Are We Close to End Time Events? (11)
By Dr. Fred H. Hartman

Having served as pastor of three different churches through the years, I learned that the ministry can be full of surprises.  A letter from a pastor reveals this truth.
He could play the bagpipes, and was often called on to play them at special events.  One day he received a phone call from a local funeral director asking him to play “Amazing Grace” at the graveside service of homeless man who had no family or friends.  He was to be buried in a pauper’s cemetery, far out of town in a very obscure place.
As a typical guy thing, he failed to ask for directions, and got lost.  He arrived an hour late and assumed the funeral director had already left.   He saw three men with shovels eating their lunch.  After apologizing for being late, he walked over to the grace and saw the concrete vault lid in place.  So to fulfill his commitment, he went to the side of th grave and began to play “Amazing Grace.”
The workers put down their lunches and gathered around while he played the best he knew how for this poor homeless man.  The workmen even began to weep as he played.
When he finished, be went back to his car to leave.  As he opened the door, he heard one of the workers say, “I Never saw anything like that before, and I’ve been putting in septic tanks for twenty years.” 
Needless to say, that pastor had a rude awakening, and he is not alone.  One day the entire world will be in for a rude awakening.  After the rapture takes place, the entire world will go into the seven year Tribulation Period.  They will be as shocked as that pastor was. 
In Matthew 24, Jesus was speaking privately to His disciples.  In verses five through twelve, He makes some statements about the Tribulation Period.  As I read them, ask yourselves if any of these promises are beginning to fall into place today.  “And Jesus asnswered and said to them: ‘Take heed that no one deceives you.  For many will come in My name, saying, I am the Christ, and deceive many.  And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars.  See that you are not troubled; for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.  For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.  And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places.  All these are the beginning of sorrows.  Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake.  And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another.  Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many.  And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold.”
In His answer to the questions the disciples had asked Jesus, He told them of  thirteen different things that would happen during the tribulation.  Today, I would like to briefly go through each one of these to see if we can determine whether or not some of these promises are at least beginning to fall into place today.  If they are, we could very well seeing thtat the stage is set, and the prelude is taking place for what Jesus promised His disciples.  We will only touch on some of these events today, but will cover a few of them in more detail in future messages.
The first example Jesus uses is “many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ, and will deceive many.’”  There are several ways we can look at this.  First of all, there are some who have made this claim,   There was a Jewish Rabbi in New York who certain groups of Jews claimed to be the Messiah, until he died.  Then there was Mr. Moon who made great claims about himself, and deceived many.  We  can also find today that there is what we might call “Easy Believism.”  You simply have to believe in Jesus, but have no changes in your lifestyle, and/or produce no fruit of the Spirit in your life.  There are a lot of people who sit in our churches that fit this picture of being deceived this way.
The second thing that Jesus refers to as taking place in the end time is, “wars and rumors of wars,” and “nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.”  Just think of the nations that are either at war or close to it.  India is at war with Pakistan.  China and India are fighting along their borders.  Syria is still fighting a civil war.   Iran is terrorizing the Middle East and threatening to weipe out the “Little Satan” Israel, and the “Big Satan,” the United States.  China is threatening to take back Taiwan just like it did Hong Cong.  Iranian-backed groups like Hamas, Hezbollah, Islamic Jihad and others are causing all sorts of terror in the Middle East.  Wars could break out at any time.  How many more do we need to show that there are wars and rumors of wars, just as Jesus predicted?
The third thing Jesus predicted was an increase in famines. Let me give you some statistics.  The World Health Organization recently stated that 1/3 of the world is well fed, the second third faces hunger, and the third third is starving.  They predict that 4 million people will die of starvation this year alone.  They also maintain that 12,000 square miles of Africa is turning into desert each year because of environmental restrictions and government corruption.  China is losing 4,000 square miles of land each year to deserts because of massive drifting sand dunes.  It is estimated that one person dies in the world from hunger every 3.6 seconds.  Jesus certainly knew what He was talking about when He predicted these events would occur near and in the end times.  
The next thing Jesus mentioned that would increase near the end times ix pestilence.  Webster defines this as a deadly epidemic, disease or plague.  I do not believe I need to go into a lot of detail here, as the world has been going through the COVID-19 pandemic.  It has affected the entire world.  Multitudes have had it, and millions have died from it worldwide.  Health experts were at a loss, not knowing how to treat it or how to prevent people from getting it.
