  perilous times will come: for men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness, but denying its power.  And from such people turn away.”
Paul is certainly describing things that are taking place before us every day.  Things have changed so much in the last thirty years.  I am certain that you are aware of it just as much as I am.  Don’t you sense that morals and lifestyles have been in a downward trend that is racing on a downward slope like a heavy truck that has lost its brakes?
Let me illustrate by giving you some statistics about public school disciplinary problems.  In 1940, these were the disciplinary problems: talking, chewing gum, making noise, running in the hallways, getting out of place in a line, wearing improper clothing and not putting paper in a wastebasket.  By 1980, these were the major disciplinary problems: drug abuse, alcohol abuse, pregnancy, suicide, rape, robbery and assault.  What an amazing difference!  However, it only shows how wickedness has increased so rapidly.  1980 was over forty years ago.  Have things improved since then?  No, they have only gotten worse.  We must remember that Paul promised this would happen.  
Wickedness has become so common that we are no longer shocked by it.  Listen to any local newscast each evening, and the first half of it is taken up by criminal activities in your area.  Even in our evangelical churches the divorce rate is higher than outside the church.  I will admit, however, that there are probably not as many divorces outside the church because so many young people are living together out of wedlock.  When problems arise, they just split up and have no legal consequences.
Today, humanism has taken over the world.  In this teaching, man is the center of all things. He determine his own destiny, and there is no need for God.  Is it any wonder there has been such an increase in wickedness like Paul promised in these last days?  Paul Harvey warned of this more than 50 years ago. Let’s take a look at what he said back then.
“If I were the Devil… if I were the prince of darkness, I’d want to engulf the whole world in darkness and I would have a third of its real estate and four-fifths of its population, but I wouldn’t be happy until I had seized the finest apple on the tree, thee.
So I’d set aibout however necessary to take over the United States.  I’d subvert the churches first.  I’d begin with a campaign of whispers.  With the wisdom of the serpent, I would whisper to you as I did to Eve: ‘Do as you please.’
To the young, I would whisper that the Bible is a myth.  I would convince them that man created God instead of the other way around.  I would confide that what is bad is good, and what is good ‘is square.’  And to the old, I would teach to pray after me: ‘Our Father, which art in Washington.’

And then, I’d get organized.  I’d educate authors in how to make lurid literature exciting so that anything else would appear dull and uninteresting. I’d threaten TV with dirtier movies and vice versa. 
I’d peddle narcotics to whom I could.  I’d sell alcohol to ladies and gentlemen of distinction.  I’d tranquilize the rest with pills.
If I were the devil, I’d soon have families at war with themselves, churches at war with themselves, and nations at war with themselves until each in its turn was consumed.
And with promises of higher ratings, I’d have mesmerized media fanning the flames.  If I were the devil, I would encourage schools to refine young intellects to neglect to discipline emotions – just let thos4 run wild until before you knew it, you’d have to have drug-sniffing dogs and metal detectors at every schoolhouse door.
Within a decade, I’d have prisons overflowing.  I’d have judges promoting pornography.   Soon I would evict God from the courthouse, and then from the schoolhouse, and then from the houses of Congress.
And in His own churches, I would substitute psychology for religion and deify science.  I would lure priests and pastors into misusing boys and girls and church and money.  If I were the devil, I’d make the symbol of Easter an egg and the symbol of Christmas a bottle.
If I were the devil, I would take from those who have, and I would give to those who wanted, until I had killed the incentive of the ambitious.  And what will you bet I couldn’t get whole states to promote gambling as the way to get rich.
I would caution against extremes in hard work, in patriotism, in moral conduct.  I would convince the young that marriage is old-fashioned, that swinging is more fun, that what you see on TV is the way to be and thus I could undress you in public, and I could lure you into bed with diseases for which there is no cure.
In other words, if I were the devil, I’d just keep on doing what he’s doing.”
As we have already noted, wickedness is rapidly expanding.  It seems that every year there is more and more of it.  It has been rapidly permeating our entire society.  Man may become accustomed to it, and what once was considered evil, is now held to be acceptable.  That is the viewpoint of man, but the important thing is God’s viewpoint of wickedness.
