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CANADA’S NATIONAL BIBLE HOUR- GEORGE FRANCISCO – July 24, 2022
CHRIST’S TRANSFIGURATION
JOURNEY TO BELIEF. I would like to share with you from God’s Word a rare but very exceptional experience that Jesus shared with His disciples. It is called Christ’s Transfiguration. Three of the Gospel writers record this great event, Matthew 17, and in Chapter 9 of both Mark and Luke. We will read from Luke’s account. 

[bookmark: _Int_dyntXJRT][bookmark: _Int_2t1QCXEm]First the setting for this tremendous event is found in the previous verses. Jesus had just revealed to His disciples the truth of His coming death. Verse 22 “Saying, The Son of Man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders and chief priests and scribes and be slain and be raised again the third day.”  Now, if there is anything the disciples could not get their heads around it was a dying Messiah. Then Jesus speaks of His great second coming in verse 26, “For whosoever should be ashamed of Me and My Words, of him shall the Son of Man be ashamed, when He shall come in His own Glory, and in His Father’s and the holy angels.”  This too, must have been somewhat confusing to the disciples. Now we come to the story as it is recorded in Luke 9:28, “And it came to pass about eight days after these sayings, He took Peter, and John and James, and went up to a mountain to pray. And as He prayed, the fashion of His countenance was altered, and His raiment was white and glistering. And, behold, there talked with Him two men, which were Moses and Elias: who appeared in glory, and spoke of His decease which He should accomplish at Jerusalem. But Peter and they that were with Him were heavy with sleep: and when they were awake, they saw His glory and the two men that stood with Him. And it came to pass, as they departed from Him, Peter said unto Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here: and let us make three tabernacles; one for Thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias: not knowing what He said. While he thus spake, there came a cloud, and overshadowed them: and they feared as they entered into the cloud. And there came a voice out of the cloud, saying, this is My beloved Son: hear Him. And when the voice was past, Jesus was found alone. And they kept it close and told no man in those days any of those things which they had seen.”  Now this great experience that the disciples shared was certainly indelibly impressed upon their minds, especially perhaps that of Peter. For many, many years later, he could clearly recall the event when he wrote about it in II Peter 1:17, 18. Peter said “For He (Jesus) received from God the Father honor and glory, when there came such a voice to Him from the excellent glory, This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with Him in the holy mount.”  So, we see that it was a lasting and a great experience for these disciples. 

Now what can we learn from this? First - we learn from the Transfiguration, just Who Jesus really is. The scribes and the Pharisees continually rejected Him and His claims of being God’s servant. In fact, they were willing to stone Him for John 8 says because He claimed that God was His Father, making Himself equal with God. Now in the Transfiguration as Jesus prays, suddenly the curtain of Christ’s humanity is pulled aside as it were, for just a few rare moments. Then we see a brilliant holy light, radiant glory of God’s presence shines out from Christ’s innermost being, his garments radiate or glisten with a whiteness that is beyond anything in this world. His true nature then is, something beyond anything human, for this glory, this light, is nothing less than Deity itself. Christ was God manifested in the flesh, as Paul was to write later to Timothy. And if the glorious light was not enough, God Himself speaks from Heaven, confirming His relationship with Christ as His Son and calling upon people to hear Him. Let there be no mistake, Jesus is not just some good man, another good teacher in the world. He is nothing less than God the Son, veiled in human flesh, the transfiguration witnesses conclusively to His Divine nature.

Then secondly - we can learn that Christ’s death was not some last-minute thought of God’s but was totally in accord with God and His Word. Two men appear with Christ, verse 30 says, and they talk of the death that Christ would accomplish at Jerusalem. Now, this is very intriguing, the two men were Moses and Elijah. Incidentally, this shows clearly that there is an after life and death does not end our existence. Moses and Elijah were alive, hundreds of years after leaving this world. Also, it shows that the teaching of souls' sleep is a fallacy. Moses was not sleeping in the grave, his body was buried by the Lord the Scripture says, but He is alive and aware of events that were taking place upon the earth hundreds of years later. The soul does not sleep in the grave, but as Paul says “…absent from the body is present with the Lord,” II Corinthians 5:8.  Now it is interesting to note that the subject of their conversation was the coming death of Christ at Jerusalem. This shows that Christ’s death was a part of God’s great plan. It would appear that the choice of Moses and Elijah are really representative of the Old Testament: The Law and the Prophets. For Moses gave the Law and Elijah was one of the great prophets. They represent the whole of the Old Testament and as such, they confirm that the Messiah’s death was part of God’s great plan for man’s redemption. 