The next thing Jesus mentions is that near the end times there would be an increase in earthquakes.  Let me give you a few statistics that I found about earthquakes just in the United States.  From 1800 to 1900 there were 18 recorded.  From 1910 to 1929, there were four recorded.  From 1930 to 1949, nine were recorded. In the 1950’s there were nine recorded.  In the 1960’s, 13 were recorded.  In the 1970’se were 51 recorded, and in the 1980’s there were 86 recorded, and from 1990 to 1994 over 100 were recorded.  However, in the week of December 26, 2006, there were 454 recorded, and in the week of February 8, 2008, there were 1,100 earthquakes recorded.  It is impossible to believe the number and severity of earthquakes are declining.  I just read an article published by CBS News, that Iceland had experienced 20,000 earthquakes between February 24 and March 6, 2021.  It is apparent that Jesus knew what He was talking about. 
The next several indication of how close we are to the end times is given by the use of several words Jesus used to explain what would happen to believers in Him near the end times.  You will be hated, you will face false accusations, many will be offended because of your faith.  They will betray you and bring false accusations against you.  You do not have to have a Ph.D. in psychology to realize the world is facing every one of these issues today. For example, consider how many Christians around the world have suffered terrible atrocities and even death for their faith.  In Africa and the Middle East thousands of Christians have been  imprisoned, tortured and murdered for their faith.  The same thing is happening in China, where many Christians have either been hauled off to slave labor camps, disappeared or were slain.  Recently, I read where a church was having services in  China, and soldiers came and burned the church to the ground with the people still inside.
Within the last month, there was a debate in the U.S. Congress about abortion.  Both sides were making their arguments, and one Congressman stood and quoted from Scripture to make his point.  The Chairman of the debate  stopped him, scolded him for using Scripture, and blatently said, “There is no room for God in this room.”  What a change from the position our forefathers held when they based the Constitution of the United States on the Bible!  How far have we, as a nation, departed from those principles!
In verse eight of the passage we are studying, Jesus said, “All these are the beginning of sorrows.”  He idea here is that they are the “birth pangs” that a woman faces when she is about to deliver a child.  Usually, her labor has very little pain in the beginning, but it increases in intensity as the time of delivery approaches for the birth of her child.  Jesus is making it clear that before the terrible days of the Tribulation Period come, there will be the beginning and preparation for the events that will follow.  I am absolutely convinced that this is what we are seeing today, and the rapture of the church is very imminent.
In verse twelve, Jesus makes it very clear that “lawlessness will abound.”  We do not have to search very long or far to see once again that Jesus knew exactly what He was talking about.  We can start right at the top and see how corrupt governments are around the world.  Many are involved very closely with the drug cartels and human trafficking.  Leaders often are put in power by the people, and they turn on the very ones who put them there, by abusing the power given them.
As an example of this, here in the United States we have immigration laws.  Yet our leaders ignore them, allowing illegals to come in, often with serious criminal backgrounds, and cause the average citizen to pay for their healthcare, schooling, welfare and many other benefits that they, themselves, do not have.  
We could carry this thought of lawlessness down to what is going on in cities and towns, where it seems that protests and riots are taking place on a regular basis, while officials turn the other way, and do nothing to stop it.
Finally, Jesus told His disciples that as this time approaches “the love of many will grow cold.”  Do you remember when you first came to know the Lord?  You were anxious to honor Him in every area of your life.  You were excited and happy, filled with an inner joy to tell others of you new found faith.  You never missed a service at your church, and you were ready to serve the Lord at any time or at any cost.
Where is that first love now?  What is the most important thing in your life now?  In the second chapter of the book of Revelation, the Lord, through the beloved Apostle John, warns the church of Ephesus, that even though they were doing much that was right, they “have left their first love.”   Just as Jesus promised, so many Christians take their faith for granted, and so often the things of the Lord grow dim in their lives.  Once again, we see very clearly that Jesus knew what He was talking about.
Though we know the things of which we have spoken, will reach their fruition in the Tribulation Period, I believe we are seeing the early birth pains.  Because of this, we know that the end time events are very close.  Since the rapture of the church will take place before these are completely fulfilled, we had better be looking up, waiting for the sound of the trumpet to call the believer home.  In light of this, child of God. how is your life doing?   Are you ready to meet the Lord?  I trust you are.
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