To get a perspective on what God thinks about wickedness, we only need to look at Genesis 6:5-7.  “Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.  And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart.  So the LORD said, ‘I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both man and beast, creeping things and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made them.’”
We all know that as the result of that wickedness. God sent the flood.  All of mankind was wiped out, with the exception of Noah and his family.
Beginning in chapter 18 of Genesis, and running through chapter 19, we read the story of the wickedness of Sodom and Gomorrah.  Though God removed Lot and his family, He sent fire and brimstone out of heaven and literally wiped them off the face of the earth.  If you visit that general area today, there is nothing left but rocks that were once molten.  God does not play around with wickedness.  He brings judgment on it.
In the book of Deuteronomy, God was preparing the Jewish people on their wilderness journey for the day they would go into the land of Canaan,  In the first four verses of chapter nine we read: “Hear, O Israel, you are to cross over the Jordan today, and go in to dispossess nations greater and mightier than yourself, cities great and fortified up to heaven, a people great and tall, the descendants of the Anakim, whom you know, and of whom you heard it said, ‘Who can stand before the descendants of Anak?’  Therefore, understand today that the LORD your God is He who goes over before you as a consuming fire.  He will destroy them and bring them down before you, so you shall drive them out and destroy them quickly, as the LORD has said to you.  Do not think in your heart, after the LORD your God has cast them out before you, saying, ‘Because of my righteousness the LORD has brought me in to possess this land ‘: but it is because of the wickedness of these nations that the LORD is driving them out from before you.’”
Once again we see the hand of the Lord dealing with wickedness.  The Canaanites lost their land and their lives when the Israelites conquered their land – all because of their sin.
Even before Israel conquered the land of Canaan under the leadership of Joshua, God warned His own people what He would do to them if they turned away from Him.  We read about these promises in Deuteronomy 28:15-21.  “But it shall come to pass, ‘if you do not obey the voice of the LORD your God, to observe carefully all the commandments and His statutes which I command you today, that all these curses will come upon you and overtake you; cursed shall you be iin the city, and cursed shall you be in the country.  Cursed shall be your basket and yor kneading bowl.  Cursed shall be the fruit of your body and the produce of your land, the increase of your cattle and the offspring of your flocks.  Cursed shall you be when you come in, and cursed shall you be when you go out.  The LORD will send on you cursing, confusion and rebuke in all that you set your hand to do, until you are destroyed and until you perish quickly, because of the wickedness of your doings in which you have forsaken Me.  The LORD will make the plague cling to you until He has consumed you from the land which you are going to possess.’” 
We have seen with the four biblical illustrations that God hates wickedness.  He destroyed wicked mankind with the flood.  He destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah because of their wickedness.  He destroyed the Canaanites because of their wickedness, and He promised Israel, His chosen people, before they even went into the Promised Land, that if they turned from Him to wicked ways, they would face His judgment on them.  They would not only lose the land He would give them, but they would be cursed by Him.
We know from the rest of the Old Testament that this is exactly what happened.  Now, if God would bring His judgment on all these nations, and even on His chosen people, how could we today not expect God to be consistent and not judge us for the wicked ways our nations are practicing today?  He gave the Jewish people one opportunity after another to repent of their evil ways and turn back to Him and obey Him.  They refused, and God brought judgment upon these people.  Today, if we do not repent as nations and turn back to God, we are going to face the same kind of judgment at the hands of God.  I beg of every one of you who know the Lord to get on your knees, repent of your sins, and plead with Him for your nation. 
For those of you who are listening to my voice and have never trusted Christ as your Savior, there is a judgment awaiting you that is far greater than all of these judgments put together.  I leave you with three verses –Revelation 20:10, 15, and 21:8.  “And the devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are.  And they will be tormented days and night forever and ever.  And anyone not found in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.  But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolators, and all liars shall have their part in the lake of which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.  Today, you can choose this, or eternal life if you would trust Christ as your Savior. 
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