[bookmark: _Int_CAYM1ZC4]Then thirdly -We learn from the Transfiguration something about the manner of Christ’s second coming. When Christ came the first time it was in humility and lowliness. He was born in a stable and laid in a manger. The King of Heaven coming to this earth, and the people were free to scoff and scorn Him and His teaching. He allowed Himself to be nailed to a Roman cross when Matthew 26:53 says He could have called more than twelve legions of angels to deliver Him. For whatever it is worth, the Roman Legion comprised 6000 men so in Jesus day this is what they would understand perhaps. Jesus then could have called on over 72,000 angels, all of whom are totally superior to man in strength and ability, but Jesus never made that call. He died on the Cross as a payment in full for man’s sin. But when He comes again, it will not be in lowliness, in humility, but in power and great glory, His Holy nature as God will be fully revealed. The Transfiguration shows us a little of what that will be like. Jesus will come in a Holy radiance far brighter than the sun; He will come in glory and in power the Scripture says. Then we learn from other portions of the Bible that, Antichrist will be gathering against Him armies of the world in rebellion. If we turn to II Thessalonians 2:8, we will read that it says the glorious, victorious Christ will “…consume him with the Spirit of His mouth and shall destroy him with the brightness of His Coming.”  The Antichrist and all His armies will be gathered for what they think is a victory battle, but there will be no contest, they are no match for the brightness and the power of Christ’s person. The disciples were privileged to see a little preview of what Christ, coming as King of Kings and Lord of Lords will be like. 

Let me just pause here for a moment and ask on which side will you be when Christ comes? You are either for Him or against Him. To be for Him, you need to come to Him and believe that He died for you and receive Him as Savior and Lord now, before He comes, or when He comes it will be to judge the world of rebellious men and the time of salvation will be past. I would urge you to turn to Christ the Savior today, for when you receive Him, He will receive you and that is a wonderful promise of His.

[bookmark: _Int_KuWEcft7]Fourthly -We want to learn also from the Transfiguration something about our eternal destiny. In I John 3:2 we read one of the great promises of Scripture. “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is.”  What a promise, we shall be like Him! What does this really mean? Well, we see in part in the Transfiguration for Jesus, it meant a glorious change, the light of His true nature, His true being showing forth and what a glory that was. Scripture promises us as well a similar change. Listen to the words of I Corinthians 15:51 “Behold, I show you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” Yes, a change is coming, from creatures of time to creatures of eternity, from the corruptible to the incorruptible, from the mortal to the immortal. We shall be like Him, what a blessed future the Christian has. 

Then secondly - Jesus had glistening garments, white and pure. God’s Word promises we too shall be clothed in the glistening garments of Christ’s righteousness, in Revelation 19 we read of the marriage of the Lamb, and it says in verse 7,8 “…and His wife had made herself ready. And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.”  Now in the symbolic language of the Book of Revelation, the Lamb is Christ, and His Bride is the Church that is believers, who have received Him and honored Him. What a joy it will be at last then to have garments or lives that are no longer stained with sin but are pure and white. Then the Transfiguration says that two men appeared and talked with Him, so we see a great fellowship, from the Transfiguration, Jesus talking with them and they in turn with one another and with Him. Is this not indicative of the kind of fellowship that believers will share in the heavenlies, and that those who are now in the heavenlies are enjoying? We can look forward to a wonderful future. Then in the Transfiguration there was a gracious overshadowing, the cloud of God’s presence completely enfolded them. This will be the portion of those who trust Christ for eternity. God will surround them; we will be in His presence for ever and ever. Then Peter said, “…it is good for us to be here:” So believers will enjoy the good experiences of the Lord for ever and ever. What a wonderful promise from God’s Word. 

[bookmark: _Int_Vu2dhqot][bookmark: _Int_bZ4IFOLT]The people of Jesus day never recognized the true nature of Christ, nor do many today recognize the nature of believers, who are born again by God’s Spirit and have become part of God’s forever family. Let us be encouraged today, to see again the true nature of our Lord, that He is indeed the Christ of God, who will return in power to receive us unto Himself and to rule this sinful world in righteousness. Let us be faithful in life and service till He comes. The beautiful words of a hymn says this, “It will be worth it all when we see Jesus, life’s trials will seem so small when we see Christ, One glimpse of His dear face, all sorrows will erase. So let us run the race, till we see Christ.”  May God help us to do so.
