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PAUL EXPLAINING HIS IMPACT

If you think back with me to the New Testament times and search for those who made an impact for God on their generation, we would likely think of several men. Peter perhaps would be one, the blustery fisherman who made so many mistakes, but in the end became a powerful preacher and a man used of God to establish the early church of Jewish believers in the faith.  We might think of James the brother of Jesus who became a leader in the church or John the Beloved disciple who spoke so much about God’s love and the need to love one another.  But these all in the end would have to give way to the man from Tarsus, a Jew called Saul.  
Saul was brought up in the strict tradition of the Pharisees; he trained under the leading intellectual of his day Galileo and soon eclipsed his teacher in intellectual ability.  He first opposed the faith and followers of Christ till his Damascus Road experience in Acts 9.  Let us turn then to Luke’s account of Saul’s conversion in  Acts 9, “And Saul, breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, and desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem.  And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven: and he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?  And he said, who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what will thou have me to do?  And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.” And so the zealous Pharisee Saul was converted and became Paul the Apostle, a man who powerfully impacted his generation and whose influence continues in the Books of the Bible that he wrote. Paul was used of God to clarify and proclaim the Gospel and that it was God’s message for all men.  You recall that Peter and other church leaders first felt that the Gospel would only be for the Jew.  Paul traveled pioneering Christian Churches in Asia and then was the first to bring the Gospel to Europe from which it spread westward to England, America and thankfully to Canada.  Paul was used of God to write 13 Books of the Bible which were vital in establishing the early church and which are vital today in establishing believers and churches in the faith.  
How do we explain the powerful impact of this one man, not only on the first, but following centuries of the church?  I believe we will find part of the answer at least in the Book of Romans chapter 10.  In Romans 9, Paul explains some important things concerning Israel.  They enjoyed so many of God’s blessings yet they failed to receive God’s righteousness in Christ because they sought it not by faith but by human works.  Many Gentiles on the other hand who lived in moral darkness responded to Christ’s invitation by faith and enjoyed a righteous relationship with God, which Israel spurned.  In Romans 10, Paul reveals something of the things that empowered his life, let us read a few of these great verses.  Verse 1,  “Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.  For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness, to every one that believeth.  For Moses describeth the righteousness which is of the law, That the man which doeth those things shall live by them.  But the righteousness which is of faith …” , verse 8  “What saith it?   The Word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach;  That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.  For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”  
Now in this short passage we get a glimpse of some of the things that enabled Paul to have a powerful impact for God.  First there is care.  Paul said my hearts desire for Israel, Paul had a heart desire not just head knowledge, he cared about Israel, his care was not from the head only but from the heart, from the very depth of his being.  Paul loved people, the people of Israel who were lost and he longed to have them come to faith in Christ, he had become like God the Father and the Lord Jesus for it was love for lost mankind that prompted God to plan a way of salvation for man. “ For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16).  And it was love for lost sinners that made Christ willing to come and die for man’s sin for Jesus Himself said, “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.”  “This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you.” (John 15:12).
In the Gospel then we see that God really cares for man, we see that Jesus cares for us or He would never have suffered that awful death of the Cross. God replaced the hatred in Paul’s life with a divine love making him an effective witness. No wonder Paul wrote to the Philippian believers “And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more...”.  You see, love would enable them to have an impact for God on their generation.  If we have a desire to be effective for God and to do a lasting work for eternity, then we must open our hearts to the mighty love of God.  It will not be enough just to serve God mechanically because we know we should, but true service must come from the heart. Paul wrote to the Corinthians the immortal words of Chapter 13, “Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity or love, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.”  Verse 3  “And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity or love, it profiteth me nothing.  Charity suffereth long, and is kind;” Verse 13   “And now abideth faith, hope and charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.”  Paul was full of the great dynamic love of God and had a genuine care for people.  
Then Secondly, Paul says in Romans 10, “My hearts desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved.”  Prayer then was a large part of Paul’s life in every epistle that he wrote he says that he remembered them in prayer.  He prayed for churches, he prayed for individual believers and he prayed for the unsaved.  Paul, which would be a great encouragement to them as they heard of his prayer for them, knew that they were few in number. But he also urged the believers to pray. In I Thessalonians 5:17 Paul urged the believers there to pray without ceasing.  Later in the second letter  3:1 he said, “Brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord might have free course, and be glorified, even as it is with you.”  II  Corinthians 1:11 he wrote, “Ye also helping together by prayer for us.”  So when we pray for church leaders and missionaries we are actually helping forward the work of Christ.  To the Ephesians 6:18 Paul wrote, “Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching there unto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;” What an admonition to prayer.  
Paul had learned the effectiveness of prayer, he had become like His Lord, for it was Jesus who had taught His disciples to pray saying “Our Father which art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.”  It was Jesus who said, “Ask, and it shall be give you;  seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: For everyone that asketh  receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be open.” (Matthew 7:7, 8).  It was Jesus who set an example of prayer: he prayed on mountain tops, he prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane, he prayed on the cross, “Father forgive them, for they know not what they do.”  Jesus believed in prayer, He prayed Himself often and at great length, He taught His disciples and followers the importance of prayer.  Perhaps we as believers need to stop trusting in some of our modern methods that we hope will effect unbelievers and rediscover God’s method of believing prayer.  Perhaps we need to really believe and accept God’s invitation to pray as it is found in Jeremiah 33:3  “Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and show thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not.” God is the mighty God who answers prayer.  Ancient Israel believed this and referred to God in a special way saying, “O thou that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come.” (Psalm 65:2). God is the God who hears prayer because He is the Living God and wants to demonstrate this to us.  Let us then like disciples say, “Lord teach us to pray.” 
Then thirdly, Paul demonstrated a rare ability to understand the unbelievers of his nation.  In Romans 10:2 Paul writes of Israel, “For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge.”  Paul knew the Jewish mind for he was a Jew. Paul himself had been zealous for God but not according to knowledge, for he pursued and persecuted the followers of Christ thinking he was doing God’s service, but oh how wrong he found out that he was. He thought he had been pleasing God, but instead he was persecuting God.  For to persecute Christ’s followers, is to persecute the Christ who is God the Son.  The Jews thought they could gain God’s favor by human efforts and they were zealous for the law, but the law could not save, it would only condemn, for no man could keep all of the law all of the time.  Paul says in Galatians that the law was like a school teacher its purpose was to show us our human weakness so we would turn and receive Christ, the only one who ever fully kept the law.

Then Paul says that Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth. In other words, the law was intended to bring us to Christ who would fulfill all the law and if we receive Him, then in Him we too have fulfilled the Law.  
Then finally, we have Paul declaring that it’s the Gospel that we must share with others.  In verse 8 he says, “The word of faith, which we preach;” is the word of faith, “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” That is the Gospel. Paul believed it was the Gospel not the ideas of men that God wanted men to hear. It is the Gospel, not the wisdom of men that lost Israel and the lost of the world need to hear, and it is the Gospel, not the religious concepts or thinking of men that had changed Paul from a man filled with hatred to a man filled with love and compassion not only for Christ but for others.

What a great and mighty change the Gospel of Christ made in Paul’s life, and it could change your life today if you will only bow in humility and receive Christ by faith. Paul says it is the Gospel that is “the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.”  Paul had experienced the mighty power of the Gospel in his own life, he saw it powerfully change others and it is the Gospel that will change us to make us worthy citizens, not only of this world but of heaven.  If we care as Paul did, depend on prayer and share the Gospel, we to can affect our generation for God. May we do so.
